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effects of environment and it
source of beautification and adomment of a
person. The above qualities are described
for the clothing of the physical body, so it
is obvious that the beautification of Ruh is
much more important. Human being in
essence is actually the Ruh, because the
physical body is dependant for its life on it
and when it leaves the body the person no
longer remains a human being and it
becomes merely a dead body. Nobody calls
a corpse a human being or a man. This is
because the actual being which is called
human is the Ruh. Human being in reality
is the sum of the spirit and the physical
body.

If the physical body is covered and adorned
by clothes but the spirit remains uncovered
to the evil and without a proper attire then
it will not be fair. Therefore, it is stated
here that the actual and better dress is the
attire of rightcousness and good conduct.
Rightcousness  can be  defined
developing such a sacred relationship witt
Allah™" so as doing anything against
Allah™"s Will becomes a task that is
impossible. It is stated that since the real
attire for a person is righteousness and
purity towards Allah™' and His™"
Messenger™™*,  therefore, one should
always stay firm in conduct and should
follow the commands of Allah™' and
His™"  Messenger™™,  How could
rightcousness be attained? Obviously by
following  Allah™"s commands and to

as

follow His™"s commands; the Holy
Prophet™*  should be followed and
obeyed.

It is possible that a person is poor and
cannol wear expensive or new dresses and
only has old and worn out clothes, he
should wear the same old and worn out
clothes but they should be clean and reflect

hould be a

sobncty. It is also possible that a person in
old and worn out clothes is very bcaul.lful
from the spiritual point of view anc} mlg.hl
be having a very close relationship with
Allah™",

The Holy Prophet once asked from the
Companions™ about the status and
personage of another Companion™ \\'h‘o
was passing by them. They replied that this
person is very poor and with a very low
social status, so much so, that nobody may
entertain - his™  request for a marital
proposal. The Holy Prophet™* replied
that, “in the Court of Allah™"' this person
has such an cxalted status that if he™
makes a claim relying on Allah™", it will
be fulfilled.” This was because; in the
vision of the Holy Prophet™* it was his
attire of righteousness. A heart filled with
the love of Allah™' and the Holy
Prophet™** is the real wealth a person has
0 possess, A& U5 3638 A5 and the
attire of rightgausness _ is better thap
everything, &3%°32 2217 il il e U3
These Commands of Allah™, the Holy
Quran and the sayings of the Holy
Prophet™" are the signs of the Greatness
of Allah™" and all of these are revealed so
that people take heed of the complete
advice revealed to you.

In the matters of Deen, it
surprising fact that anything regarding the
orders of Shariah is obligatory for the
!.uchcvgrs to be practiced completely and in
Its entirety, There is no such thing as a
mere trying to practice the commands of
Allah™" or 1o practice it partially, rather it
has o be followed and it has to be
practiced completely. On the other hand, in
the matters of this world we can only try
our t?csl to achieve something, for example,
caming  a  livelihood or achieving a
particular worldly goal.

-saws

is a very

TO BE CONTINUED
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Allah™"s creations and to cognise the fact
that Allah™" is the Only One and there is
Bt " e o o e
N 5 phets™ among the
mankind reveal answers to the common
men about Allah™" and to bless them with
Divinc Cogpnition.
Rf.:n_u:mbcr! The difference between the
Divine Knowledge delivered by a
Prophet™ and the knowledge of a worldly
scholar is very distinct. The words of the
worldly scholars can only manipulate and
affect the mental thoughts of his audience.
On the other hand, the words of a Prophet™
not only affect the streams of mental
thoughts but also create feelings within the
heart, for instance, when a Prophet™ states
to the believers that Allah™" is the Only
One, the believer gets the same feelings of
the unity of Allah™" within his heart as
well.
The facts which are revealed by the
Prophets™ infusc the heart of a believer
with the spiritual feelings about the said
commandments. Indeed such a  great
blessing of Allah™" to attain the Divine
Cognition was also tested very extensively.
Hc:"“‘ created the world and created within
it a vast variety of attractive and tempting
desires. This was in fact the real test for
what has been given (o the mankind ip ?hc
form of the ability t0 attain  Divine
Cognition, and it would s‘ho\v that \\.'hc'lhcr
the bondsmen of Allah™" spend their llvc_:s
according (0 His™" Commands or fall in
the trap of the worldly desires. .
Therefore, Allah™" in the very beginning
made it clear that all of you (mankind and
jinn) will have to inhabit the world, then
death will come to you and cvcmulﬂ"y
everyonc shall be resurrected from their

