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" The main factor indeed was Islam

itself and the Deep Faith and Zeal of
its followers to spread its message to the
world at large." It is not without reasor]
that they caused to be engraved on th
public seal, " The Servant of the Mercifyl
rests contented in the decrees of God"
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a fight, then such a staternent in spite
of being true will soil the heart.

A 'truth' is a statement which is based
on facts and purity of intention; that is
Sidg-e-Magqal. It has to be aimed at
the betterment of others. Merely
stating reality is not Sidg-e-Magqal, but
when you relate reality with the
intention of betterment then it is
Sidg-e-Maqal.

Q.No4: The Prophet (SAWS) said that
"The one who takes biibe and the one
who gives bribe are both destined for
Hell." Today bribe has been labeled as
‘fees' and is openly being negotiated.
It has become very difficult to even get
our genuine rights so what should be
done in order to get-our rightful things
done? Please explain.

Ans:Bribery has many faces and we
often take it only as money. When we
give money to get something which is
not rightfully ours, it is bribe, but when
we use our contacts to get something
which is not our right is also bribe.
There are many different ways
employed to get our goal, for instance
a person enjoys a certain position or
office and he uses his position to
acquire benefits or things which he is
not entitled to, that too is bribe.

The Prophet (SAWS) said that "The
one who takes bribe and the one who
gives bribe are both destined for Hell."
The one who gives bribe will go to Hell
because he is employing means to get
something which he knows is not his
right, hence he is also guilty, along
with the one who takes bribe from him
to give him illegal favours. So, both
are equally guilty of the same crime.
The question that if you are not getting
your rightful dues without paying bribe

LY
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and you are forced to pay money ag
bribe you will not be deemed as the
giver of bribe,would you still he
deemed as guilty? In fact, scholarg
have discussed this issue at length
and they agree that a person who
forces a person to give him a bribe for
his genuine rights is not only '‘Murtashj'
i.e. one who takes bribe but also is a
dacoit. Just as a dacoit demands
valuables from his victims and
threatens to kill them if they do riot
comply, and the victims give him what
he wants in order to save their life. So
a person who is forced to give bribe
for getting his genuine rg hts is like the
viclim who was plundered, and the
one who is taking bribe, is also
plunderer, a dacoit,

There are many people who have to
struggle to get what is rightfully theirs,
for instance pensioners have a right to
get pension, some have a claim over
a piece of land and so on and so forth.
When they cannot get these rights
without paying bribe, then instead of
losing it all, if one has to pay bribe and
get his right then this will not be
classified as bribe, but a plunder, and
the one taking the bribe will be
classified as a plunderer, as a dacoit.
Now this is known to Allah or to the
person himself whether he is giving
money under duress or is giving to
acquire benefits illegally. A person is
entitled to one lac rupees; he is
demanded to pay ten thousand as
bribe in lieu of payments, then he
must save ninety thousand at least
and pay ten thousand. This payment
will not be termed as bribe, but as
plunder, which is ahead of bribe.

(To be Continued)
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Q.NoZ:In Nisbet Owaisiah, what is the
importance of Shaikh's company?
Ans:Not only in Nisbet Owaisiah,
Shaikh's company enjoys a unique
status in all o iritual Orders. It is
commonly known that a person who
lives away cannot attain so much
beneficence even if he is very noble,
as much as a person who lives in
Shaikh's company, though he may not
be as noble. The beneficence of
company and attention (Tawajjuh) is
multiple in nature.

Allah has revealed in the Quran,what
will be the highest degree of
punishment in Hell; the people in Hell
will scream and beg the Angels on
duty to request Allah to alleviate their
suffering just for a single day. The
Angels will say, "Allah's Prophets and
Messengers (A.S.) came to you but
you refused to listen to them, so now
call upon Allah yourself." Hence, they
will call upon Allah but " the prayer of
those without faith(imaan) is futile"
(A-Raad 14). In other words, if Allah
would listen to their supplication HE
would indeed be paying attention to
them, whereby they are bound to
receive some blessings. Similarly
when someone makes a request
before the Prophet (SAWS), whether
He (SAWS) replies him or not, 'the
person receives His (SAWS) attention.
If the Prophet (SAWS) replies him
back then the attention becomes
manifold, but even His (SAWS) glance
gives attention. A single glance makes
a person a 'Companion'. Since a

