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actions has made it like a pile of
garbage where rain results in even
more decomposition and decay. In the
latter case, a divine speech could result
in the opposite effects and people go
astray instead of taking heed.

One should never take the month of
Ramadhan in a traditional sense where
people fast and account it as enough.
Allah-swt has also blessed it with
Aitekaaf which carries even more
restrictions on the activities regarding
the worldly business. During the days of
Aitekaaf a person is isolated to an
increased level of remembering
Allah-swt and it creates even more
spiritual purity, therefore, increasing the
ability of absorbing the Divine Lights.
However, to understand the benefits,
we need to look for the consequences
of all these actions during Ramadhan,
just like the results of raining. After
Allah-swt has blessed us with
Ramadhan, Aitekaaf and all the
blessings of these holy moments we
have to see how much change has
taken place in our thoughts, our actions,
our desires and priorities. By observing
all these changes we can see whether
we have moved in a positive direction or
in a negative way, and whether these
pure moments have benefited us or not.
The fundamental change is the change
in behaviour and we need to observe it
for positive change. Every person is
aware of his or her actions, thoughts
and behaviour better than other people
and every person is responsible for
striving for a change towards better

spiritual attainments.

Everybody has different kinds of
feelings. If somebody was making ten
mistakes yesterday and today he
succeeded in abolishing one wrongful
act, this means that he has gained
something and that he is changing in a
positive direction. Observation of other
people might be wrong and people
might still think that no change has
taken place; however, the person
himself is a better judge of his actions
and should know better than others
whether he is overcoming in eliminaling
the mistakes or not. In other cases, if
somebody has succeeded in giving up
all the wrong actions, then this is a big
achievement and certainly he is getting
his heart illuminated. Giving up wrong
actions and starting to do good actions
is the besl success and a great gain in
such cases and in reality this is the
achievement which is most desired.
Forgetting about looking for the
changes taking place as a consequence
of utilising the blessed moments of
Ramadhan will certainly lead to
vanishing of the spirit of worshipping
and only rituals and traditions are left
behind. The Holy Prophet(Sallalhu alaihi
wassalam) has said, that, 'a person who
does not fulfil the requirements of the
fast of Ramadhan, then Allah-swt t00 is
not interested in his hunger or thirst and
that person has only found hunger and
thirst in such a fast.'

To be continued
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Fasting is not only an act of starving
oneself, it also prohibits intimacy for a
married couple although their relation is
not unlawful, similarly lawful and pure
food, water, and even listening to any
wrong conversation, let alone speaking
wrong words is prohibited and forbidden
for people who are fasting. The two
main reasons that led to the
appearance of the dreadful calamities
upon the Jews, as explained in Quran
were that , <2 i 38 il j
(Al-Ma'idah [5:42]) 'they would devour
the things that were forbidden, i.e.
interest on money and would listen to
lies and falsehood.' Speaking about
falsehood and not speaking the truth is
indeed a far greater sin than listening to
it, but in the above statement it is stated
that they were cursed because of
listening to falsehood. The meaning of
this statement could be easily
understood by the modern day
technology such as radio or television
where one must have some kind of
well-functioning receiving equipment in
order to listen or watch the desired
program. Similarly, when the Divine
Verses were revealed, the blessings it
had as an effect of the personage of
Allah-swt turned that particular night into
Laila tul Qadar while the entire month of
Ramadhan was blessed to be of
particular importance and sanctity
among the other months. The
abstinence from so many activities that
are usually permitted by Shariah and
the order to fast was meant to purify
and illuminate the spirit for better

absorption of the Divine Blessings in
this month. This was meant to illuminate
the hearts by abstaining from wrongful
speech, bad thoughts, intimacy and to
desist from eating and drinking which
will increase the ability of the heart to
absorb the Divine Blessings and the
Prophetic Lights. When it rains, it
showers equally on stones, soft soil and
forests but the results are quite different.
It results in growth of crops in the fields
while the stony rocks become even
more prominent after washout of the
accumulated dust over their surfaces,
and similarly forests become greener
and more populous. This shows the
importance of the ability to absorb the
blessings, because in case of stones
the rain had no effect as it could not
penetrate and so the rocks remain
without the growth of vitality and
greenery. The blessings of the month of
Ramadhan are fundamentally due to the
revelation of the Holy Quran which
carries the light of the Divine Beauty. .
The hearts of people are like various
kinds of fields and lands. However,
there is a difference in the degree of
fertility in the hearts. For a heart, a
shower of the divine blessings can bring
about fertility and spring only if a ray of
the Divine Lights is left in it in the form
of true belief in Allah-swt. . If someone
doesn't possess a true belief, the
example of such a heart is like a stony
rock where rain can wash away the
accumulated dust and mud. Even worse
is the example of a heart wherebesides
faithlessness a bad character and evil

42011 e
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government everything will return to
normal, but he-rua said no.

