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A:28 One of the difference between doing Zikr on the Intemet and in Dar ul Irfan is
that of physical nearness. Then, the Masjid and area of Dar ul Irfan has its own Barakah;
whoever did Zikr here, whoever visited here and whose Barakah are present here, Dar ul
Irfan thus enjoys a unique distinction. Just by coming in the Masjid, without even doing
Zikr, one starts experiencing spiritual feelings. Even those people who don’t do Zikr and
seldom offer Salah, express that upon entering the Masjid, they also experience a differ-
ent state, while they are neither Zakireen nor belong to the Halqah. Although one gets full
Tawajjuh during Zikr on the Internet, because it is direct, online Zikr, but it is second to
the Zikr in Dar ul Irfan.

Q: 29 Even in Dar ul Irfan, we tend to make mistakes, usually unconsciously, though, at
times, deliberately. What is remedy for this?

A: 29 This is the indication of being human. If a human being does not make mistakes,
he 1s an angel and not a human being, though HE hasn’t created us as angels. It is not the
omission, but the sincerity for Allah’s obedience that is important, At times, a person
feels so pained by his omission and repents so sincerely that he earns greater reward for
this repentance than for the good deed that he had omitted. The criterion defined by the
Holy Quraan is “They don’t insist on what they have done’. If the slaves of Allih commit
a mistake, they don’t make it a hobby or profession; it rather perturbs them, they repent
and seek forgiveness from Allah and beg HIS pardon. As far as making a mistake is con-
cerned, to err is human; no one other than Prophets is immune from errors. Only they are
innocent and no one clse. Even when someone is granted a high spiritual status, he may
receive Allah’s protection, but he can’t become innocent. Zikr attracts Divine protection,
but still small errors and mistakes do remain an integral part of human nature. A human
being remains a human being!
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nomenon! Allah Alone knows the conditions of the Quloob; how pure is a seeker’s Qalb
and how much can he gain in so much time; it is only HIS decision!

Q: 25 What is meant by ‘the Company of the Shaikh’?

A: 25 ‘The Company of the Shaikh® means to spend the maximum time with the Shaikh;
it doesn’t necessarily mean sitting next to him. You are present here, if you happen to
meet the Shaikh, get the opportunity of performing morning and evening Zikr with him,
this is also ‘the Company of the Shaikh’. Doing Zikr alone, even for years, though it in-
crezses the capacity of Rooh but it cannot initiate spiritual progress. When a seeker joins
the company of his Shaikh, he insgantly progresses to the highest level of his spiritual ca-
pacity, because his Qalb has to draw the lights from the Qalb of his Shaikh. This 1s com-
mon to all Salasil. However, in this Silsilah, a seeker may attain to a level, where his stay
anywhere in the world is similar to his physical presence in the company of his Shaikh
and he keeps ascending to higher spiritual stations. However, because of the distance, his
spiritual condition will not be as strong as it would be in the company of the Shaikh.

Q: 26 Isit necessary to take a formal Bai‘at to join the Silsilah or is a person considered
to have joined the Silsilah if he does Zikr by your method?

A:26 We haven’t placed a Bai‘at as a precondition. Whosoever does Zikr by this
method has joined the Silsilah and can acquire all blessings. Taking Bai‘at is a Sunnah
and Sunnah has its own blessings. The blessings acquired by a Bai‘at seeker are many
times more. However, this is a personal decision. We don’t differentiate whether a seeker
has taken Bai‘at or not.

Q: 27 After meeting the Shaikh once, when again should a seeker meet him?

