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of the Quran, Allah has referred to the behaviour of Satan in following words: Ae refused,
demurred with pride and he WAS among the disbelievers. But our translators modify the
verse as: ... and he BECAME one of the disbelievers. They probably presume that the
modified translation would be easily understood by a common reader. Whereas Allah has
disclosed here that Satan had always been a disbeliever in Divine Knowledge. His
worship and efforts were not inspired by the thought of Divine Grandeur and Greatness
but were aimed at establishing self-importance and glorification. Even though he
remained a disbeliever throughout he was not punished till his disbelief became
manifest. If somebody informs you that this man will commit a murder, you won't hang
him unless he commits the crime. This incident answers a common question. Some
people remain associated with accomplished saints for long periods. They practise
meditations and attain to high stations of the Path. But afterwards, they lose all this
excellence and finally leave the Order. If these people were not capable of sustaining this
bliss, why were they so blessed? The answer is very simple. The basic aim of such people
is self-glorification and public recognition. Their maligned intention afflicts them with
‘holier than thou syndrome’, like Satan. As a natural result of their association with
accomplished saints they do acquire spiritual excellence, but this achievement is only
momentary and temporary. Their impure intention finally reveals itself and they lose
everything instantly. You will invariably discover this syndrome at the root of every such
incident. I answered this important question not to condemn any particular person but as
a general precaution. Allah has repeatedly warned mankind of Hell and its punishment so
that people realise the danger and make efforts to avert it. Anybody can acquire this
blessing from an accomplished Shaikh, but if he wants to use it for personal glorification
and self-recognition, he will certainly lose it sooner or later. Such a person will be
charged with misusing an exclusive expression of Divine Glory and Majesty. Therefore,
one should visit an accomplished saint only to learn the way to accept and submit to
Divine Greatness. A denouncer of Tasawwuf doesn't become a Kafir (disbeliever) like
the denouncer of Shari‘ah, but it has been established through the ages that such people
always die on Kufr (disbelief). A similar opinion has been expressed by Maulana
Thanvi™. The departure of spiritual bliss drastically diminishes the ability to retain
Faith, and gradually drags one to wander and ultimately perish in the dark valley of Kufr.
The Quran has expressed this catastrophe thus: those who break the covenant with you,
actually break themselves. Such a breach of trust certainly leads to self-destruction.

These were a few of my submissions about human greatness, Humanity owes its exalted
status to the Ruh, which belongs to the Realm of Command. Its creation is related to the
breath of the Divine Spirit and it is the instrument of Divine Nearness. Its absence
negates humanity in a human being. In the words of the Quran: they are like animals,
rather worse. A human being who loses his human excellence and greatness falls below
the level of animals. May Allah grant us the capacity of good deeds along with true reali-
sation and may He pardon us our sins and mistakes. Ameen!
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equally wrong. We consider him a Bashar of our own level and find it difficult to believe
that a Prophet could be a human being like us, that is the reason of our denial. The fact is
that we have lost all human values and have fallen below the lowest leve] of humanity.
He*™™. on the other hand. symbolises human perfection and stands at the pinnacle of
human excellence. He is the ideal ‘Bashar' and there is none like him, it is not correct to
deny his humanity. This point came up just by the way. Allah joined the Ruh, created
from the refulgence of the Realm of C ommand. with the human body. According to Qazi
Thna Ullah Pani Patti**, the author of Tafsir-i Mazhari, the Ruh first permeates and then
animates the heart. [t is observed and felt at five points in the body called the Qalb, the
Ruh, the Sirri, the Khati and the Akhfa. He writes that a human being is a compound of
ten elements. Five of them pertain to this world: fire. clay, air, water and Nafs (the soul)
which is a subtle product of their combination. The other five Lata’if (subtleties) (Qalb,
Ruh, Sirri, Khafi and Akhfa) relate to the *Alam-i Amar (the Realm of Command). The
Ruh animates and illuminates them and abides therein, as well, this opinion has been
corroborated by Mujaddid Alif Thani™" also, These faculties are gifted to every human
being by nature. ‘Every child is born with a just nature. Then his parents convert him to
Judaism or fire- worship', ( al-Hadith). It means that every child possesses these intrinsic
faculties but is impressed or influenced by his parents or environment to deviate from the
natural course. It should be understood that the angels prostrated neither before the
human physical body. nor before the Nafs (the soul), but they bowed before it » sublime
subtlety of the Realm of Command - the Ruh. This respect and reverence is reserved for
the Ruh, which elevates and perfects humanity. '