graves.

Allah™" by observing the signs within

have a natural outcome in the form of a
reward or punishment, decided by Allah™"'
o, the basis of the conduct in this world.
bl:)l,%c)l,, 2y A2 W 35 Al g

33 (7:26) ‘O’ the Children of Adam™!
We™™ have blessed you with clothes that
cover your body and embellish your
appearance. %45 EU3 4538 U:'L’J; (7:26)
And_the best attire is that of rightcousness.
03533 ada) s el &e G5 (7:26) And
this is from the signs of Allah™" so that
people take heed to the righteous advice.
This was the main advice to the mankind
from Allah™', that I"™*" have blessed you
with clothes so that you can cover

yourselves.
The Satan adopted the way of
shamelessness  and  deceived  Hadhrat

Adam™ and Hadhrat Eve™ to cat from the
forbidden tree which resulted in revealing
their bodies to each other. Here in this
regard the significance of clothes is
cmphasized. There are two benefits of
clothes; 1) It covers the body, and protects
it from the effects of the external
environment, and 2) It embellishes “the
appearance of a person and beautifies the
outlook. Therefore, every dress should
have the above qualities, namely, covering,
protection from the cffects of environment
and beautification. This is not essential that
all people should wear expensive dresses,
but it should naturally reflect the status of
the person. According to Hadith, dress and
lifestyle of a person is the way a person can
praise Allah™""s Mercy, because it will let
others recognise the extent of Allah™"s
favours. .
The basic quality of attire is the cover. This
is why a tight dress is equal to nakedness.
The dress should be comfortable to the
body, it should protect the body from the

7 2 =T ¥ ST
Logically, this life as a testing time should
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Translated Speech of His Eminence
Hazrat Ameer Muhammad Akram Awan
Shaikh Silsilah Nagshbandiah Owaisiah
Dar-ul-Irfan, Munara Dated: J'mu'lry 21%,2011
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At the time of sending Hadhrat z}d‘1111 "t
the earth, Allah™"' stated, oL¥ s dL:
(7:25) that all of
you, including human hcm«'< and the jinn,
Allah™" almighty created this system of
the universe and within it e™" created
Hls **" most exalted and beautiful creation,

, the mankind. Man has been given the
slarus of the ‘Superb Creatign” among all
the creations, w,_>| 3 ’L:.:\)w )

[CeiEaREy
,a.:,p(95 4) that ‘man "has been created on
thie best lines of creative design’, whether it
is his physical structure and ﬁmcuon or
mental capabilities and potentials. From
every aspect man . is created as the best
amongst Allah™""s creations. The single
most distinguishing feature given to man is

the potential to obtain the Divine

Cognition. This capability is only blessed

to mankind amongst the countless other

creations, and this is the rcason that except
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will live your worldly life on carth and then
you will face death and thereafter you will
be resurrected from the carth on the Day of
Judgment.

man, no other creation has been blessed
with Prophethood.

The Prophethood is such a great blessing of
Allah™" which has enabled the ordinary
men like us to attain the Divine Cognition.
Allah™" has created angels from the
Divine Lights and they are inherently and
instinctively ~ full  of  righteousness,
obedience, continuous zikr and worship.
Still they merely obey the commands and
praise to His™" Mercy, but cannot dare to
fathom the beauty of their Lord. They
cannot question as to how and who is their
Lord, because they aren’t blessed with this
potential.