Shaikh is a custodian of the Prophetic
Blessings or barakaat hence Shaikh's
company means 'staying in his
presence.’ This forty-day programme
is purely based on Shaikh's company.
It does not require that a person is
always physically present before the
Shaikh, but it is important the Shaikh
is allentive towards him with his heart
and mind. Details have been given on
this in 'Tareeq us salook'; please
develop a habit of reading, and at
least read the books which are for
spiritual training.

Hazrat Allah Yar Khan (R.U.A) would
say that when a Shaikh writes a letter
to his disciple it is a great source of his
attention as his heart, mind and hands
are all involved. He writes with his
hand and his eyes are also focused on
the paper, hence many forms of
attention come together in a letter. |
have two folders that preserve the
letters of my Shaikh. Even today when
| read any of his letters | get the same
feelings which | used to get in his
company. The paper and ink may look
worn out but the attention and
blessings | get each time are new.

Q.No3:What does the term
'Sidg-e-Magqal' in Kanooz-e-Dil mean?
Ans:Sidg-e-Maqal is a commonly
used term. Maqal means speech,
word, saying and Sidq means 'truth’.
So it means to say the truth without
any adulteration. 'Truth' refers to
speaking the facts without polluting it
with any additions. Truth is that which
is free from all forms of adulteration.
A statement may be true but if a
person conveys it to a person only to
instigate him so that he may end up in




Translated Questions and Answers of

Hazrat Ameer Muhammad Akram Awan MZA
THE EXALTED ORDER
AND THE SHAIKH'S STATUS

Q-No1:Please explain how lhe
leading Prophets (A.S) of their era
groom the lataif of seekers.

Aps:The Prophets (A.S.) are of three
kinds; one are Prophets (Nabi), the
second are Prophets as well as
Messengers, while of these some are
called Resolute Messengers. It is a
divine law that things are inter related
in this universe. The Messengers are
those who received Divine
Commandments in the form of Books
or Scriptures, while the Prophets (A.S)
are those who revived an earlier
religion and carried it on. The Resolule
ones (Ulu-ul-Azam) among them are
the ones who are the sources of lhe
Light of Prophethood. The
fountainhead of this entire system is
the Blessed Hazrat Muhammad
(SAWS) and with him (SAWS) are six
Resolute Messengers (A.S). This
makes seven Resolute Messengers in
all. The six noble Resolute
Messengers are the ones who derive
beneficence (faiz) directly from Hazrat
Muhammad (SAWS) and serve as a
source of conveying this beneficence
to other Prophets (A.S).

So, Hazrat Muhammad (SAWS) and
the other six Resolute Messengers are
the seven noble personalities from
whom beneficence is afforded to every
'wali' or a saintly person. This is a

divine design, a system devised by
Allah. [
The entire universal system is inter-
connected and effects pass on from
one thing to another. A tree grows
from a seed, but a series of events
precedes it. First of all water reaches
the soil, then the elements of soil
blend with water and then sunlight
provides the required heat and thus
many factors put together cause the
seed to split and the plant to come
out. This is a world of causes and
effects and this is a Divine system of
the Most Gracious Allah. Similarly in
the spiritual or the intrinsic world the
fountainhead of all the feelings and
the link between the Universe and
Aliah is the noble personage of Hazrat
Muhammad (SAWS), the Messenger
of Allah. The Exalted and Resolute
Messengers of Allah receive
beneficence from the Exalted
Messenger (SAWS) The other
Prophets and Messengers of Allah
receive beneficence from the Resolute
Messengers (Ullu-ul-Azam) and then it
is transmitted to the universe. Hence
the subtleties or lataaif of the Ruh are
associated with the Resolute
Messengers of Allah, through whom
the beneficence of
Prophethood(barkaat-e-nabowat) is
afforded to the sublleties (lataaif) and
Ry oy U] y




the Rawalpindi Chak
Talla Gang. The rc\:;adl I\Tvoazd stl(imards
due to rain with the result their ngery
skidded into fields and it took hourgotn
get it back on to the road. When 171 g
finally arived in Chakrala, the ljten?;‘
was about to disperse, but they
managed to spend the last few
moments in Hazrat Ji rua's company,
and as soon as the litema' prayer wasl
over, they started on their way back.
To an ordinary person, a long and
arduous journey for just a few
mpments in Hazrat Ji rua's company,
might seem like an imbecility, but if the
truth be known, the few moments in
the presence of a Shaikh far outweigh
the travails of the journey.

