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hard to tolerate this, when one has all
the powers to curb the evil, yet let them
kill you, at the cost of upholding Islam.
Indeed it was a great act of lrue
bravery. For more or less forty days, the
water supply to his house was cut off,
by the rebels. He (RAU) was a person
who had bought the well from the jews
and donated it to the newly migrated
muslims in Madinah. When the muslims
- ‘nigrated to.Madinah, the jews owned a
well and they charged a lot of money
for the water, and at times refused, the
muslims, to sell, at all. The Prophet
(SAWS) made an announcement that
was there anyone who would buy the
well, from the jews, and give it to the
believers and in return, take Jannah
from me It was Hazrat Osman (RAU)
who bought that well and donated it to
the believers, and look at this irony of
fate, that for forly days there was not a
drop of water available in the house. He
(RAU) endured all the hardships and
accepted martyrdom, but did not allow
anybody to criticize Islam. This was not
an easy task. The conspiracy did not
stop here, and eventually it targeted
Hazrat Ali (RAU) as well. After the
martyrdom of Hazrat Osman (RAU)
Hazrat Ali(RAU) was sworn in as the
fourth Caliph. Hazrat Ameer Muawiya
(RAU) was the Governor of Syria since
the era of Hazrat Omar(RAU). He was
also a heir to Hazrat Osman (RAU)-so
he demanded that the assassins of
Hazrat Osman ( R AU ) should be
beheaded and nobody should be
spared. He demanded that the entire lot

’}i_//ll.«-l'/;[. L;ll;‘:

E st

of rebels, twelve hundred or so, ot
beheaded. Since Hazrat Ali(RAU) had
the power to decide, being the Caliph,
he (RAU) said that only those
perpeterators who actually commited
the act, and were proven killers, would
be beheaded, and not the entire lot. Be
it a single offender or more, but it would
be investigated as to who actually
attacked Hazrat Osman (RAU) and
struck the deadly blowwould be
punished. This controversy brought
them face to face, at Safeen. Hazrat
Ameer Muawiya ( R A U ) was
accompanied by the army of his
province and Hazrat Ali(RAU) had the
troops, with him. Both the armies
standing against each other at Safeen
had a strange relationship men from
both sides offered prayers with Hazrat
Ali (RAU) and would eat with Hazrat
Ameer Muawiya (RAU).

They were asked that their armies were
standing against one another and they
were offering prayers and eating in the
other's camp. What was this all about?
They said that they enjoyed offering
prayers with Hazrat Ali(RAU) and food
in Hazrat Ameer Muawiya(RAU)'s camp.
So then what was the problem that the
troops were pitted against one another.
Had Hazrat Ameer Muawiya (RAU)
refused to accept Hazrat Ali(RAU) as
Caliph. They said no, he accepted
Hazrat Ali(RAU) as the rightful Caliph
and had claimed obedience.

Continued
Next Month.....
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a rebellion. When they had besieged
his(RAU) house earlier, he(RAU) could
have asked his guards or officials, to
use force against them but he (RAU)
opted for @ dialogue and answered to,
all of their objections. Alas! It was a big
thing to die, as such, but it was a very
dificult thing to possess, so much
power and authority, yet accept
martyrdom, without using any force. He
(RAU) was the head of a mighty state, a
superpower and yet he opted to
embrace martyrdom, Hazrat Ali(RAU)
had suggested not to spare these
mischief mongers. When Hazrat Osman
(RAU) did not even deploy the army
guards around his house, Hazrat Ali
(RAU) had appointed his noble sons,
Hazrat Hasan (R AU ) and Hazrat
Hussain (RAU)as guards at Hazrat
Osman’'s (RAU) house and had
instructed them, to not allow the rebels,
inside the house. Hazrat Ali(RAU) had
advised Hazrat Osman(RAU) to punish

the rebels, but he(RAU) said that he did
not want bloodshed in the Prophet
(SAWS)'s city. He(RAU) said that he
had longed all his life for this city to be
* peaceful and had strived in this cause,
so he could not let blood to be spilled
over its streets. He (RAU) was then
advised that he should leave the Masjid
and Haram premesis and go out of the
vicinity, where the rebels would also
follow him, and then they would also be
- laken to task, outside Madinah. Hazrat
.Osman (RAU) had rejected this advice

“'saying that he(RAU) had always longed

to stay in the company of his Beloved

Prophet (SAWS) so why should he
forsake his (SAWS) neighbourhood now
He(RAU) had chosen to stay back and
embraced martyrdom instead!

The rebels had an ulterior motive
behind their entire plan, which Hazrat
Osman(RAU) had foiled by laying down
his life. Had he (RAU) taken them to
task, which he could have easily done,
and rightfully so, since they were
creating mischief. However, he (RAU)
had realized the gravity of the issue and
the evil designs of the rebels. Had he
(RAU) got them killed, it would have
provided such people, the excuse to
defame the Caliphs and say that the
Prophet (SAWS)'s Caliphs were tyrants,
who could not take any opposition or
objections. They were autocrats, who
grabbed power and destroyed the faith;
had these twelve hundred (approx)
rebels been killed, a new doctrine or
sect would have been made, which was
later formed, at Karbala.