A:27 My brother, [ have a very vivid experience of this feeling. When we met the
Shaikh, we felt the same saturation as a thirsty person feels after drinking water t0 his
full. Gradually, this feeling of fullness started decreasing and led to a stage, where it be-
came impossible to withstand the spiritual thirst anymore. How does someone feel? It de-
pends upon his individual connection with his Shaikh. Love is not measured in terms of
time. but in terms of the {ntensity of feelings. Every soul has its own state, how deeply 1s
someone overwhelmed by love! It is the strength of the relationship, the love and the
connection with the Shaikh that matters. Every moment spent in the company of the
Shaikh has its own value. Men of God have to seize upese moments from the hustle and
bustle of life. They have to strive to earn this time, in the same way that a student works
hard for his examination or a businessman strives 0 develop his business. To remain in
the company of the Shaikh with sincerity aud absorb his Tawajjuh is the real objective.
The company of the Shaikh denotes absorption of his direct Tawajjuh during Zikr with
him. However, if one doesn’t have enough time, then just seeing the Shaikh, meeting him
and remaining in his company for some moments can also satiate the spiritual thirst to a
great extent. The compary of the Shaikh has its strange effects, here hearts communicate
with hearts.

Q: 28 Is there any difference between performing 7ikr on the Internet and in Dar ul Ir-
fan?
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Q: 23 Leaving the view of the ignorant aside, what is meant by deriving beneficence
from the Rooh of the Aulia, and how can a Salik get this Faidh (beneficence)?

A:23 The word ‘Faidh’ is used in Shari‘ah to describe the blessings of the Holy
Prophet™*"*, Although his™*"s teachings (knowledge) are also a Faidh, but this word has
now come to be used specifically for his**" blessings. If someone conveys even a single
sentence of the Holy Prophet™*"”, that also is Faidh and enlj ghtenment but, at times, some
phrases get reserved for specific meanings. The word Faidh has similarly been reserved
in Tasawwuf for the states of the Qalb, for inner blessings, for a condition that causes a
positive change within the heart and for that Journey which denotes going from darkness
to the Light. The departure from darkness to the Light, from ignorance to knowledge,
from non-cognition to cognition and from inactivity to positive activity is known as
Faidh. However, in the view of the ignorant, Faidh denotes acquisition of worldly bene-
fits. “We visited that tomb and were blessed with a son. We delivered the Niaz of that
Wali and recovered from the illness.” All such beliefs are un-Islamic, against the Shari‘ah
and have been borrowed from Hindu customs.

To pray is the right of a human being, he should pray to Allah. The place does
make a difference. Ifone prays in a Masjid, the Barakah will be more. Similarly, if one
prays while in the company of a man of God, the status of the prayer will change because
of his Barakah, making it more acceptable. But, in any case, the prayer will be made to
Allah only. Tt is up to HIM to accept or reject it. The entombed Wali can have no say in
it. People have, due to ignorance, equated Faidh with worldly benefits. On the other hand,
if you read about the men of God, you will find that due to their thought of the Hereafter,
they remained engaged in this concern most of their time. They could not adequately at-
tend to worldly issues and thus kept facing problems. A fter enduring these hardships for a
whole lifetime, when they finally escaped to Barzakh, why would they stick their fingers
in your worldly problems? These are all superstitions, more so in the Indo-Pak subconti-
nent, resulting through the interaction of Hindu and Islamic civilizations, especially dur-
ing the period of Akbar the Great. It was the mixture of these civilizations, cooked during
his time, which has cast such effects. Islam is a very simple religion that places a man be-
fore Allah; now, it is between him and his Lord!

Q: 24 What is meant by a connection with the Shaikh?
A: 24 Allah Kareem pours Divine Lights from the Qalb of the Shaikly, even without his
knowledge into the Qalb of a seeker, according to his sincerity with the Shaikh, and this
process continues at its own. The Shaikh is not a knower of the unseen. The Knower of
the unseen is the One Who grants these relationships. You can only present purity and
sincerity from your side and nothing else. Even the Shaikh cannot Judge the level of this
sincerity. Yes, the Shaikh is a sure source, because he contains that blessing in his Qalb,
which is poured into the Qalb of a secker who brings in sincerity and true and pure long-
ing. The Granter of this blessing is seeing it HIMSELF. HE will respond in accordance
with the level of this sincerity and will accordingly convey it to him. Shaikh Maulana A]-
" lah Yar Khan used to say, ‘Many a time I wished to conduct the Maraqgbaat of a secker
but he was unable to get these even in years; while, at times, a seeker who comes and sits
by, attains those Maraqbaat, even without my knowledge. It is an extraordinary phe-




resolve of not repeating that mistake again. It involves a sincere effort to abstain from
that mistake in the future; however if he repeats that mistake, repentance is the remedy
again. The Prophet**"* has instructed to recite “Istighfar’ which is repentance, and he ™"

said that he>" himself repeats it at least a hundred times every day.

