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Capt. (Retd.) Khurshid Ahmed

6, 13-C, 12th Commercial Street Opp. Highway Motors
Phas¢ 2, Defence Housing Authority Karachi.
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sins that he had committed during his
lifetime.”

Similarly, there is another Hadith in
which the Holy Prophet is reported to
have said:

XaEii

. "Whosoever stood with sincerity

“and firm belief in ALLAH for a single

night's prayers during the holy month of
Ramadhan, it is sufficient to obtain Divine

eness for a whole previous life of
. According to scholars, a person
who offers Isha & Fajar prayers in
assembly in the mosque during the holy
month of Ramadhan, falls under the
purview of standing in prayer throughout
the night. Besides this, if someone
regularly offers Tahajjad, performs Zikr,
‘recites the Holy Quran and performs other
Supplemental prayers, he certainly adds to
his Ibadat. He will get additional reward
for such additional acts of worship.
Because a person who performs a
Supplemental prayer during the holy
month of Ramadhan gets the reward
equivalent to mandatory prayers. Yet the
reward for the performance of mandatory
prayers during this month is seventy times
more than the normal reward. As a sequel
to this discussion, it has been revealed that
the blessings, as well as the rewards, of the
holy month of Ramadhan have been so
eminently exalted. According to the Holy
Prophet (SAW), the first ten days of the
holy month are full of blessings, the next
ten are for seeking ALLAF's Torgivencss
and the last ten days are exclusively meant
for obtaining a certificate of Emancipation
through  unqualified  obedience  of
ALLAH’s Commands.

Above all, there is a very blessed
night in the last ten days of the holy month
of Ramadhan called "Lailat ul-Qadar” the
Night of Power. The reward of worship
during this night is more than a thousand
months - the exact quantum is at His
discretion! The blessings of ALLAH do
not end here but continue to increase. The
most interesting aspect of this holy month
is that all of the Satans are instantly
imprisoned with the sighting of the
Crescent of Ramadhan. This is solely to
facilitate humanity to get rid of Satanic
inspirations and also to help pave the way
for acquiring piety and seek ALLAH’s
forgiveness. According to an Hadith, there
is an open invitation for Divine forgiveness
during the course of Ramadhan.
Whosoever seeks it, gets it due to His

sheer kindness.

Now we as human beings make our
own calculations, ‘but without having a
cross-check as to whether our prayers and
all other acts of worship were absolutely
according to ALLAH’s will or whether we
have attained the required level of piety
during the holy month of Ramadhan. In
case we feel a pleasant change in our daily
life and our minds are bent towards the
Sublime Being, it means we have attained
something with ALLAH’s blessings. And if
the answer is not in the affirmative, then it
means we have lost the holy month and
failed to achieve the objective of life.

However, the one who attains the
required level of piety during the month of
Ramadhan is strong enough to fight with
the Satanic forces and ALLAH will not let
him fall. Although the Satans are set free
at the end of Ramadhan but the true
bondsmen acquire the capacity to keep on
fighting with them until the next

r
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Ramadhan when they get fresh supply of
energy and strength. In case we have been
able to maintain such a state of mind then
we would prove to be a great worry for
Satan rather than his being a burden on us.
If on the contrary, we failed to acquire that
level of piety during the month of
Ramadhan and fell prey to the whispers of
the Devil(the moment it is freed) then we
have really lost it. They Holy Prophet
(SAW) is reported to have said, “The one
who did not abstain from evils did not get
anything out of fasting except starvation
and thirst."ALLAH is not interested in
exposing mankind-to starvation and thirst
but only looks for their sincere love
towards Him.

In fact it was upto mankind to care
for their basic spiritual needs and to
realize the infinite blessings of ALLAH
that were being showered on it during the
holy month of Ramadhan. Viewing from
this angle, if we found an improvement in
our way of life and we have started
enjoining virtues and forbidding evils, then
we are on the right path. This is really
satisfying position and we must be
thankful to the Sublime Being and also be
determined to maintain this standard.