Hazrat Osman (RAU) had power and
sources but he(RAU) took, those, as a
trust from Allah (SWT). Caliphate too,
was from Allah (SWT) and a sacred
trust, given by Him (SWT). It was not
for personal gains. He had a huge
army, but it was not his personal army it
was Allah’s army which he did not
choose, to engage in a fight, merely for
his protection. Although he(RAU) could
have used them, but he(RAU) had
assessed the conspiracy and its
aftermath, which was the initiation of a

false sect.
Alas! Indeed it was extremely
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Continued from last month...

When we look at the list of those
warriors who are known as the
Conquerors of the world, which includes
Alexender the Great, Julius Ceaser and
many such famous people, we find that
some had conquered fifty thousand
square miles of land, some had
conquered one lac square miles
reaching up to a maximum conquest of
six lac square miles. Then we find
Hazrat Umar (RAU) who conquered up
to twenty six iac square miles of land;
look at the huge difference between six
and twenty six iac square miles,
between Hazrat Umar (RAU)'s victaries
and the rest of the Great Conquerors
known, to mankind. There is also a
huge difference between how these
Great Conquerors treated the occupied
people and Hazrat Umar (RAU) treated
his subjects, in the lands he
conquered.The Great Conquerors wouid
burn down the cities and reduce them
to ashes as they swept across
them.The Mongols were so ruthless that
when their armies crossed the jungles
they would kill the animals and poison
the rivers and lakes, thus killing the sea
life, too. They killed people and made

towers of human skulls in the cities,
they crossed. The stories of their
conquests bleed;every word bleeds and

one can hear a scream, from every
word. However, from this vast expanse
of twenty six lac square miles you
cannot hear the echo of an old man's
moan or the crying of an orphan nor
see the tears of a widow fall, because
the land was not merely conquered but
justice had prevailed. History is a
witness to the fact that even the non
believers got justice only when they
were under an Islamic State, otherwise
their own rulers did not give them
justice. After this glorious period came
the era of Caliph Osman (RAU) and the
victories continued, for the Islamic
State. He(RAU) was martyred by the
rebels and the tale of his martyrdom is
also very mournful. A ruler of an Islamic
State, which was one of the greatest
powers in the world and whose army
was deployed in Africa, China and
Spainhis house was besieged by a few
rebels who raised questions about his
stature and integrity. Hazrat Osman
(RAU) summoned the Companions and
the rebels in the Prophet (SAWS) s
Mosque and answered each and every
objection raised by a few hundred
rebels and this has been recorded in
history, by Tibri. Most of the
Companions had suggested that these
people should have been arrested and..
then beheaded, as they were instigating
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The Sunnis
ghari'ah and Tarigah

Shah Abdul Aziz Dehlawi (one of
shah Wali Ullah's illustrious sons and a

renowned traditionalist and
commentator), writes:
The Sunnis rely solely on

Shari'ah and Tariqah and regard them
as the only sources of excellence and
nobility.

This, in no uncertain terms,
points to the fact that those who reject
Tasawuf are not Sunnis. The sifi
Masters, who have been distinctly
inspired, have inherited Tasawuf and
belief therein from the Book and the
Hadith and have been, without
excéption, unanimous in their views;
this indeed is the common creed of all
sfi veterans. Of course, it is a duty that
often prompts them to cure the general
apathy tormenting the masses.

Tasawuf Proved through Twaatir

Tasawuf and the (mystical) Path
are proved from twaatir of a large group
of righteous men, unparalleled in their
erudition and conduct, piety, asceticism
and fear of ALLAH. To agree on a
fallacy is nearly impossible and
inconceivable for such a group.
Analysis of Hadith-e Ihsan

The word Ihsan occurring in the
Hadith, had a pointed reference to
those verses of the Quran in which this
word occurs. These verses enunciate
that Ihsan comprises Iman and Islam,
ie. practices, the morals, the states (of
the safis).

(Mirqét, vol: I p: 59)

=& . -, o
Solely Depend on

149):

“lhsan encompasses the states of
the siifis as well as their knowledge. To

witness realities, as a result of
enlightenment of the heart, is just like a
visual observation. It is a state which
constitutes an enduring attribute of the
devotee as distinct from his knowledge.”

The above explanation of Faidh
al-Bari shows that Ihsén or Tasawuf and
the Path are not confined to knowledge.
Its routine study as knowledge does not
make one a mystic on the same
analogy that one does not become a
Namazi (one who reguiarly prays), a
Saim (one who fasts), or a Haji (a
pilgrim) simply by acquiring knowledge
of Salah, Saum or Hajj. These are the
actions or practices, distinct from
knowledge; this precisely is the case
with Tasawuf and the Path.

The spiritual states issuing out from
the bosom of an accomplished safi
iluminate the seeker's heart. There exists
no terminology to describe these states in
their true perspective. The books on
Tasawuf and the Path can provide
knowledge to a certain extent but the
mystic states, the real moif, cannot be
acquired without the Tawajjuh of an
accomplished s0fi. As an  acknowle-
dgement of Divine Grace, | gratefully
extend an open invitation to all those
seeking His neamess to come to me.
Insha-ALLAH, they wil not be

disappointed.