The Ruh quickens the heart first. The capacity to acquire and retain the truth indicates
the presence of life in a heart. while noble conduct denotes its strength. A newly born
child and a young man both possess life, but there is a vast difference between their
relative strength and energy. Faith inspires life in the heart and noble conduct makes it
strong. But, if one doesn't accept Faith, he is divested of this subtlety of the Realm of
Command. which resides in him no more. However, he retains the ability to recall it at
any moment prior to his death. Certain people are totally consumed by evil and sins so
that their hearts lose this capability forever and they cannot regain this grace. The Quran
mentions their condition as: Allah has sealed their hearts. This seal doesn't signify the
end of human life, but it denotes the impossibility of return of the Ruh from the Realm of -
Command to the sealed heart, whose sins have squelched this capability. You warn them
or warn them not, they would never believe, This verse informs the Holy Prophet**" that
despite his best efforts to preach to such people, with warnings about the terrible conse-
quences of evil conduct and glad tidings about the rewards of noble deeds. they would
never believe; it is all the same for them. But why won't they believe? It is because Allah
has sealed their hearts. They have severed their relationship with Allah and turned away
from Him to the point of no return. For that reason, Allah has deprived their hearts of the
ability to accept the truth. The life of the heart depends upon the light of Faith, which is
distributed by the Prophets; it means that a Prophet is the real source and fountainhead of
this life. Any believer who met the Holy Prophet*** became his Companion. In an instant
he was elevated to the highest level of humanity below Prophethood, because he was
directly connected to the source of life. If you place an iron ball in fire, it will absorb the
heat and colour of the fire and immediately turn into a fire ball itself, because it is directly
subjected to the effect of the source. This absorption of effect is inversely proportional to
time and distance. Similarly, a believer, who found the direct company of the Holy
Prophet™" received a greater share of Prophetic blessings than those who followed later.
Every Order of Tasawwuf aims at saturating the hearts of their seekers with the light
radiated by the Shaikh. This process of drawing beneficence is similar to that adopted by
the Companions, Taba’in and Tab’a Taba’in, in that order. The other option is to abide by
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Resurrection the sun would descend to a lance's height. But much before that, in this
world, people would see lights hanging at a lance height.” He was perceiving the
streetlights of today. Referring to the air travel of the present time, he wrote. *“Men will
fly in the belly of huge birds, which will cover the distance of months only in moments.
They will not be living animals like camels or horses and will neither eat nor drink. What
would they be, only Allah knows best, but they would come into existence before the
Last Day.” The printing press had not been invented during his time. He wrote Fatuhiyat-
e Makkiyah with his pen and threw the manuscript on the rooftop of the K'abah. Years
later, when someone climbed up, he found the book. The rain, storm, dust, heat or cold of
the intervening years had not effaced even a single word of that masterpiece. Despite his
excellence, some scholars are not prepared to accept him as a Muslim. while the Sufis
call him ‘the great teacher’. However. that is a common phenomenon that will continue
to recur, because man is a slave to his own ego. Mujaddid Alif Thani (Rahmat Allah
Alaihi) was branded as a non-Muslim and sentenced to jail. But, today, his Maktubat
(letters) are acknowledged as an authority on religious matters. Why a man, whose letters
are treated as a reference and authority today, was not himself accepted as an authority
during his life? That is an important question. The answer is probably related to Divine
Grace. It is not a mere incident, but a special Divine favour that He guides some people
to benefit from His blessed slaves. Other people do get the reward of their good deeds but
don't get the opportunity to benefit from such personalities during their lives. However,
after their death, they accept and quote them as authorities and references. Only a handful
of Sufis were recognised during their lives and that people benefited from them.