GOD forbid! If this state of mind
has not been maintained, even then one
should not despair. There is still a way
out. Such a person should repent of his
past sins and resolve to abstain from evil in
the future, he would certainly be rewarded
by ALLAH for his good intentions. The
Sublime Lord says,"...when a person makes
up his mind to commit a sin and then
abandons it, T certainly reward him for
giving up the idea of evil doing.”

Similarly, ALLAH says, "...a person
who has a good intention which is to

materialize later, I duly reward him for
such good intentions. " This vividly reflects
the generous way of the Sublime Lord.

GOD forbid! If we have been lacking to

acquire something during the holy month
of Ramadhan, let us repent the past and
sincerely resolve to attain the required

“ level of piety during the next Ramadhan,
Insha-ALLAH, you will get the reward of

this good intention even if you say good-
bye to this world before the mext
Ramadhan. As you know there are about
11 months before the next Ramadhan
returns, no one knows whether he would
be still alive because life is not guaranteed
at all.

There were many beloved faces

whom we have known over the years but

were missing during the recent Ramadhan.
So this is the process of life, and maybe the
next time we ourselves will not be seen
here. These are the facts of life which no
one can deny ourselves and see our losses
and gains and then make every singere
effort to make amends, with ALLAH's
blessings.

And let us pray before Him for His
absolute guidance, long for availing the
infinite blessings of the ensuing Ramadhan
and seek refuge against all deceits of
Satan. In the meantime, if you happen to
leave this world, the Sublime Lord would
certainly not disappoint you and would
fully reward you for your intentions. This is
the correct approach which we must adopt
to make this re-appraisal of ourselves. May
ALLAH bless us with the strength to
acquire the maximum rewards of this holy
month, and forgive us for our short-
comings. Ameen!

Hadhrat Maulana Muhammad Akram

-
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sins that he had committed during his
lifetime.”

Similarly, there is another Hadith in
which the Holy Prophet is reported to
have said:

XaEii

. "Whosoever stood with sincerity

“and firm belief in ALLAH for a single

night's prayers during the holy month of
Ramadhan, it is sufficient to obtain Divine

eness for a whole previous life of
. According to scholars, a person
who offers Isha & Fajar prayers in
assembly in the mosque during the holy
month of Ramadhan, falls under the
purview of standing in prayer throughout
the night. Besides this, if someone
regularly offers Tahajjad, performs Zikr,
‘recites the Holy Quran and performs other
Supplemental prayers, he certainly adds to
his Ibadat. He will get additional reward
for such additional acts of worship.
Because a person who performs a
Supplemental prayer during the holy
month of Ramadhan gets the reward
equivalent to mandatory prayers. Yet the
reward for the performance of mandatory
prayers during this month is seventy times
more than the normal reward. As a sequel
to this discussion, it has been revealed that
the blessings, as well as the rewards, of the
holy month of Ramadhan have been so
eminently exalted. According to the Holy
Prophet (SAW), the first ten days of the
holy month are full of blessings, the next
ten are for seeking ALLAF's Torgivencss
and the last ten days are exclusively meant
for obtaining a certificate of Emancipation
through  unqualified  obedience  of
ALLAH’s Commands.

Above all, there is a very blessed
night in the last ten days of the holy month
of Ramadhan called "Lailat ul-Qadar” the
Night of Power. The reward of worship
during this night is more than a thousand
months - the exact quantum is at His
discretion! The blessings of ALLAH do
not end here but continue to increase. The
most interesting aspect of this holy month
is that all of the Satans are instantly
imprisoned with the sighting of the
Crescent of Ramadhan. This is solely to
facilitate humanity to get rid of Satanic
inspirations and also to help pave the way
for acquiring piety and seek ALLAH’s
forgiveness. According to an Hadith, there
is an open invitation for Divine forgiveness
during the course of Ramadhan.
Whosoever seeks it, gets it due to His

sheer kindness.