So it is my humble request to all of you to concentrate on your reformation. My eminent
Shaikh™"* used to say that his round the clock efforts were focused on the development of
a group of people who could be identified as “Muslims'. Their conduct, their speech, their
dealings with fellow beings and character should be so impeccable that anyonc dealing
with them is forced to acknowledge that he is dealing with Muslims, and this is how
Muslims are. May Allah give us the capacity to achieve this, and please evaluate your-
selves constantly and reap the fruits of your hard work. As far as I am concerned 1t is my
duty to teach Allah’s Zikr to all those who wish to learn, beyond this, it is his own re-
sponsibility how he handles his affairs. It is between him and his Allah; I am always
afraid of my own follies, and fear that my duty is not affected. 1 try my best to teach each
seeker Allah’s Zikr with full attention, and 1 have never tried to discriminate between any
seeker, or given any consideration to their social status, or tried to establish personal links
with anyone in hope of drawing some benefit .The Greatest Ruler is Allah Himself, and

HE is also the greatest Bestower, SO there is no need for pinning hopes on anyone else.

May Allah accept your efforts; please assess yourself and your actions and try to abstain
from evil throughout your life. A true slave of Allah is the one who becomes the source
of salvation for others as well; who is not only himself delivered from the fire of Hell, but
becomes the source of delivering others from it. In the cyes of Allah the most preferred
person is the one who himself abstains from invoking Allah’s fury, and tries to save oth-
ers from it. Another misconception regarding the propagation of religion has developed
in us, whereby the propagator wants others to submit to his ideas or join his group. The
idea is not to conquer others, but to exert with heartfelt sincerity to pull them out of Al-
lah’s wrath, and bring them to HIS pleasure. This is a noble effort, and should be the mo-
tive behind all forms of religious effort, and is highly appreciated by Allah.

Questions and Answers about Tasawwuf
Questions of Ahbab answered by
His Eminence Ameer Muhammad Akram Awan
Shaikh Silsilah Nagshbandiah Owaisiah

Q:22 Please mention some attributes of an accomplished Murshid (spiritual guide), sO
that I can easily recognise him and attach myself with him.

A:22 The attributes of a real Murshid are of two types: for him and for others. Those re-
lated to him are that he must possess the mandatory religious knowledge, should abide by
religious injunctions and should follow the Sunnah. Those related to other people are that
he should possess the ability of teaching religion and of reforming them. Both attributes
are such that a common man cannot judge anyone by these standards. Therefore, a com-
mon measure is the positive change ‘1 the belief and conduct of those associated with
him, such that an onlooker should see that their practical lives reflect the Sunnah of the
Holy Prophet**"".
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fortune and miseries and throw it on someone else; the other says share the burden of
others’ sufferings. So these are two religions, poles apart from one another, as distinct
from one another as day is from night. Thus the negative thoughts that someone has in-
voked disease or misfortune upon you, or has taken away your son from you, will actu-
ally denote that Allah’s system is so weak that whosoever wants may interfere in it and
affect the lives of others. Whereas Allah had made this declaration to Satan, 'Lo! My
faithful bondsmen-over them thou hast no power” (17:65), so who can be a greater evil
force than the Satan himself? And this strength of HIS faithful servants was announced
by HIM on the very first day; and those who would choose to abandon their Lord, then
HE would also lear * them to Satan.

If we hold this belief that Allah is always there, then there is nothing to be afraid of, no-
body can harm us. Twice each day we meditate after Zikr over the verses And HE is with
You where so ever vou maybe’ (57:4), and ‘WE are nearer to him than his Jugular vein®
(30:16) which tells us that HE is within our hearts, more closer to us than even our own
selves, and yet we harbour such un-Islamic ideas that HE is helpless and the sorcerers are
running the show. Doing Allah’s Zikr does not mean that it will make you a saint or the
proprietor of Jannah, or that people should gather around you now; rather the output of
Zikr 1s that your precepts and ideology is corrected. Once this is done only then can the
actions be right, otherwise without this clarity in precepts any act of piety done inciden-
tally will also be rejected, as the basis of action is the intention and consideration that
propelled the action.