The Ruh has been created from the brilliance of the Realm of Command. Its essence i3
infinite and therefore its life is eternal. Its union grants eternai life to an otherwise mortal
human being. An_ angel portrays total piety but was never put to any test. Shaitan was
tested but he also does not possess this Ruh. What, after all, is the effect of the presence
of this Ruh in the human body? If you read through the whole Quran, you will find that
the jinn have been warned of punishment for their evil conduct but they have not, even
once. been promised Jannah (Paradise) fcr their good deeds. Their good conduct and
obedience can earn them simple salvation but not Paradise; ‘If you obey, you will escape
a painful doom.” Religious scholars maintain that, after the Divine Reckoning, the life of
those jinn who attain to salvation will end, while the life of those who are sentenced to
doom. will end on completion of their punishment. They are promised Hell but not
Paradise. There is only one verse of Surah ar-Rahman where the jinn have been
mentioned in relation to Paradise. Referring to the creation of Hoorin , Allah says. ke
man or jinni would have touched them before'. According to religious scholars. the jinn
have been mentioned here because, during this life, they can touch and possess human
beings. If only human beings were mentioned in this verse, a doubt as to the possibility of
the jinn having touched them (Hoorin) may have arisen. They have been mentioned here
only to obviate this possibility. They would not enter Paradise because they do not enjoy
eternal life. :

There remains only one creature, the human being, who is also called 'Bashar'. The
Quran refers to its creation as: I am going to create a 'Bashar' from clay. This Divine
verse negates a common notion that Prophets are not human beings: it is not a correct
belief because, of all creation, only humanity has been blessed with Prophethood.
Anybody, who is not a human. being, cannot be a Prophet. Idolaters had denied the
Prophethood of the Holy Prophet™" on the plea that he is a 'Bashar' and thus cannot be
Prophet. We contend that he™" is a Prophet and therefore cannot be a '‘Bashar'. The denial
is similar, only its plea has been reversed. They accepted him**" as a human being but not
as a Prophet. and we accept him as a Prophet but not as a human being. Both beliefs are
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The Holy Prophet*** reportedly said that the Heavens and the earth and all within them
look like a tiny ripple in a vast desert when compared to the ‘Arsh (Divine Throne). The
"Arsh has nine storeys, that is to say there are nine ‘Uroosh. The Heavens and the earth
and all that they contain vanish in the vastness of the first ‘Arsh like a small ring in a
desert. The vastness of each subsequent ‘Arsh increases in the same proportion, to the
extent that the first eight ‘Uroosh and all within them, appear like a small ring in a desert
when compared with the vastness of the ninth ‘Arsh; the Circles of the Realm of Com-
mand start here. The extent and vastness of these Circles are not measured in terms of
space or distance but in the difference of their relative splendour and specific states. The
ninth ‘Arsh and all within, is lost in the vastness of the first Circle like a small ring in a
desert. There are forty-two Circles in the Realm of Command and the vastness of each
subsequent Circle increases in the same ratio. Beyond and above them are the Divine
Veils. A fortunate Ruh, which transcends all of these sublime heights, has only now
reached its home. Its journey towards Divine Nearness would start henceforward. The
common notion that anyone who attains to the stages of Fana-o Baga has covered the
whole Sulook (sublime Path), stems from sheer ignorance. The meditations of Fana-o
Baqa are like the primary letters of the alphabets of the sublime Path. As stated before, a
fortunate Ruh that ascends the nine ‘Uroosh and attains to the Realm of Command has
only reached its home. The concept of space does not exist here. Most travellers of this
Path cannot even imagine the grandeur of these heights. Those reaching here resemble a
traveller who endures the hardship of his journey, braves different weathers, escapes the
wayside robbers and reaches the safety of his home. But to earn himself a place of
honour, he must proceed further. Beyond these stages are the Divine Veils and the
stations of Divine Nearness, which are granted by Divine grace through the Holy
Prophet™", and God willing, this blessing shall continue forever.