Now we as human beings make our
own calculations, ‘but without having a
cross-check as to whether our prayers and
all other acts of worship were absolutely
according to ALLAH’s will or whether we
have attained the required level of piety
during the holy month of Ramadhan. In
case we feel a pleasant change in our daily
life and our minds are bent towards the
Sublime Being, it means we have attained
something with ALLAH’s blessings. And if
the answer is not in the affirmative, then it
means we have lost the holy month and
failed to achieve the objective of life.

However, the one who attains the
required level of piety during the month of
Ramadhan is strong enough to fight with
the Satanic forces and ALLAH will not let
him fall. Although the Satans are set free
at the end of Ramadhan but the true
bondsmen acquire the capacity to keep on
fighting with them until the next

r



Creator, ALLAH has blessed mankind with
many gifts in the shapc of Ibadat. The holy
month of Ramadhan is one such gift.

The Holy Quran declares:

Oh! You who believe, Fasting is
prescribed for you, even as it was prescribed
for those before you so that you may attain
piety and restraint. (2: 183)

The aim behind fasting is not only
to limit or abstain from eating but to
acquire piety, a nearness to ALLAH, the
Almighty. Piety itself has a vast meaning in
the Quranic sense and it reflects a
particular state of mind. However, @ the
Urdu translation of the Book, the meaning
of piety has been given as "Fear”, yet fear
has many aspects. A person should fear
the loss of the connection or relationship
with a beloved. Yet a lover is the one who
completely submits to the beloved. So here
we take picty as meaning the love for
ALLAH. In fact piety is that state of the
relationship with Him whereby the true
bondsmen completely submit to His will
and realize that He is in every sphere of
life.

They do each and every thing
strictly in accordance with the wishes of
the Sublime beloved. They cannot even
think or doing anything against the wishes
of ALLAH.How to acquire piety during the
holy month of Ramadhan is a question for
which an answer is 40 be found nowhere
else but in the Quran itself. ALLAH relates
special favors deme to the believers during
the holy month of Ramadhan. The first
one is that He revealed the Quran(the
personal word of ALLAH). The revelation
of the Quran itself is a great blessing of
ALLAH whereby mankind can listen to the
personal word of the Sublime Being.

Here in this gathering you are
listening to me with a certain state of
mind. In case my words are-appealing, you
would readily accept them, otherwise you
would reject them. The speech of every
speaker has a direct impact on the
audience. Similarly, a human being is
affccted by the company he keeps. A good
and pious company makes him piou
a bad company turns him into a scoi
If the words of a human being have suck

dire effect, then what about the persm:ﬂ

word of ALLAH the Alm:ghty‘?
The word of ALLAH carries the | at
force and has far reaching effecﬂ‘

mankind, it is certainly commensurau_‘. with

the highest status of the Gracious Lor
Accordingly, ALLAH declares,”...that |
blessings and favors of Ramadhan are due
to My personal word," ie., the Holy
Quran, which again was revealed during
the holy month of Rmadhan. A single day
of sincere fasting in this month is enough
to wash away the sins of a whole previous
life. This vividly demonstrates the
abounding rewards the Almighty has made
available during this holy month.

The average life of a person is
about 60 years or so. Suppose he gets
trapped by the Devil and commits a
number of sins but all of a sudden realizes
his obligation to ALLAH, possibly at the
behest of a pious man or due to good
company. By the time the holy month of
Ramadhan sets in and this person repents
to all of his sins and starts fasting, it will be
sufficient to wash away the sins of his past
60 years. According to a Hadith:

"Whosoever fasts with sincerity and
fears ALLAH, then a single day of fasting
would suffice, so as to wash away all of the

+



I naturally and readily accepts virtue and
' develops an antagonism towards evil. To
- further explain, I will quote a Hadith-
‘Qudsi, "ALLAH says, ‘Divine Lights could

created various things for
5 needs. One blossoms to fill the

; one dies so that the other
is the system that ALLAH has

al figure of His creation. He sees
ical beauty of things around him,
‘them are necessary for his body,
and intellect. He is chromed and

tever he sces is available to him but
 for his body. His soul being from the
ealm of Command, he ought, to get
i . some nourishment for his soul as well.
~ This he can obtain by total submission to
t ALLAH and by total adherence to the
Sunnah of Prophet Muhammad (SAW).

