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time in Arabia we have already offered

Isha here. Thus, you cannot offer the same
salat at different places. This whole demand
and logic that we should celebrate Eid with
Arabia, is not valid. Il we do not see or
witness the moon after the sunset it is
possible that in Arabia which is two hours
behind us, the moon is sighted. The Prophet
(SAWS) said that when the sky is overcast
than count Shabaan as of thirty days. (Sahih
Muslim, Bukhari). This means that if the
sky is not clear and the clouds bar visibility
and no witness of moon sighting is available
then the Shabaan will be of thirty days. It is
forbidden to fast, on estimation or chance
but in our country the worships arc no
longer done to attain Allah's Pleasure but to
satisfy egos.

At Darulirfan, we tried to calculate, with
utmost accuracy, the timings of sunrise and
sunset, based on the longitude and latitude
of the area; here the fast ends exactly with
the sunset. The nearby people also avail of
the accurate announcement and end their
fast accordingly. However, in some
mosques Iftar is announced by the people,
as per their wishes. Some will announce it
two or four minutes carlier while others,
four minutes later. They are not concerned
with the accurate timings, for Iftar, but only
with their own importance. This attitude is
not desirable in Islam. If the people follow
our timetable to begin or end their fast what
will we get out of it? If people do not end
their fast with us what do we lose? Every
one is answerable before Allah (SWT) and
nobody should make religion, a source for
satisfying his ego.

Unfortunately, our ruling class has
dragged religion into political
manipulations. They feel that if the public is
busy, fighting with one another, they can
enjoy the luxuries and comforts of state
power. The rulers want the people to fight
among themselves, over moon sighting and
availability of food items and thus are not
free enough to observe and question them.
May Allah (SWT) have Mercy upon us!

Whatever we are doing and the directioy,
in which we are heading is not gqod; we are
heading towards chaos and civil war. We
must try to understand this situatio,
sensibly and seek forgiveness from Allap
(SWT), as civil warsare a punishment frop,
Allah (SWT). .

May Allah (SWT) have mercy
upon us and grant us the capacity to turn
to goodness. Things will change for the
better, only when we will consider the
pain of fellow beings, as our own. Caring
for oneself only is a trait of the animals
whereas the word 'Insaan’ (human) stems
from ' Ins' meaning affection. The humans
can enjoy this exalted status of mankind
only if they maintain affection, among
themselves. .

=

Soed LELESL D uJA«./_,_JoL’,,;E‘j_1
i L1 AS Lff--,Jka"r-Jé}u;E-z
,}‘;Ju&iu,i.-uﬁlu‘ﬁrﬁgl;.bb:_ﬂgéig?j-S
E L e e my-a

B ELE et s

PP AL dolbe K g2 56
CAELFL Jeshe £ iEurfa
Kb L e g Pooi 17945 8
e
ilﬁfuégkﬂc.lgd‘buyﬂg/.é-Q

oL dedbe sy Pooy179 A8 10
L

bttt et e §izs11

LR




< s

o fagilimlc mankind in this regard.
This is a matter of great concern that now
politics is transgressing to dominate the
institution of worship, as well. Realistically
speaking we don't have politics in our
country, we have extortion. Anyone who
can gather a few scoundrels and can have
his way is kilownas a politician and the one
who has no scgt_mdn:ls associated with him
cannot do politics, in our country. All the
political partics follow the same pattern and
style; as they all either buy people or force
pc_oplc to serve their purpose. There is no
third option for them to follow. We were
under the British rule for over a century, but
they never interfered in the matters of
worship, of the Muslims. They never tried
for any alteration in the Obligatory, Sunnah
or Wajib aspects of worship and the
Muslims practiced and observed these,
freely. What kind ol an Islamic government
do we have now? In fact, it is not an Islamic
government rather a government of the
Muslims, but they should refrain from
interfering in the matters, pertaining to
worship. This is a matter which worth's
deliberation; we should realize that where
we arc heading to and what will be the
consequences? Worships arc to attain Allah
(SWT)'s Nearness and it these, too, are
compromised over petty gains then there is
no hope of salvation. May Allah (SWT)
have Mercy on us but this is a grave
transgression, on our part. The demand that
Eid be celebrated on the same day all over
the world is impossible to achicve as the
timings are not the same, all over the world.
Some are ahcad by a few hours while others
are few hours behind. For instance when itis
10 am in Pakistan, it is 10 pm somewhere in
America. How can we celebrate Eid,
simultaneously, across the globe? The call
for prayers, “Azaan” is being repeated
every sccond, over the entire world and
there is not a moment, in time, when it is
discontinued, somewhere in the world.
Therefore, Eid cannot be celebrated, at one
time, all over the world.

