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thousand months', implying that the
Night of Power is higher in sanctity than
a thousand months of continuous
worship. In this night the angels
descend on earth and bring the
blessings from the Court of Allah-swt.
C‘jj_Jt;- This phrase has been translated
in two meanings, .one poinling towards
Rooh-ul-Ameen which is the name of
Hazrat Jibreel-alaihe salaam who is the
leader of angels, meaning that
he-alaihe salaam also descends onto
the earth with other angels. Another
meaning of i)f_i\,- has been described
as pointing towards the blessed spirits
of righteous people, which descends
towards the Earth and visit their
families, their countries and nations and
are pleased if the people are following
Deen and the commandments of
Allah-swt, or become sad if they find
their own people in darkness. And in
every aspect of the human life, _.‘..:L-‘
\.__:) with the permission and Command
of’AIIah-swt, blessings and protection
prevail during this night. This not only
entails the religious aspect of life but the
worldly aspect as well, \a")-'-« A1 e and
all these blessings are because of the
descent of the blessed souls and
angels, which leads to the showering of
Allah-swt's Mercy for every aspect of
life. 8 i & G» and these blessings
and His-swt mercy prevail until dawn.

This was all the description of the:

distinctive qualities of Laila tul Qadar
and in fact the scholars and the
honourable commentators have
discussed this subject in detail. The fact

that | want to disclose here is Somethp,

different. It is something that yoy Mighy
not be able to find in the translationg or
commentaries for at least | havent Seen
it there. It is the reason behind such an
exalted status of Laila tul Qadar. Why j
it that this single night has got such g,
importance in the Court of Allah-syt,
that it has become heavier over
thousand nights of continuous worship?
Is it the only night in the year for the
blessings of Allah-swt? Obviously
nobody could limit Allah-swt's Mercy to
a single night of the year because
His-swt Mercy is unlimited and without
any scales. But still, why is it that
Allah-swt's blessings are showered to
such a great extent and angels and the
blessed spirits descend upon the Earth
as a sign of His-swt Mercy? What is the
reason for the showering of blessings
and mercy for all aspects of life? Let's
see the reason behind the holiness of
the Night of Power. And it is stated here
in Soorat ul Qadar that, 'Because
We-swt have revealed the Holy Quran
in this particular Night.

‘There are three levels for the revelation
of the Holy Quran. The first part is when
the Holy Quran was transferred from
Allah-swt's Presence onto the
Loh-e-Mehfooz or the Preserved
Scripturum. This is the first stage. The

Holy Quran before it was revealed onto
the Loh-e-Mehfooz was only present in
Allah-swt's Knowledge. Allah-swt's

Knowledge is Omnipresent and Eternal.

and His-swt Knowledge encircles

everything. To be continued




gverything in this world could be
understood by the nature of the resuits
it produces. If someone says that |
drank water, it would simply mean that
his thirst has been quenched. Similarly
if someone says that | have eaten, it
must mean that his appetite would be
satiated. However, if he is still thirsty or
hungry, it means that he has not drunk
water. or eaten food.

If someone is claiming that he has
attained the Nearness of Allah-swt, then
it must be expressed in his actions, and
he should look like following the
commandments of Allah-swt, more than
others do. If his character has become
according to the orders of Allah-swt,
then he is speaking the truth, but if his
attitude is opposite to that advised by
Allah-swt, then his claim has no proof
and he is lying. There is a Persian verse
in which the poet states that, 'The
Shaikh is claiming his sanctity and
holiness but in reality his sanctity and
spiritual attainments are a hoax for
himself and others.'

Therefore, if you want to ask me to
describe the feelings that are held in the
above stated Hadith-e-Qudsi then it is
difficult because there is no language in
which feelings could be described, but if
you really want to know how it feels,
then work hard and try to attain it. The
simple path for it is to adopt the
obedience of the Holy Prophet-sallu
alaihe wasallam and live according to
the principles of his-sallu alaihe
wasallam teachings. To live for the Holy
Prophet-sallu alaihe wasallam is to

make your everyday routine according
to his-sallu alaihe wasallam
commandments. To sleep, to awake, to
sit or stand, to live and die, to befriend
and to make enemies, to do business
and from personal to familial to national
interests should be according to the
principles of the Holy Prophet-sallu
alaihe wasallam. If such a status is
attained then it is very likely that
Allah-swt will bless you with such
feelings and you will comprehend the
real meaning of the Nearness of
Allah-swt.