There was a burglar by the name of Asim
who was punished so hardly for his
crimes that his shoulder joints and the
joints of his hands and arms were
dislocated and deformed permanently.
Imam Hanbal-rua would talk about Asim
and would pray for him. Once his-rua son
asked him-rua, why do you always speak
about a person like Asim and pray for
him? Imam Hanbal-rua then told a story
about a conversation with Asim.

'‘Once Imam Hanbal-rua was being taken
by the king's guards to some prison and
on the way he-rua met Asim, and Asim
told Hazrat Hanbal-rua that you are the
only hope for the whole Ummah so you
should be very strong in facing the
hardships put on you by the government
because you are doing noble work. Being
a robber | have faced so many
punishments but | still adhere to the
same way of earning my livelihood. If
someone with such an obviously bad
character could stand for his actions then
you-rua should also be stronger for
protecting the right and true beliefs.'
Imam Hanbal-rua would always talk
about this conversation with Asim and
would say that in those times of
loneliness and hardships, Asim was the
only person who enhanced my spirit and
helped him getting over the difficulties.
The Holy Quran is the personal speech
of Allah-swt and it is a personal attribute
of Allah-swt. Speech carries the effects of
the personage of the speaker in the form
of reflections. If you keep on listening to

somebody's conversation, you will start
absorbing the effects of his personality
into your own and after some time yoy
may show the characteristics o! the
person you are keeping company with. If
someone is asked to sit with gamblers,
he might also start gambling after some
time. If you keep on listening to music
and listen to the abhorrent words and the
ideas based on lies in the context of
songs, the effect of the personage of the
singer and the effect of the words will
start changing your behaviour. This is the
reason that listening to music is
forbidden in Islam, because after
listening to all those amoral and
abhorrent words about women and false
promises of love and affection, the
listener starts behaving like them and
immorality starts prevailing in society.

Therefore, if the speech of a human
being can have effects of such a great
extent, what could be the results of
listening to and reading the personal
speech of Allah-swt i.e. Holy Quran? This
personal speech of Allah-swt carries the
Beauty of His-swt personage and it
affects the reader accordingly. These
effects lead to the distinction of the Night
of Power because the Holy Quran was
revealed in it, and the month of
Ramadhan became Superior among the
rest of the months only because the
Quran was revealed in it. In respect of
such a holy month, every adult male and
Liri?]aklenziicfm? obliged neither to eat or
words andotclls‘sn o — indegent
thinsing aridem abstain from watching,

g any wrongful acts.
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Al-Bagarah [2:185] . il
Allah-swt here states that the month of
Ramadhan is such a blessed period of
the year when the Holy Quran was
being revealed. Similarly in
Surat-ul-Qadar it is stated that, i 1 U
HEUD 2 indeed we have revealed
it in the Night of Power'. Here it is
implied that 'Laila-tul-Qadar' or the
Night of Power is in Ramadhan while
the sanctity and holiness of this
month is because the Holy Quran
was being revealed in it.
Quran is the personal speech of
Allah-swt. A matter was falsely raised
in distant past about the reality of the
Holy Quran, and the idea was
promulgated that the Holy Quran is
also among the various kinds of
creations of Allah-swt. The crowned
head of those times took forceful
fatwa from the highest scholar; and
preached it as an official version of
belief regarding the Holy Quran. It
was told that since the Creator is only
Allah-swt and nothing else can be
associated with Him-swt because
everything else is among lh.e
creation, therefore, the Holy Quran is
not Allah-swt and so it is a kind of

Altekaaf Ejtimah

Dar-ul-Irfan, Munarah

His-swt creation.

It was in the times of Imam Ahmad
bin Hanbal-rua, and he-rua was the
only person who stood against that
evil idea and questioned the
government for providing any
evidence about the beliefs they are
preaching. Imam Hanbal-rua told the
people that the Holy Quran is not a
creation of Allah-swt, rather it is a
personal attribute and speech of
Allah-swt and since nothing could be
compared with the personage of
Allah-swt, similarly, nothing could be
compared with His-swt attributes.
And since the personage of Allah-swt
is independent of any factor, similarly
are His-swt attributes, and they are
eternal. Imam Hanbal-rua was
tortured for it, so intensively that one
cannot even imagine about it. The
skin on his back was torn and small
pebbles would be place under it and
then it would be whipped, but at
questioning he-rua would ask them to
bring forth any evidence from Quran
or Sunnah if they have any.