If all the Islamic states wish to devise 2

correct system  of moon-sighting they

should divide the globe into time zones

according to the latitude and longitude

segments in which the moon will be v1'51b1c.

Towards South and North the longitudes

curve inwards; for instance n K'zlblgl and

arcas adjacent to Kabul the moon 15 sighted

when sighted in Saudi Arabia. This means
that Kabul and its surrounding arcas fall in
the same time zone as Saudi Arabia, based
on its longitudinal position. When the
authority receives a witness about moon
sighting then it should be seen as to \vhls:h
time zone he is coming from and what its
span is. It should be cvaluated that how far
will it be applicable. Thus the entire world
should be divided into zones indicating that
i the moon is sighted in that zonc it \Vlll.be
considered as seen for the. arcas falling
within that zone. However, in the adjacent
zones the moon will be sighted on the
following day.

However since upholding the truth,
listening and speaking truth and practically
doing the right things can only be done by
those who are sincere with Allah (SWT),
Islam and the nation. Unfortunately pcople
at the helm of afTairs do not care whether the
public misses out on [lasting or
worshipping; they only watch their own
interests. A minister in the Northern
Provincial cabinet remarked that we can
only be Muslims if we follow the timetable
of Mecca and Medina in our life. When they
celebrate Eid there we should also celebrate
Eid here. A point worth pondering here is
that is Eid the only event in Saudi Arabia?
Islamic laws are also implemented there so
why don't you consider implementing those
laws here, for becoming Muslims?

Ifyou celebrate Eid with the Arabs
then offer Eid prayers with them also; butin
Arabia it will be offered, after two hours. Do
not stop at this but try to offer salat with
them, five times daily. But how will this
happen? When it is Fajar time in Arabia, it is
Ishraq time in Pakistan. When it is Maghreb
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THE LEGAL STATUS OF MOON SIGHTING

Translated Speech of

Hazrat Ameer Muhammad Akram Awan MZA

Prophet (SAWS) s B4, 55y
BRI IO 18895 N (Bukhari,
Muslim). When you see the crescent (of the
month of Ramadan), start fasting and when
you see the crescent (of the month of
Shawaal), stop fasting.
Abeliever's entire life is governed by
Islam. To day, unfortunately it has become
difficult to differentialc between politics
and extortion and political decisions,
usually, supersede in religious matters.
Political people, in order to gain some
nuisance values and political goals, have
made the moon sighting, a controversy.
They are concocting strange formulas, in
this respect, in direct violation of Prophet
(SAWS)'s dircctives. One of these
suggestions is to celebrate Eid, across the
globe, on the same day. This is practically
impossible because the Prophet (SAWS),
has clearly ordered to commence Ramadan
(fasting) upon sighting of the moon and to
conclude Ramadan upon sighting of the
Shawaal moon. The moon cannot be seen at
the same time, cverywhere, as the lime
varies across the globe. Somewhere it is
dawn while it is Asr prayers time at another
place. Similarly it may be sunset (maghrib)
at another place while some parts ol the
world have Isha prayers time. With the
movement of the earth’around the sun, the
timings keep on changing whilc the moon's
movement causes its sighting to vary, at
different places. .
In Saudi Arabia, the Hijrah Calendar,
based on lunar months is officially followed