Continued, Next Month.....



—  Thna-Ullah  Panipatti in his
famous Tafsir-e Mazhari (vol: IV,
p: 24) describes the position and
importance of Tasawuf while
commenting on the following
verse:
=  And the believers should not all
go out to fight (in the way of
ALLAH). Of every troop of them,
a party only should go forth that
they (who are left behind) may
gain sound knowledge in religion,
and that they may warn their folk
when they return to them, so that
they may beware. (9: 122)
The attainment of knowledge termed as
lm-e Ladunni (knowledge from His
Presence) by the s(fis is obligatory, for
its end result is the cleaning of the heart
from its vain impulses and its absorption
in perpetual observation. Purification of
the soul from moral ailments such as
arrogance, conceit, jealousy, avarice,
weariness in Divine worship, sensuality,
hypocrisy, etc. and replacing them by
the attainment of high moral virtues,
e.g. repentance, acquiescence to the
Will of ALLAH, gratitude, fortitude, etc.
is essential. There is no doubt that the
said moral ailments are, for a believer,
deadlier than the sins he commits with
his physical body; while the virtues
listed above are of greater significance
than Salah, Fasting and Zakat because
any kind of worship devoid of sincerity
is of no consequence. And’ it is this
sincerity that is the other name of
Tasawuf.

/

IGha| Olnion
Like all other

branches of
obligatory knowledge of Islam,

the attainment of  mystic

knowledge is also obligatory. It

pertains to the states of the heart
such as sincere trust in ALLAH,

His fear, and surrender to His

Will.

(T'alim al-Mut‘allimin, p: 2)

Note: According to Imam Ghazali (a

distinguished champion, of Tasawuf, (d.

505 AH. /il AD.), sGfi knowledge is

obligatory. Maulana Ashraf Ali Thanvi (d.

1363 AH. /1943 AD.) in his At-Takashshaf

an-Muhimmat at-Tasawuf (p: 7), also

held the acquisition of sifi knowledge
as obligatory.

Allama Shami, while explaining
the states of the heart concludes in his
Durr-e Mukhtar (vol: 1):

- The attainment of knowledge,
which enables a true believer to
get rid of moral ailments, is
obligatory for him.

Tasawuf among the Fundamentals of

Islam

=  According to Tafsir-e Jamal (vol:
I, p: 497):

“Faith does not accept any change. It is

unalloyed Tauhid (oneness of ALLAH)

and Ikhlas (sincerity), which were
sheet-anchor for all the Prophets.”

Note: This proves that Tasawuf is

among the fundamentals of Islam and

comprises sincerity and lhsan. Without
sincerity, neither Tauhid nor Faith and
practice merit Divine assent.




52015+

DA

An Objective Appraisal Of The Sublime Path

(Translation Of "Dalail us Suluk" written by

Hazrat Maulana Allah Yar Khan(RAU)

CHAPTER-III
‘EVIDENCE ON TASAWUF

The spiritual successor of the
Prophet- (SAWS) wil be the
person who has acquired all the
three aspects of religion as
mentioned in Hadith-e Jibril, is well
. versed in the Book and the
Sunnah and endeavours in the
canons of ‘mystic knowledge and
guidance of its seekers)
(Tafhimat-e llahiyah, p: 13)

Notes:

— The Hadith“, The Ulama are the
successors of the Prophets”.....
refers to those who acquired these
three aspects because the Holy
Prophet's (SAWS) words, "It was
Jibril who had come to expound
your Faith"... prove that the
religion, for which ALLAH sent
Jibril to the Prophet (SAWS) is
comprised of three parts: Islam,
Iman and lhs&n, Islamic mysticism
has been referred to as lhsan
here.

= If it is accepted that Tasawuf is
heresy, it will also have to be
conceded that heresy is an integral
part of the Faith. Given this
contention, the whole Faith
becomes heresy.

The Purpose of Raising the Prophets
Prophets are raised for three purposes:
(1)  To correct the beliefs.

(2)  To reform human conduct.

(3)  To imbue sincerity in both.

The fundamentalists (Ulama-e
Usool) fulfill the first aspect,
jurists the second, and sfis the
third.

(Tathimat-e liahiyah, p: 130)

Tasawuf is to Faith as the Spirit is to

the Body

= By the Being who controls my
life, the third aspect is very subtle
and fathomless as a source of
Shari'ah objectives, and is like
the soul in a body or meaning in
a word.

(Tafhimat-e llahiyah)

Notes:

—  This aspect is named as lkhlas
(sincerity) and Ihsan which is like
the spirit of Shari'ah as a whole.
As the body is useless without
spirit, so are the . beliefs and
conduct without sincerity.

— Without Tasawuf, neither Shari'ah
nor Faith can survive, as has
been amply illustrated above by
one of the greatest sdfi Masters
and traditionalists, Shah Wali
Ullah Dehlawi.
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