So it is my request that we must concentrate on self-analysis, rather than being inquisitive
about others. Unfortunately we have gotten into this habit of peeping into the lives of
others, what they are doing, how they are doing? We must investigate our own selves the
most; we must critically evaluate what we did throughout the day, how we spent our
night? It must be pondered over whether our thoughts through the day were positive or
negative. This constant screening is extremely vital for reformation; otherwise the entire
life will go waste. Hadhrat Umar™" said that one must evaluate himself constantly, be-
fore the time comes when he is evaluated. However if we are not reformed even after do-
ing Allah’s Zikr, then there is no other remedy available for us, as Allah’s Zikr is the ul-
timate cure. It is what we call in medical terminology as the ‘Life Saving Drug’, beyond
which there is no medicine. The goal is not to become a saint, but to transform into a hu-
man being and to at least expel Satan’s shareholding in our lives. And the one who stic-
ceeds in becoming human achieves all the excellence and honour which is destined only
for a human being. He will thus be awarded Allah’s nearness, he will be accepted in the
Prophet’s™"* court and will be spared the embarrassment on the Day of Judgment, and
Allah will also protect him against any humiliation in this world as well.

This verse is addressing the believers, not the people in general or the infidels, but the be-
lievers who recite the Kalimah, worship Allah, asserting that mere belief is not enough,
nor is the observation of certain ritual worships. Rather it is desired that ‘O 'ye who be-
lieve! Enter completely inio submission (unto HIM). A believer is being asked to bring
himself completely inside the cover of Islam. One may commit a mistake, that is a sepa-
ratc issue, and for that he can always resort to repentance, and repentance means a sincere
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ing his means of life, he saith: My Lord despiseth me. (89:15,16) so when man experi-
ences a decline in his fortunes, his power, authority, esteem, it is seen by Allah whether
he trusts HIM through such misfortune or gives in to despair. Allah knows exactly what
he will do, HE does not try us to find out how we will react; rather HE tries us to make us
aware of our own deeds. On the Day of Judgment when we will stand before HIM, HE
will show us our Record of Deeds and point out where we had relied on HIM, and where
we had lost hope in HIM. '

| honestly feel that it 1s a shortcoming on iy part as a mentor, that students of this Path,
after spending o marny years in Zikr Allah, cannot even purify their thoughts of such un-
godly ideas. At least we must be able to discern the ideology held by a non believer from
that of a believer. If we cannot even segregate our thoughts, then how can we possibly
prove our individuality as Muslims? A Muslim is a unique person in his surrounding; he
can be identified wherever he maybe. He has no authority of his own; rather he 1s under
the rule of his Allah, and HIS Prophet®***. Whatever he is commanded to do, he simply
complies; whereas the infidel world lives according to its whims, doing whatever pleases
them. They will be answerable for their own conduct, while a believer will be account-
able for his. So making the situation clearer the Quraan addresses the believers to enter
into Islam completely, from belief to conduct. It is not acceptable that after entering nto
Islam they lead a life characteristic of the infidels; think similarly. Nor is it acceptable
that a believer claims that he has embraced the Faith and at the same time takes interest;
or is also guilty of lewdness, embezzlement and vices! What kind of an Islam is this?
This simply indicates that even after embracing the Faith a believer is toeing the footsteps
of the devil, and the Ayah continues to say *And follow not the footsteps of the devil " it
does not befit a believer after having entered into the fold of Islam to follow the foot-
prints or lines marked by the devil. He must appreciate that for his guidance there are the
noble footsteps of the Beloved Prophet™™, so after becoming a believer he must try to
pursue them. A believer should evaluate his thoughts, his conduct in the light of the
Quraan, he should weigh his precepts, and himself in the scale presented by the Quraan,
and Hadith. '