Beyan 20-9-2009

and they calculate the path and movements
of the moon, with computers, and publish a
calendar for the whole year. The published
calendar is followed throughout the year,
however, the moon sighting is also
obscrved, at an official level. The
commencement of Remadan, Eid and Hajj,
for example, is announced upon moon
sighting. This practice of moon sighting is
observed, cvery month. Once, I was in
Saudi Arabia and the official calendar
showed that the month would have twenty
nine (29) days but the moon could not be
scen, so it was announced that the month be
considered as of thirty (30) days. Although,
this happens very rarely and usually their
calculations arc accurate yet they observe
the moon sighting religiously, every month.
They follow the Prophet (SAWS)'s
instructions in this respect, very strictly.
Islam is a natural code of life, for all
human beings and for all times to come. Its
rules and regulations are cqually and easily
applicable, whether they live in urban arcas
or rural and remote areas. In the urban
areas, the telescopes and computers are
employed to calculate time but the man in
the rural areas, avails the simple natural
means of the sighting of the moon. As the
rising and setting of the sun provides the
criterion for offering prayers and the time of
fasting, the sighting of the moon is the
criterion for Hajj, Ramadan and Eid. The
moon provides an average person a chance
to see it and know when the month begins of
ends. This is a divine system, pl'og,l'ﬂmm'3‘i
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His creation as cnjoined b
capital; supplemental acts as ivi
and Zikr-e Khaffi as the most sllll‘;c‘rlil:;(icl‘na(:i
types of zikr. This is in conformity with the
(cac'hing.s of the Book and Hadith, the
purification of the heart which guarantees
real success is obtained through it,
Lo! Those who ward off (evil),
glamour from the devil troubles
do but remember ALLAH and
seers!(7:201)
T_his means that when the pious are
dxslprbed by.tllc sneaking whispers of the
dcv}l, who tries to induce heedlessness into
Ehelr hearts, they cngage themsclves
immediately in zik» and remember ALLAH,
He removes the devil's influence from their
hearts, which resume observation of the
Reality.
Notes:
> It shows that zik» is contingent upon
piety which, in fact, is its door. Zikr leads to
kashf which is the gateway to the supreme
triumph—His gnosis. The devil incessantly
plays his tricks which have no elfect on His
slaves, unlike those overpowered by lustful
desires. Declares ALLAH:
..surely the devil's strategy is ever weak
and insignificant. (4:76)
> The devil's guile vanishes instantly with
zikr and he has no power over Divine
bondsmen.
Surely, as for My slaves, you (devil) have
no power over them... (15:42)

Yet, inverscly, the devil does control the

reins of his (lustful) friends:

His power is only over those who make a
Sriend of him..(16: 100)

» When the devil takes (firm) hold of a
person, zikr pales into insignificance.
Consequently camnal desires get the
better of him as illustrated in the Quran:
The devil has engrossed them and so
has caused them to forget zikr. They
are indeed the devil's party. Truly, it
is only the devil's party who will be
thelosers... (58:19)

y Him) as the

., when
them, they
behold them

CHAPTER-XIV
HALQAH-E ZIKR (Collectivchikr)

In the previous chapter, it has been discussed
that zikr is absolute, by way of quantum and
manner. For this reason learned sifis,
keeping in view necessity, suitability, and
propricty, adopted the form they ConSldt‘:rcd
most cffective. In some cases they prcsc'nbcd
zikr individually and in others collectively.
But some ignorant-folk brand the collective
form, the Halgah, a heresy. This is nol_on!y a
serious crror, in the light of-the principle
explained above, but a heresy by itself.
Proofof Collective Zikr

(0 Muhammad**"), restrain yourself

along with those who cry to their Rabb

at morn and eve seecking His

Countenance only... (18:28)
The Arabic text expression m'a alla zina
(along with those) occurring in the above
verse, proves the collective form of zikr and
Halgah-e Zikr. It also proves the superiority
of this form, as the Prophet™™ was
commanded to restrain himself with those so

_engaged inzikr.