Man on the other hand is given the ability
the Omnipotence  of

to comprehend
. A -




In Chakrala’s obstinate

VIVIEYLT LT gy B
culture, perhaps
“:_5 ‘:° answer more befitting l‘lnl\,x:r:rils,bﬁ‘:jﬁ
gidcgoc:rs;‘;:g} n& }fl)o\\'lsgs;.'eablc proof. but that
i Y Hazrat Ji™. He went ahcad and
simp[(c l;‘:ls"(;‘c’gll)]';g tLll(. lShi‘:} centre am! gave a
Bagh-e Fadak, and 1]-.[) ?m}mn " th? vl
Sy » also answered Jafar Shah’s
ob.Jccuo.n. N? one had the courage to entangle
with this valiant landlord from the Sarjal Clan
whose arguments were weighty and strength of
arms tested many times. The news of this
lnu.dcm spread throughout Chakrala and its
environs and Hazrat Ji"™ gained a reputation in
the entire arca not only as a renowned Alim, but
also as an able debater.
Before this incident there was a tradition in
Chakrala since many years, that in the month of
Muharram, Manazaray were held between the
Ahl-c Sunnat and Ahl-e Shita with the
participation of outside speakers. Mahmood
Shah Hazarwi Sahib was often invited to
represent the Ahl-e Sunnat. but he stopped
coming to Chakeala atier he was violently
assailed by the opposing faction. However the
Shi’a assemblics continued, with their speakers
being brought from as far as Lucknow.
When Hazrat Ji™ retrned to Chakiala, as usual
the Ahl-c Shi‘a invited a speaker from outside,
who. noting the absence of an opponent.
vehemently criticized the Ahl-c Sunnat. It was
his misfortune, that Hazrat Ji™ was present that
day in Chakrala, and the incident with J|l"1|£
Shah had recently taken place.  Hazrat i
attended the assembly’s next session. Il%- came
armed with his reference books. \\'hl(‘:h he
placed on @ nearby cot. When ll.l.‘cmscsswn of
objections commenced, Hazrat li' !Qufl u!)
and started replying 0 the speaker’s Criticisms.
but when the speaker refused to accept the
validity of Hazrat Ji™ s rcl'crcm:c. he took out
the relevant reference and gave him the baok 0
read. Despite reading the passage. the )!)cuk?r
wmed to the crowd and said. “The reference
Maulvi Sahib is not present anywhere

quoted by
in the book.”

(Rl
This blatant lie by the speaker in broa dElyIig it
astounded Hazrat Ji™. He calmly took back his
book, suddenly turned and hit it on the speaker’s
neck. The attack was sudden, unexpected and
effective, in bewilderment he fell to the ground
and then Hazrat Ji™ gave him a sound beating
by kicking and boxing him. When the Shi’a
following started to get up in his defence,
Hazrat Ji™s followers got up as well. Sultan
Surkharu, who has been mentioned carlier,
shouted a warning to the assembly, “If anyone
raises his head | will blast it with a bullet.”
Hazrat Ji™"s Sarjal clan was also with him,
who though not his followers in religion, were
foremost in tribal pride. They jumped up to rally
behind him. Under the circumstances, nobody
had the courage to oppose them.

[Hazrat Ji™ returned from the meeting leaving a
clear message for the residents of Chakrala, that
ane could engage in intelligent discourse with
him. but he would not tolerate abuse and ill
manners.

Thereafier Hazrat Ji™ was invited to speak
wherever a Manazara was held in the arca. His
junorant opponents were terrified at the mention
of his name. They knew very well that they
stood no chance against him without backing
their argument with knowledgeable reference
and proof, and if they raised any unnecessary
arguments or objections, it would be impossible
1o withstand the ferocious assault of this young
landlord. Therefore debaters of lesser powers
left the arcna at the mention of Hazrat Ji™*'s
name.