These feelings could not be confined to
mere words and His-swt Excellence and
His-swt Nearness could only be felt in
the hearts according to His-swt
Greatness.

,M‘ébf@ e’b
In Surah al-Qadar it is stated that,
‘We-swt have revealed this Guidance ‘n
the Night of Power.' Here by 'Guidance'
is meant the Holy Quran. Thereafter, the
distinctive qualities of Laila-tul-Qadar
are described. 'And what will explain to
thee what the n|ght of power is?'

).Ldla.l..l\a_f\)ﬂ\u

here the readers are asked about their
knowledge about the Night of Power
and then stated,

.._JVJ‘ o —,)_Ln.lla.u
The Night of Power is better than a




Dar-ul-Irfan, Munarah

Allah-swt Dwells in a Believer's Heart
Translated Speech of His Eminence
Hazrat Ameer Muhammad Akram Awan
Shaikh Silsilah Nagshbandiah Owaisiah

Dated: August 23rd, 201

Here is a question put forth by a brother,
'Allah-swt can only be accommodated
inside the heart of a believer', please
explain!

The reality is that human vocabulary is
made up of all the material knowledge
which has been developed according to
the worldly needs and for the expression
of the ideas and thoughts according to
the beliefs and aspirations in a certain
way. The human vocabulary has no
words for the expression and description
of feelings and emotions. This is because
different kinds of feelings can only be felt
and there is no solid way of describing it
in words.

In Hadith-e-Qudsi it is stated that, "l-swt
cannot be accommodated in the heavens
and Earth." The encompassing of the
Personage of Allah-swt in a material
place is a special kind of expression. It is
a well-known fact that the creation
cannot circumscribe the Greatness of the
Creator. Similarly anything that can be
harboured in the vastness of a creation is
itself a creation. If one kind of creation is
mortal, the other one is also mortal.

The Personage of Allah-swt is.eternal
and hereby the word ‘accommodate
Allah-swt' is not meant in the direct
meaning of encompassing the complete
Personage of Allah-swt. The real

meaning of this Hadith-e-Qudsi is only
known to Allah-swt. All the attributes of
Allah-swt's Personage are in accordance
with the Greatness of His-swt Excellence.
These attributes could not be taken in the
meaning of ordinary human language.
The words are the same, for example,
[48:10] 4—giid 5334 1N iJthe Hand of
Allah-swt is upon their hands'. Here the
hands of the Companions-rau are called
hands but the equivalent word for
Allah-swt is nevertheless stated as Hand.
This however, does not mean that
Allah-swt's Hand is similar to the hands
of the Companions-rau. The meaning for
the Hand of Allah-swt is in accordance
with the Greatness of His-swt Excellence.
However, the reality of the Hand of
Allah-swt is above the human
understanding and it is beyond the
simpler comprehension of the words
used for Him-swt. Therefore, the words
used for the Attributes of Allah-swt are
special and their meaning is always
taken according to the Greatness of
Allah-swt, but the real comprehension is
beyond the human limits. For simplicity,
the meaning of the sentence, that, 'l-swt
can only be accommodated in the heart
of a believer', could be taken as extreme
Nearness of Allah-swt towards the
human heart.
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cannot insist on their self-chosen

criticism. However this type of
counter-charging and strategical verbiage
was never seen to be deployed by Hazrat
Ji-rua. Once speaking to the Ulama of
peshawar against employing this form of
recrimination Hazrat Ji rua quoted from
his personal experience. 'During the
course of a Manazara, a mere thought
crossed my mind that if | return my
opponents criticism, he would be forced
to withdraw it. As soon as the thought
crossed my mind | felt a great weight on
my Qalb and that instant the reality set in
that this form of recrimination is not
acceptable to Allah swt's Sense of
Honour.