Corroboration by Hadith
Abu Hurai'rah quotes the Propheft™**:
“Groups of Angels keep looking for
persons engaged in zikr. Whenever
they find such a group, they summon
their companions, rcjoice over their
discovery and cover it with their
wings, right up to Heaven. (When the
Angels return o their Rabb to describe
the scenc) they arc commanded to
bear witness to His forgiveness
announced for every onc in that
gathering. One of them submits thata
certain person was present only by
chance and not for the purpose of zikr.
ALLAH says, “This is (such an
august) assembly that none present in
it shall be deprived of My
forgiveness.” (al-Bukhari, vol: 2, p:
948)
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the state of secrecy; for Zikr-¢ Kaffi
is closest to sincerity and humility.
(Tafsir-¢ Kabir (Glossary), vol: 1V,
p:504)

Note: Zikr-e Khaffi guards a beginner

against dissimulation and enables an

accomplished sccker to attain complete
freedom from non-Divine love and to
eternalise in Him. This is supported by

Hadith: Whoever knows ALLAH assumes

silence.

According to Tafsir Abi S'aud:

As sincerity is predominant in Zikr-¢
Khaffi, it is nearest to Divine
acceptance (Tafsir-e Kabir, vol: 1V,
p:504)

Notes:

> Divine acceptance of any worship is
related to the degree of sincerity
attending it; Zikr-e Khaffi is the highest
in this respect.

» The very ohizct of worship is His
acceptance and Zikr-e Khaffi is most
likely to achieve it. For this very reasona
vast majority of veteran sifis have
adopted it. Some S7ifi Orders adopt Zikr-
e Jahar ie. spoken loudly, for the
beginner, but ultimately lead him to
Zikr-e Khaffi.

In fine, anumber of Quranic verses relate to

zikr; ‘some emphasising frequency, and

others urging zikr of His personal name

(ALLAH). Yet others imply Zikr-e Khafft,

the only form which ensures plenitude and

perpetuity. The most comprehensive verse

in this context is: )
And do you (O Muhammad**")
remember your Rabb within
yourself, humbly and with awe,
below your breath, at morn and
evening. And do not be of the
neglectful. (7:205)

Maulana Muhammad Yusuf Bannori

explains this verse in his Nafkhat al-A mber

min Hadith Ash- Sheikh- Anwar, (p: 135):
Sheikh Anwar Shah Kashmiri said,

«“We confinc ourselves strictly to the

meaning of this verse. It pertains to

zikr and not to Salah; though the

latter is also a form of zikr. It implies

Zikr-e Qalbi whereas Salalt is Zikr-e

Lisani (lingual Zikr). That is why the

condition of humility and awe has

been added here; awe is the act of the

human heart.” Another verse in the

Quran clarifies this point thus:

They are (the believers) whose

hearts Jeel fear when ALLAH is

mentioned... (8:2)
According to Hadith inat-Tirmizi, under the
caption, 'Features of the Gates of Hell,
ALLAH shall command: “Take out of the
Hell Fire even the one who remembered Me
fora day or who feared My reckoning.”
This discussion establishes the following
points:

» Zikrhere means Zikr-e Qalbi.
% Zikr-e Qaibi is superior to Zikr-e

Lisani.
Zikrleads to deliverance from Hell.
Zikris ordained mornand eve.
The defaulter is regarded by ALLAH
asneglectful.
In our Order, the Nagshbandiah Owaisiah,
sincere efforts are made to act upon this
verse, in toto, and follow it in letter and
spiritunderall circumstances.
Superiority of Zikr-e Khaffiin Hadith
States Abu Saced Khudri, a renowned
Companion, that he heard the Prophet™**
saying, “The best zikr is Zikr-e Khaffi.” (at-
Targhib, vol: 1V, p: 160) :
States Sa'ad bin Abi Waqqas that he heard
the Prophet™*™ saying, “The best zikr is
Zikr-e Khaffi.” (at-Targhib, vol: 11,p: 537)
Though absolute zikr is cnjoined yet we
have drawn only on the one in voguc,
inherited from the rightéous of the past and
the veteran siifis, the superiority of which is
amply expounded by the Quran and Hadith.
Fully conscious of the order of precedence,
we considerall obligations (towards Himor

Y v v
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. ZIKR

Translation of “Dalail us Suluk” written by
« Hazrat Maulana Allah Yar Khan (RAU)

Ralher zikr is cnjoined under all
circumstances, i.e. sitting, standing,
_reclining, day or night, by word of
¥ 7 mouth or'within the heart, on land or
in the sca, static or in motion, in
prosperity or adversity, in sickness
or health, irrespective of the state
(c.g. eating or drinking, chaste or
polluted, selling or buying, asleep or
awake). (Tafsir Ibn-e Kathir, vol:
‘ 111, p: 495)
- Types of Zikr
+. . Therearethreetypes of zikr:
a) Oral, loudly;
b) Oral,silently;
c) Spiritual, within the heart, i.e. Zikr-¢
y .. Qalbi.
The first type, according (o the
consensus of the Ulama, is an
heresy except where absolutely
necessary; for example, the Azan
(call for prayer), the Tak'hir
(pronouncement heralding the
commencement of Salah), formal
sermon as in Friday and Salat-e
Eid congregations, ctc. (Ta Sir-¢
* . Mazhari, vol: 111, p: 410)
< Zikr-¢ Qalbi's Superiority
* The third type is Zikr-¢ Qalbi. This is the
type which has nothing to do with the words
by the mouth, and as such, cannot even be
discerned by the Kiram an-Katibin. [mam
Abu Y'ala narrates, quoting Hadhrat A'ishah
(a scholar of deep un@crslanding). that the

. Prophet™*" once said:"
" Zikr-e Khaffi which cannot be
4 * discerned by the Kiram an-Katibin s
/ . N

s

.. ALLAH sent this command to Prophet

CHAPTER-XIII

seventy times superior to other
types. On the Day of Judgement,

. mankind will be called to reckoning
by Him and the Kiram an-Katibin
directed to produce the Register of
Conduct of everybody. The Angels
will be commanded to re-cxamine
the records to sce if any of their good
deeds remained unrecorded. They
would submit that everything within
their reach has been duly put down.
ALLAH shall inform them that a
good deed which they could not
discern and hence, were unable to
record was Zikr-e Qalbi. 1, the
narrator, assert that Zikr-e Qalbi
neither snaps, nor is liable to any
interruption. (Tafsir-e Mazhari, vol:
1, p:41)

Superiority of Zikr-e Khaffiin the Quran
And do then (O Muhammad™*")
remember your Rabb within
yourself, humbly and with awe... (7:
205)

When he cried to his Rabb, a cry in
secret. (19:3)

In this verse, ALLAH remembered one of

His friends and appreciated his act of crying

to Him in secret (Zikr-e Khaffi). Imam Razi

writes in the explanation of this verse 1hi‘l‘!

SAMW.

closely followed by the command to preach

what was revealed to him:
That you (O Muhammad™>*")
remember your Rabb within
yourself.... The advantage is that one
. benefits fully only whenzikr attains

i
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[t
Narrated by Hazr:l{ Jabal (RAU); I asked the

Messenger of Allah (SAWS) that which of the deeds, is
the most appreciated one, in the Court of Exalted

Allah (SWT). The Messenger of Allah (SAWS) replied
“It is that you depart from this world in such a way

that your tongue is moist with Allah's Zikr."

Siddiqa Fatima /
Mosque, Kuw
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