So it is sad that some seekers after spending such a long time in Zikr are still clinging to
the ideology held by a Hindu; some lament that their son’s livelihood has been blocked
by a magic spell etc. I would like to ask them a question, why is it that the infidels living
in Europe and America never face such a blockade? This ideology 1s held only in India,
1o where else in the world, and in India too only because of the Hindus, as this 1s what
their religion is based on. 1 was in Dubai on a visit, and my hosts had arranged a car for
me with a Hindu driver. One day he didn’t show up at appointed time; s0 when he came |
asked him why he was late. He said that they observed a very important ritual on that day
and it came only once a year, so he had to be late. T asked him as to how they observe that
day, and he told me that they perform certain rituals of worship before their idols, ignite
small lamps and then knead a small ball of flour and drop that ball somewhere on the
road. T asked what good it would do. He said anybody stepping on it would become the
recipient of all our future miseries or disease. Now this is what their religion is based on;
whereas Islam teaches us the spirit to sacrifice our own comforts in order to alleviate the

sufferings of others. Now these are two opposite ideologies; one says gather all your mis-
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ENTER ISLAM IN ENTIRETY
Translated Speech of
His Eminence Ameer Muhammad Akram Awan
Shaikh Silsilah Nagshbandiah Owaisiah
November 2006

In the Name of ALLAH, the Beneficent, the Merciful
‘O you who believe! Enter completely into submission (unto HIM); and follow not the
Jootsteps of the devil. Lo! He is an open ettemy for you. (2:208)

This is Allah’s Command, and strangely it is addressed to those who believe in HIM. Al-
lah is the Creator of man, as well as of his thoughts, capabilities and aspirations, and HE
has given man the right to make a choice; * Lo! WE have shown him the way, whether he
is grateful or disbelieving. (76:3)

Man has been given the power to choose whether he wants to be grateful to his Creator,
or not. The human psyche which works behind this authority is well known to ALLAH.
[t 1s often professed wrongfully that this world is something to be despised, or is hateful:
but it is not true. The truth is that this world is a beautiful place; it is full of pleasures and
charm for the human disposition, so much so that for its love man abandons his Creator.
Had this been worthless or despicable or without any pleasures then why would a man
preter it over the pleasures of Allah’s nearness? This world is also HIS creation and HE
has made it with such perfection that it has become u trial for mar. It must be remem-
bered that our deeds rest on the precepts and beliefs we hold. Even if our deeds are little
in quantity, but are based on the correct precepts then these are surely valued. However if
the precepts are not correct then nothing is accepted, no matter how much we do. Our
tragedy is that we have spent 1500 years with Hindus in the sub-continent which even
witnessed the rule of such Muslim emperors who strived for Hindu-Muslim unity and in
the process made amendments to Islam, interpolating it with ungodly precepts. Akbar the
Moghul emperor ruled the sub-continent for 50 years, and he was the greatest champion
of this cause, and even married a Hindu lady to promote this unity. His son Jahangir was
the son of his Hindu wife. Thus marriages amongst Hindus and Muslims caused an in-
~ termingling of ideas, and as a result we adopted most of their concepts. For instance I re-
ceive a lot of letters saying that their provisions have been blocked by some evil spell,
now this cannot be the ideology held by u believer, it has certainly come from the Hindus.
A Muslim believes simply in the fact that Allah is the Piovider (Raazig), and what HE
disburses cannot be intercepted by anyone, nor can anyone grab something that HE has
decided not to give. Life is an ongoing process teatured with upheavals programmied by
HIS Will, by which HE tests HIS mankind; sometinies through might and power, or else
with weakness and despair. At times they are victorious, and at times vanquished, but the
test is whether they can remain steadfast in their trust on Allah through both; whether
they remember Allah in affluence alone, or remain firm in their reliance upon HIM even
in destitution?
The Quraan says “as for man, whenever his Lord trieth him by honouring him, and is
gracious unto him, he saith: My Lord honoureth me". So this is one form of trial whereby

man is showered with affluence and bounties. Then it is said” HE trieth him by straiten-
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