Thus his soul starts feeling and
o comprehending many things which remain
far beyound the province of ordinary
beings. Then he becomes somewhat of a
special being, striving and striving further
and further to the attainment of greater
glory. At this stage the "Ibadat becomes
pleasing to the body and starts unfolding
its hidden wealth. One becomes immune
to the evils and distractions of this world.
His eyes are now on the Hereafter and
feels an urge to meet his Creator. He
starts biding for his time, but mind you, it
is not an easy task

- You are well aware that Satan got
leave from ALLAH to misguide mankind.
He pleaded, "Allow me 1o live, give me time
and freedom. you will see that mankind will

Jollow me, he will bow his forehead at my
door, he will not come to your door."

Here a question arises, that after
creating such a unique creature, why did
the Creator put it to a direct confrontation
with Satan "the Outcast"? A poet has
inferred a different meaning from such a
confrontation in his own words:

"..pulting somecone on an empty
raft on the high seas and warning him
against getting wet!"

Although we do not agree with such
an idea as Islam totally negates this sort of
thinking. The Holy Quran categorically
rules out the possibility of True Muslims
being diverted from the Right Path in the
face of Satanic tactics. The tall claims
being made by the Devil in this regard are
nothing but false. Satan, when put at large
was told in clear terms by ALLAH that he
would not be able to get the True Muslims _
off the track in spite of all of his devilish
tactics. Anyone following the Satanic way
of life will be sent to Hell together with the
Devil himself.

We live in a world of means
wherein ALLAH has made available the
means of protection against everything . he
has also provided the means of protection
to his bondsmen against Satan. All Ibadat
(the acts of worship to ALLAH) are the «
means of protection that the Almighty has
bestowed upon mankind. Every prayer
establishes a connection with the Creator
and acquires abounding reward which
shields a person against devilish tactics. It
is in fact a Divine connection that has been
activated through spiritual purification by
all Messengers of ALLAH and the Prophet
Muhammad (SAW). In order to further
strengthen  his  relationship with the

. |



and catalog. Suffice it to say, that its
numbers reach into the millions of spc(:les
inhabiting thc Earth,the seas and the air.

Out ol' this animal life comes the
most beautiful creation of ALLAH (SWT)
"INSANIYAT" mankind. All things have
been created for him. In fact, everything
pressed into the service of mankind has
attained the ultimate goal of its creation,
provided this usc is within the Divine
limits. Mankind is authorized to use
animals as food, their hair for clothing,
and their skin for shoes etc. In this we
realize that mankind, being superior to all
of creation, has the mandatory right to
take the service from all of the lower
creation. ALLAH has ordained, "The sun
and the moon have been made subservient
to you. It is He Who has created for you ail
that is in the earth." Obscrvmg this system,
that the inferior is in service to the
superior, one is tempted to ask questions,
mankind, after all, is also a creation. it has
also been made by the same Creator.

As such there must be a purpose
for its creation as well. ALLAH has
revealed this purpose by saying, "I created
the jinn and human kind only that they
might worship Me." Mankind has been
made so supreme that it is to avail these
sources of all the creations in the universe.
~—Sut its superiority lies in the total
submission to its Creator. Not mere
submission, but establishing some sort of
approchement  or connection with
ALLAH, the Creator of all things, the
absolute Master of the entire universe. But
the question arises, how does one establish
any relationship with ALLAH. 1t is easy to
understand the relationship of mankind
with animals, animal life with plant life and

of plant life with minerals. But mankind

d

L) ‘
being just a handful of clay, can hardly
manage to cultivate any sort of i
relanonshlp with ALLAH, the Creator of

all things, since no one can either see
or picture Him.