A moment spent in the presence of an
accomplished Wali

Is better than a hundred years of
ardent worship.

Beyond the Veils of Barzakh
Often persons gifted with spiritual
insight were also present in the
assemblies held with Hazrat Ji rua and
he would tutor them in spiritual
dialogue and spiritual observation. In
one such assembly when Khawajah
Moinuddin Chishti rua and Piran-e Pir
rua (Hazrat Abdul Qadir Jilani rua)
were mentioned, HazratJi rua said,
Although the Path of the Sufis is the
same but the method of observance is
different. Pir Sahib rau is a very great
personality, very great. He (Khawajah
Moinuddin Chishti rau) is Sultan al
Hind and he (Hazrat Piran-e Pir) is the

Sultan of that country (Irag), but |
came to know of someone even
higher than them in Irag. He belongs

closed. Turning back, th:;; 'tﬁgn—..t.o.‘;k._‘.___ o

to the Sha'afi sect...is an

accomplished scholar, a great jurist.

Even now when he communicates

spiritually, he adheres to the Book and

Sunnah, but he is invisible and

ordinary people do not know him.’

"Here, in Dir State there is a Ghauth. |

asked him spiritually if there were any

Ghauth before you or were you the

first. He replied, 'Two have passed

before me and he pointed that way

(towards Iraq). | had some Ahbab of

the Silsilah with me, | asked them to

see for themselves. Ordinary people

cannot understand these things, do

not mention this in front of them

because even their ancestors did not

hear such things. Everything is

superfluous, for this reason | restrain

myself. Ordinary people cannot

comprehend these matters.’

The Ghauth of Dir State had pointed

me towards him. | asked him what
was the difference between him and
Ghauth Sahib (Hazrat Abdul Qadir
Jilani) He replied, 'There is a great
difference.’ Pir Sahib was right in
saying: 'My foot is on their necks'. The
meaning of this phrase is not what

people have understood. Secondly, he
spoke about his own period. This is
now a new period . This is up to your
(Hazrat Ji rua's) period. It will be
followed by another period. These
periods are completely separate. The
statement of the Pir Sahib means that
'wherever | step, anyone who deviates
from my path will break his neck
(anyone who does not follow me
exactly, will break his neck), he will
lose his way'. It does not mean that
'my foot is on the necks of the Aulia
(To be Continued)



worth noting. After Ishraq, when
HazratJi rua's assembly commenced,
he started asking Hazrat Ji rua
questions, one after the other, to
Which Hazrat Ji-rua gave satisfactory
answers. However, Hazrat Ji rua
noticed that one of his questions had a
touch of objection. Instead of
answering him Hazrat Ji rua asked
him, "With what intention did you
come here?"

He replied, 'Hazrat, | have come for
Bai'at'.

Hazrat Ji rua answered, "Then do not
ask questions as a critic, but ask them
only to remove your doubts

This is the demand of etiquelte in the
presence of a Shaikh! He understood
immediately, and assumed the
attitude of submission and obedience
and made Bai'at on Hazrat Ji rua's
blessed hand before leaving .

Before the end of the monthly ljitema;
a schedule of program for following
month's activities would be presented
to Hazrat Ji rua for his approval. Once
there was a discussion on an
advertisement about an assembly
(Jalsah) to be presided by Hazrat Ji
rua. According to his own
understanding the advertiser had
attached titles such as 'Ghauthe
Zaman' and 'Qutb e Dauran' to Hazrat
Ji rua. When he heard this he smiled
and said, "Ghauth and Qutb are
presently sitting at my feet." The
author glanced around him and saw
that it was exaclly as he had stated;
the Ghauth and Qutbs of the time
were all present in the assembly.