The Shi'a fepresentatives, instead of providing
uni literary proofs, commonly resorted 10
objecting and fault finding which were difficult
for the Ulama to counter. If the Ulama provided
literary arguments, their reasoning would be
bevond the comprehension of the audience of

simple villagers. On the other hand the Shi'a
opponents would resort 10 surcastic comments

e
and use other means to vex them. Hazrat Ji™"s

method was just the opposite.
(To be continted)




1
“the Ahl-c Sunnat, with the exception of one
family, which belonged to the Shi*a sect. Every
year, this family hosted a Majlis (assembly) and
invited speakers from outside their area. Those
belonging to the Ahl-c Sunnat also attended the
assembly and duc to so-called ‘tolerance’,
endured the abusive invective of the speakers
against the Sahabah Karam™" (Companions of
the Holy Prophet™").
Hazrat Ji™ was informed when one such Majlis
was in session. He immediately sent for Habib
Khan, but before he could arrive, set out himsell
towards his house. At the time he was seething
with fury. They met on the way and he vented
his anger, ‘These speakers use all sort of
obscene language in their Majlis against the
Sahabah Karam™" (Companions) which is not
acceptable to anyone with a sense of shame or
honour.  Habib Khan! In my presence this
assembly will not take place.’
Under Hazrat Ji™s leadership, Habib Khan
and a group of rural folk arrived at the Ma
venue. Hazrat Ji™, qing his walkir
headed the group. Seeing this unexpected state
of affairs the speakers dispersed into  the
darkness of night. The host of the Majlis
apologized to Hazrat Ji™ and promised that.
future, instead of holding a Majlis at Chak 66,
they would go and attend their Majlis at other
Ahl-c Shi'a venues. After this incident such
Majalis were never convened in the village.
This is how it should be: these gatherings need
to be convened within their own arcas, and
should avoid making the presence of a few
houscholds, an excuse to vex the differing
majority. In any case abusive invective in
whatsoever form is absolutely incorrect. This
incident of Chak 66 South (Sargodha) took
place sometime around 1935, Hazrat Ji™"s
debating cra commenced roughly fifteen years
after this incident. when during the meditation
of *Fana Fir Rasool™"," he was assigned the
duty of protecting simple folk's Faith against
as :Although
this ideal remained the uimost priority- ol his

By
1960

ife, the perio between 1950 and
specifically  emphasizes  this  Manazara

precedence, in his activitics,
After the death of his wife in 1942, Hazrat Ji™
moved from Chak 13, Khanewal and had re-
cstablished himself permanently in Chakrala,
His activitics have alrcady been mentioned
previously. The Chitti Masjid was his centre for
religious  activitics and for preaching and
imparting religious learning, One day, while he
was engaged in his normal routine, a Shi'a
preacher Jafar Shah, who was a resident of
Chakrala, alighted before him. This man had the
habit of bringing up the topic of the inheritance
ol Bagh-c Fadak (the Fadak garden) with every
new Maulvi. The simple Maulvis, unfamiliar
with the topic, were unable to answer his
querics, which would give Jafar Shah the
opportunity to boast and cxposc  them
publically. He tried the same strategy on Hazrat

up the topic of Bagh-c Fadak, he
Lout a voluminous book pertaining to his
religion. and demanded that Hazrat Ji™ read it
and refute the objections in it. The antique book,
pubhshed in Iran and written in classical Arabic
without the diacritical marks (signalling vowels)
was casy for Hazrat Ji™ to read, but impossible
for less educated Maulvis; a weakness Jafar
Shah always exploited. Hazrat Ji™ saw through
his move. He also realized that this resident of
Chakrala village could not possibly read the text
cither.

“What kind of an objector arc you?' Hazrat Ji™
retorted. *You want me to read the objection and
also refute it It is obligatory for an objector to
present the objection himself, then 1 shall give
you my answer.” A brief argument ensued, but
as Hazrat Ji™ had correetly assessed, it was
impossible for Jafar Shah to read the.text in
Arabic. Hazrat Ji™ became furious and picking
up the same book landed it on Jafar Shah’s
head. The book was heavy and the blow
effective, he took the blow and took to his heels.