However, it is strange that this grace is being talked about after many centuries and may
not be mentioned again for many more. It is a common psychological phenomenon that a
man realises the real worth of his possession only after its loss. A petson, who is born in
a family that has a personal car for everyone, would never appreciate the significance of a
car. But if adversity deprives him of his car, only then will he realise and remember its
ease and comfort. Similarly, wealth and status will appear to be ordinary things to a
person brought up in an affluent environment. Only their loss would bring about the bitter
realisation of their significance. Sufis are treated differently even in everyday life,
nobody is prepared to give them any importance or pay any heed to them. People are
generally driven by their ego and a false sense of self-importance. They feel that if they
acknowledge Allah's special favours on someone, they would be implicitly
acknowledging his superiority. For that reason, they adamantly reject and antagonise
him. They come to realise his worth only after his death, when they revere and quote him
for centuries. Men like Ba Yazid Bustami and Abul Hassan Khargani who are respected
today as great saints, were bitterly persecuted during their lives. They were branded as
heretics and accused of fabricating and preaching a new religion. They were driven out of
their homes and banished from their cities. They were compelled to live in desolate
places and jungles. Their entry into the civilised world was strictly banned by the rulers.
But after their death, they were recognised as men of outstanding eminence. Even today,
centuries later, people meditate on their tombs for spiritual bliss. Mohy -ud Din Ibn-e
“Arbi is yet another example, he is known as 'Shaikh-i Akbar’ (the great teacher) by Sufis.
He was declared a disbeliever during his life and even today, a large number of Muslims
consider him a disbeliever. He was a man divinely blessed with exceptional vision. He
wrote a small treatise titled Ma Bada qabl al-Qiyamah (That which will appear before the
Last Day). In that he enumerated those unusual events that he perceived through his
spiritual vision, to occur before the Last Day. He wrote, ‘It is said that on the Day of
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from the time of their creation till the Last Day, there would have been just one Prophet
among them. Once started, the process of deputising Prophets would have continued. In
fact, he was a pious jinn, who was their ruler and was reportedly slain by them. In strik-
ing contrast, the foundation of humanity was laid upon Prophethood and the first human
being, Adam™, was a Prophet of Allah. Prophethood has only been bestowed upon man-
kind because it is associated with the breathing of the Divine Spirit. Allah addressed the
angels saying, 'l am creating a human being from potter's clay of altered mud, but this
new creation will be significantly different from the existing creatures such as heavenly
bodies, animals, birds, plants and trees. When I have shaped him and breathed into him
from My Spirit, you shall all prostrate before him'. This breathing of the Divine Spirit is
the basis of Prophethood. What is Prophethood in reality and what additional attributes
distinguish a Prophet from a common human being? It is that the heart of a Prophet can
perceive Allah directly! Prophethood denotes this direct perception, connection and
communication without any means or medium. Allah speaks directly to His Prophets,
and through them He communicates His Message to the rest of mankind! The hearing
and the comprehension of Divine Speech is an exclusive honour and privilege of a
Prophet. A non-Prophet has to turn to a Prophet for knowledge of the Divine Being. With
all of its various organs, the human body has to depend on its eyes for vision and
observation. A Prophet is like an eye for humanity, he is the instrument of Divine
perception, observation and communication. He is the sole connection between man and
God, this distinction is known as Prophethood.