At the conclusion of these soul moving
litema', the new Ahbab would make a

- E&.;la—tonHazTat Ji-rua's hand, and

then the ljtema' would conclu.de.
Ahbab would travel hundreds.of miles
to spend these few morpents in Hazrat
Ji rua's company. His instructions  for
them was to refrain from eating in
hotels on the way because effects
emitted from Bazaar food, unclean
utensils, doubtfully slaughtered
animals and food prepared by persons
who do not offer Salah would
influence the blessings received by
this journey. To avoid this, Ahbab
would carry their food from home or
else make do with fruit on the way.
Once, the author was travelling in the
company of some new Ahbab and had
to stop at a hotel for food. It was
during the first ten days of Muharram.
During their meal a tape was played
and the religious tenets of the hotel
proprietors were manifested, the
effects of which were revealed when
despite spending the night in Hazrat Ji
rua's home, none of the Sathis could
get up for Tahajjad and they just
managed to offer the Fajr Salah
before sunrise. This was a unique
occasion in the presence of Hazrat Ji
rua, in which the Tahajjad Nawafil and
the Zikr were completely missed. For
this reason it is stressed that the Salik
(student) should exercise utmost care
in ensuring that his food is not only
halal but also pure.

Only a person endowed by special
insight by Allah swt can appreciate the
value of the precious moments spent
in ‘Hazrat Ji rua's presence at the
Chakrala litema'. Once a contingent of
Ahbab left the frontier region for
Chakrala but when they reached near
Talla Gung they found the road




Hayat‘e'J avidan chapter 20

A Life Eternal (Translation)
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The topic changed and Hazrat Ji rua
mentioned that he had been reading a
book by one of the very great ancient
Sufis. "Instantly | felt he must be a
very great Sufi, but when | focused on
Barzakh, | found him under severe
punishment, so much so that he could
hardly speak. | asked to be allowed in
the presence of the Holy Prophet saws
and petitioned that the Sufi had written
famous books on Religion and we
consider him a great Sufi and he is in
this condition! The Holy Prophet saws
replied, "Ask him why he is in this
condition.” | attended to him again and
in a voice feeble with weakness, he
told me, 'l had great faith in my Kashf,
when the Angel came to take my
Rooh, | saw two different paths.
Relying on my Kashf, just as | lifted my
foot to place it on the path it
suggested, that very instant all the
Stations of Sulook | had covered were
taken away. Had | placed my foot on
the path | would have even lost my
Iman. Due to my doubt and vacillation
| am suffering till today.' Then Hazrat
Ji-rua said, "l petitioned the Holy
Prophet saws and he saws, then
glanced towards him which lited his
torment. Thereafter | made a lot of
effort with him and took him up to the
Station of Fana fir Rasool saws. When
| asked if he wanted to go further, he

said | had done him a great favour
and that he did not have the stamina
to go further."

When Qari Sahib heard this, the
'Maulvi' in him made him think that
Hazrat Ji rua was speaking about his
own greatness. Immediately Hazra Ji
rua said, "l am a sinner, a nobody, the
worst of the creatures in this world, |
was nothing...." For a long while after
this Hazrat Ji rua expressed his
humility, lowliness and humbleness. In
this ljtema' Maulana was sitting face to
face with Hazrat Ji rua and in his own
words, 'l felt such intense heat in my ~
body that | felt like tearing off all my

clothes.' Qari Sahib had come

accompanied by his objections but

when the occasion arose to take

Bai'at, he was seen taking the lead in

making Bai'at on Hazrat Ji rua's hand.

At another ljtema’, Hafiz Maulana

Muhammad Riaz Asharfi who was the

religious correspondent of Jang °
Newspaper and answered readers'

queries concerning religion,

accompanied some Ahbab from

Rawalpindi and presented himself to

Hazrat Ji rua. He was a diabetic and

had very weak eyesight. Despite the

severe cold of Chakrala and the

shortage of facilities in the smalll

Masjid in Hazrat Ji-rua's locality, his

enthusiasm and effort at Tahajjad was
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