HAZRAT JI™*s DEBATING ERA |

CHAPTER 11

|

so powerful that it wi

!\1(.‘:"]8 9!‘ information keep undergoing constant
mnovation. Prior to our modern cra of mass
commuqicnlion; books, journals and newspapers
were  important  sources ol  information,
however, at the beginning of the 20" century
these facilities were not available to the
common folk. The general practice among the
Ulama (religious scholars) was to communicate
through manuscripts, and for ordinary people
these thought provoking compositions were the
noted means of being informed about religion.
However public assemblies were the accepted
mode to resolve the confrontation between
dissention, heresy, and Truth, in which the
opponents were given a fair chance to present
their point of view. These debates were called
‘Manazaray™ (singular: Manazara), which for a
long time remained very popular with the
masses.

When the Fitnah of Qadivaniat emerged, two
crudite debaters, Hazrat Mehr Ali Shal™ and
Hazrat Ata Ullah Shah Bokhari™" ook up the
challenge to confront it. By means of public
mectings and Manazray they warned against the
malicious and corrupting attack on the Iman
(Faith) of simple-minded people by this bunch
of liars, and on numerous occasions publicly
challenged the false claimant of prophet-hood to
2 Mubahalah (a religious ritual wherein the two
opposing partics jointly invoke Allah’s curse on
the party in error). Similarly the MI}HZ]ZKI_\' held
in opposing the Fitnah of Dissension were an
important religious neee ity of the imes.
Hograt Ji™"s debating skills had been already
acknowledged during  his student days. His
addressing  style was cloquent, simple, and
supported  with simple :lll.d C}nnnmnly
comprehensible reasoning. yet his delivery was
ould slice through every

false-hood presented. At Dheri Sayyedan, he
took part in a Fighi (thcological) Manazara
regarding Salah (Prayer). The topic was the
Fighi stance on folding or letting the arms hang
during the Qiyaam (standing). This cvent took
place in 1932 when Hazrat Ji™ was studying
the Hadees in detail at Dalwal. Accompanied by
some students of the Madrissah, he went to
attend this Manazara in Dheri Sayyedan. During
the Manazara on noticing that the Ahl-c Sunnat
nominee, Maulvi Lal Husain Shah (from Dhar
Miyal), was unable to supply any answers, he
stood up and gave detailed explanation of the
topic. This was the first time Hazrat Ji™s
debating powwers, method of reasoning and
vast knowledge was acclaimed throughout the
nation.

Previously a mention has been made about his
sense of religious honour, when during his
emplayment he hit the Darogha (jail supervisor)
with a heavy bunch of keys because of his
demands to pilfer the ration ol the prisoners.
After the completion of his religious education,
Hazrat Ji™s sense of honour and integrity
increased exponentially. Although, as yet, he
did not participate in public  debates,
nevertheless he would not tolerate any talk
against the pious Companions of the Holy
Prophet™**.

Afler completing his educative phase, at the
request of a friend from his student days. Habib
Khan, he stayed for some time at his village in
Chak 66 South, Bhalwal, District Sargodha.
This was at the beginning of his married life and
he was accompanicd by his wife. Hazrat ™
had not yet entered the ficld of Sulook and he
was only recognized as @ freshly graduated
Alim,

The entire population in Chak 66 consisted ?f )
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Hazrat Abu Huraira Says, he heard the Prophet
(S.A.W.S) say that the world is accursed and all
that is in it, except Allah's Zikr, all things related
to its. The Teacher and the student
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A Sufi must be straightiin
his dealings: He should
' the
orkss more, than J
others t:)ecéuse he is
capable cijfit, :

Hagrad Shek§ ul Mukdy sl H
hammad Akran] Awan MZa
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