The highly ranked scholars came to
Imam Hanbal-rua and asked him-rua to
just affirm apparently for the sake of
his-rua life because this is a temporary
chaos and after passage of this




Hazrat Ji-rua went on to say: "Another
fact worth mentioning here is that Hazrat
M'uawiyah-rau was a scribe (Katib), he
wrote beautifully. The greatest of all
blessings is to be a trustee of the
Revelation of the Quran. It is a very great
office among the Sahabah Karaam to be
a scribe of the Revelation and a trustee
of the Divine Inspiration. Hazrat
Muhammad-saws Rasool Allah swt
considered him an '‘Ameen' (the
trustworthy). He was the scribe of the
Revelation. It is written in 'Anwar e
N'omania' (he mentioned two other
books) that the Scribe of a Revelation is
a trustee of the Revelation. What office
could be greater than this?'

The sixth decade of the Twentieth
century is replete with Hazrat Ji-rua rich
era of Manazaray. After training Maulana
Abdus Sattar Taunsvi and other Ulama,
he was satisfied that these scholars were
ably qualified to take up the Manazara
responsibilities. After this he did take part
in a few Manazaray but only lo act as the
presiding judge. In 1956 under his
presidency the famous Bagar Sargana
(Abdul Hakim, Khanewal District)
Manazara between Maulvi Ismail and
Maulana Abdus Sattar Taunsvi from the
Ahle Sunnat took place. Another time he
presided over a Manazara in Chakrala.
This took place somewhere in 1968. At
its conclusion Maulana Abdul Majeed
Nadeem asked Hazrat Ji-rua: 'Hazrat,
what is your opinion about Yazeed?'
Hazrat Ji-rua replied, 'Leave this topic

alone. Now people have started adding
the words 'Alaihis Salaam' (peace op
him) after his name! Is his crime of ng
consequence that in his time the
grandson of the Holy Prophet-saws was
martyred? This topic is not one to be
discussed on a stage.’

Once again in Multan, Hazrat Ji-rua was
asked more or less the same question by
Maulana Muhammad Alfaroogi
Aln‘omani: 'Hazrat, the Ulama consider
Yazeed as belonging to Hell, they curse
him. You have not ever mentioned him.'
Hazrat Ji-rua asked: 'Have you come
here for a Manazara?'

N'omani Sahib replied at once 'No
Hazral, | have come here to learn’.
Hazrat Ji-rua replied: 'l have not raised
this topic in any of my books, but listen to
me carefully. He cannot ever be
absolved from this crime.’
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Hayat-e-Javidan chapter 12

A Life Eternal (Transiation)

FATIH AZAM

Hazrat Ali-rau asked to see the verse
from the Quran and Hazrat Abgullah bin
Abbas rau showed the following verse:
'Do not take life, which Allah has made
sacred - except for a just cause. And if
anyone is slain wrongfully, We have
given his heir Authority. Bul let no one
exceed bounds in the matter of taking
life; for he (the heir) is helped.”

Hazrat Abdullah bin Abbas- rau
presented this verse. 'Do not kill or take a
life unless for a just cause. If a person
has committed murder then kill him, or
committed adultery kill him, or turned
apostate and left Islam kill him'. And
stated 'Wa mann Qotilz mazlumann' - if a
person is killed, is murdered wrongfully
like Hazrat Usman-rau was murdered,
'Faqad ja'alna le-Wali-yihi Sultana’ ...
We have granted his heirs viclory, have
given them Authority for this they will be
successful in the end'. 'Fala Yusrif fil
Qatal'.. 'Do not commit excess in
murder; do not make a mistake, Why?
Because 'Innahu kaana Mansura'. In the
end Victory, Success, Authority will b‘e
his. He will be given the Authority: he w(!l
be successful. That is why do not commit
any excess in taking a life.' Hazrat
Abdullah bin Abbas-rau said Hazrat
Usman-rau was murdered unjustly. Why?

The reason of his murder was.....that
Hazral Ayesha Siddigah-rau when asked
(about the murder of Hazrat Usman-rau)
stated that peace would be restored only
after 36 thousand Muslims have been
killed for this murder.' It was said, '35, 36
Thousand!, she said that compensation
for the manslaughter of a Prophet is the
life of 70,000 men. If a Prophet is killed
by someone, Allah swt extracts
compensation from His creation and 70
thousand men are killed in lieu, before
peace prevails. The compensation for
killing the caliph of the Prophet would be
at least half, before peace is restored.”
Between 35 to 36 thousand Muslims
were killed - and as he (Hazrat
Usman-rau) had been martyred unjustly,
the Holy Quran had pronounced the
Judgment: : 'Faqad ja'alna le Wali-yihe
Sultana'- 'We have given victory to his
heir, who is Hazrat Mu'awiyah-rau. He is
demanding compensation (Qasas) for
the murder-'Innahu Kaana Mansura'..
Allah swt is proclaiming that he will be
victorious. Victory will be his. Ameer
Mu'awiyah-rau will win in the end and the
authority (governance) will pass into his
hands. He will win and the governance
will be taken away from you'. That is
exaclly what happened.

i = 4
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