Humanity was blessed with this honour because it received something from the Divine
Spirit. Religious scholars have expounded, to exhaustive details, the Divine Verse: and
when I breathe something of My Spirit into him, to determine the reality of breathing of
the Spirit. Before discussing the point, it shall be proper to first understand the nature of
the Spirit (Ruh). These scholars maintain that the spirit is a subtle energy released by a
combination of various body elements in their Divinely ordained proportion. It permeates
every drop of blood, animates each cell of the body and initiates all physical and mental
activity. This spirit is known as the 'animal soul’. It is the source of life common to all
live species including human beings and birds. All living beings have a common level o
life. But at this point, the human being distinguishes itself from the rest of creation.
Along with the soul, he is blessed with a subtle angelic Spirit (Ruh) from the Realm of
Command. Now what is that Spirit? They question you about the Ruh. Say: It is from the
Command of my Lord but you have been given no knowledge about it, save a little.
During the Holy Prophet's™" time, the Makkans sent their envoys to Jewish scholars in
Madinah to devise difficult religious questions to be asked of the Holy Prophet™". They
knew for sure that, none except a Prophet blessed with Divine knowledge could ever
answer them. One of their questions related to the nature of the Ruh. Divine Revelation
answered that the Ruh was from the Command of the Lord. Now, what is this Command
of the Lord? A Command is not a creation but a personal Attribute of Allah. The Ruhisa
creation, but it has not been created from any matter or element. It has been created by a
Divine Command. It is from the Command of Allah but it is not the Command itself,
because a Command is an uncreated Divine Attribute. All Attributes of Allah are eternal,
as is His Essence. He did not create and then adopt any of His ‘previously non-existing’
Attributes; it is not worthy of Him. His Absolute Self is beyond the concept of any
beginning or end. Similarly, His Attributes have no beginning or end. No one shares His
Sublime Essence or any of His Attributes. The Attribute of Command manifests itself at
a different plane of existence, known as the Realm of Command. According to religious
scholars, the Realm of Command begins where the Realm of Creation ends. It is across

from and beyond the boundaries of creation.
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Truly, WE created man from potter’s clay, altered mud; though
earlier  WE created the Jinn Jfrom the essence of fire.
(Remember) when your Lord said to the angels: “Note well: ]
am creating a mortal from potter’s clay, altered black mud!
When I have created him and have breathed into him from My
Essence, prostrate yourselves before him.” The angels, in their
entirety, did so prostrate themselves, except Iblis. He refused to
prostrate. (15: 26~31)

These verses of Surah al-Hijr from the 14" Part of the holy Quran, mention the four
creations, from amongst the multitude of creations that are accountable for their deeds.
These four comprise the angels, Satan, the jinn and human beings and only these four
species are required to obey their Lord and will have to account for their actions. The
remaining innumerable creatures have not been given any option. They strictly follow
their natural instincts granted to them by Allah. Therefore, in the literal sense, they
neither obey nor disobey their Creator. Out of these four accountable creations, the angels
have been created from light; they don't have an animal soul (N afs), therefore, they have
no material needs, requirements or desires. Allah's Zikr and obedience is all that they
require and desire; they are obedience personified. In the opinion of religious scholars,
Satan (Shaitan) is a jinn by creation. He worshipped Allah so assiduously and devotediy
that he was graded as a separate creature, included in the angels and permitted to live
with them in the Heavens. The jinn were created before humans and Allah mentions their
creation as being from the flame of fire. They have been created from its.invisible heat.
By itself, fire is an invisible and subtle clement, only the burning particles and substances
are visible. The jinn were created from that subtle essence of fire. It is important to note
that both the angels and the jinn possess life, but the infusion of a Ruh (Spirit) has not
been mentionzd in either’s case. The jinn are also accountable for their deeds because
they possess the realisation to fulfil the desires and obligations of their lives. They require
food and drink, possess wealth and property, experience the effects of weather and have
families, wives, children, friends and foes. They inhabited the earth before the advent of
humanity. The most pious and God-fearing amongst them was appointed their ruler with
a definite code of conduct. So long as they adhered to that code, they lived in peace but
gradually they transgressed and rebelled. Their king died or they killed him and spread
vice and corruption upon the earth. At that point, angels were sent down from the
Heavens; they would kill some of the rebels, imprison some, punish others and thus
restore peace and order. Once again the best jinni was appointed their king and the
process so continued. Shaitan was one of them; he was elevated to live in the Heavens, in
recognition of his submission and worship, with the responsibility to subdue the
rebellious and corrupt jinn. Off and on, he descended proudly with an army of angels to
accomplish this mission.

Despite the fact that the jinn possess life and are responsible to abide by an ordained
code of conduct, there has been no Prophet or Messenger amongst them, there is a
consensus on this point. Although some religious scholars have referred to a Yousuf
Ibn-e Yasif as a jinn-Prophet, the majority has rejected this claim for the reason that

Prophethood is not a onetime arrangement. It is unseemly or improper to presume that
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