It is far beyond the realm of aﬂﬁ'_
creation to have any idea of the Creator
except what He Himself and His '
Muhammad (SAW) has said. The
being is not like any other animal, |
soul that is planted in him is s
from the Realm of Divine
manifestation of ALLAH. In on
understand this we may revert |
routine of our dally knowledge. |
imagine that it is like an integrated cir
or microchip that is buried deep in
heart that cannot be seen with the
eye. It lies dormant in the body as
vehicle for reaching an understanding
establishing a relationship with ALLAH,
the Creator of all things. When we activate
it by a certain process - the whole being is .'\1

L3

transformed, the soul which has its natural
abode in Heaven leaps toward those
empyrean heights and the body starts
enjoying a unique ecstasy in bowiag before
ALLAH.

This happens only when the light *
comes directly to the Lataaif (subtle
portions in the human body). As the
Lataaif become clearer and fully charged,
the relationship with ALLAH is
strengthened and one feels correctly and
righteously oriented with Him. It is at this
stage that the hecart of a believer, i.e., the
subtle heart, receives the Divine Light,
which while passing through the physical
heart on their way to the subtle heart get
mixed up with the blood. And when the 2
blood charged with Divine Lights
circulates into the physical body, each part
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AN APPRAISAL OF THE MONTH OF RAMADHAN

Oh! You who believe, Fasting is
prescribed for you, even as it was prescribed
for those before you so that you may attain
piety and restraint. (2: 183)

My dear brothers. With the
of ALLAH Almighty, the month
madhan has just ended. It is quite
ent that in addition to its many

gs, this month also causes the

' -—@&qhancc of ALLAH in many ways.

| listen to the Fadhail of Ramadhan,
ad about it, and above all act in many
ays. In todays brief meeting, ALLAH
ling, we will carry out an appraisal to
4 m if we gained anything or lost
_ 'ﬁllﬁng It is a process to determine the
‘rise or fall of an individual, which we
accomplish in accordance with the Divine
Instructions? But what is the main purpose
and scope behind this? And can we cross
check how far we have succeeded in our
endeavors or fallen short of our target, due
1o any of our physical or spiritual failings,
s0 as to make amends.

s

First of all, we shall have to
-understand ‘Ibadat (the acts of devotion to
ALLAH) and their purpose. In this vast
expanse of the universe, ALLAH (SWT)
sent many Prophets and Messengers who
helped mankind to understand, to the best
of their intellectual capacity, the purpose
and meaning of their being in this system.
From this, it is evident that though the
Earth is very small unit in this Solar
System, yet it holds a unique position in
the universe.

Whether the sun shines or there is
moonlight or the stars rise and set after
completing their course, the good Earth
remains the focal point or the center of
attraction. All of these do cause some
effects. Some of them have been

ST daveT DEenm
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discovered while other still remain out of
reach of human intellect. The Earth is
composed of small elements, which in
modern terminology, are called the atoms
and which can’t be split further, yet
thousands of such atoms can rest on the
tip of a pen. In spite of its utterly small
size, it has a complete system of its own
like the one we find in the Solar System.
This is the beauty that ALLAH (SWT) has
created and declared, "No atom is out of
Divine Authority” This splash of color and
pageantry that our eye beholds on this
earth is the creation of ALLAH (SWT).
These small atoms 4re collected in various
forms to make and appear in different
things. Some are lying as sand, while
others are gathered as stones. Some are
formed as coal and out of some coal we
discover diamonds.

Similarly, some atoms form to
make up the earth whereas little variations
in its formation will usher in a wide range
of minerals, which by itself is another
world--still, in the service of mankind. This
we call JAMADAT" and they are made
to fit in the Divine Order of things.They
remain vulnerable to the vicissitudes of

-weather like the rest of creation, but ever

ready for Divine Orders.

Over them is another level of
creation called "NABATAT", the plgﬁh
kingdom. It is a better form of creation
and it takes service from "JAMADAT"
Air, clay, water, the atmosphere, sunshine,
moonlight, etc. are all in the service for
their growth. They appear in the form of a
variety of colors of flowers, beautiful trees,
various kinds of vegetables, fruits, etc. Yet
again we find another level of creation
called "THAIWNAT" the animal kingdom,
which remains too formidable to number

able to number
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