This subtle insight and sagacity of Hazrat
Ji-rua was only due to his special
closeness to Allah swt, because
otherwise ordinary people who are
deprived from this Guidance from Him
swt, exceed in their quest to cast
recrimination on their opponents to such
an extent that they cross the limit of
respect and decorum. For example, to
pass remarks about the office of
Prophethood, while extolling the Unity of
Divinity or to praise the Holy Prophet
saws in a manner that slights the status
of other Prophets, are the examples of a
behaviour disliked by Allah swt.
Whenever Hazrat Ji-rua addressed
simple villagers, he tempered his
address to appeal to their level of
understanding, however the same topic
when addressed to an audience of
Ulama and theologians, was addressed
at their intellectual level, blazing with

intensive scholarship and research.

(In the original Urdu book a letter of
Hazrat Ji-rua to one of his pupils has
been reproduced to present to the
readers a sample of the intensity of
Hazrat Ji's research. However | have
omitted it in this translation as it involves
grammar, and lexica, which is impossible
to translate into English. The author, too,
concedes that it is difficult enough for a
lay man to read it in Urdu but it provides
us an example of Hazrat Ji rua's
scholarship).

N\ 0265,




research and investigation in the
acquisition of worldly knowledge, and in
your belief and actions, keep your
attention fixed on the virtuous character
of the righteous predecessors of the first
320 years of Islam. Later it was beset by
discord enmity and antagonism.
Sectarianism set in. Son, today whatever
is being preached throughout the world,
all of it is aimed at creating division and
sectarianism and is not pure Islam. A
single person cannot be found, who
focuses on practice and teaches one to
become a practicing Muslim. If we try
with all our might and mane to transform
people into practicing Muslims, it will
cause great-distress to the 'lgnorant
Ulama' and 'Sufi shopkeepers' but do not
let that discourage you. Keep your trust
and attention towards Allah swt. Allah
swt is sufficient for a Wali Allah; he
needs no one else. In two or three years,
provided my Rabb grants me life, you will
see how these Sufis will proclaim Islam
in the world. Keep to your mission. of
correcting people and stay away from
sectarianism.’
Once an indirect problem (question)
concerning dissention was raised in front
of Hazrat Ji rua. He replied, 'Throughout
my life you will never find either in my
statements or my writings, any articles or
material dealing with the Ummah's
conflicts. That is because | want to
protect the Ummah from divisions among
themselves. Despite the differences
between the Barailvees, Deobandees
and the Ahl-e Hadees, | see all of them
within the fold of Islam.’

It was due to Hazrat Ji-rua's g,
broad mindedness and accommg
that without any discriminatiOn, ever
seeker or student found a place und;
his mantle. Moreover, his followers Never
indulged in discussing their differences_
By the sanctity and blessing of doing zi,
together, not only did the differenceg
disappear, but their cutlook and liveg
were also reformed. Such has always
been the result of the teachings of the
Ahl Allah (Men of God).

In opposition to the wishes of Allah swt,
in order to establish one's intellectual
superiority and for the satisfaction of
one's ego, often scenes Trom sectarian
wars are -presented which, contrary to
serving the Deen, come within the range
of tampering with the Deen and causing
divisions. If the whole religion and only
the pure religion is explained, then it
covers every aspect: Tauhid (The
Oneness of Allah swt) and the Risalat
(everything that pertains to the Holy
Prophet-saws, his teachings and the
Sunnah) and for this reason all the
Companions-rau are worthy of utmost
respect. In Islam there are no sects and
no room for differing opinions.

Mutual Recrimination

It has often been seen in debates and
Manazaray that if one party accuses the
other, in response the second party turns
the accusation around and throws it back
on the first. For example if the Shaikhain
rau (the first two Caliphs) are criticized, in
answer the same criticism is turned
around and applied to Hazrat Ali-rau.
This is done so that the objecting party

Cﬁ()n‘
datio
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Hayat-e-Javidan chapter 14

A Life Eternal (Translation)

DEBATING STYLE

While discussing Hazrat Ji rua's era of
Manazaray, Maulana Muhammad
Lugman Ali Puri expressed his utter
astonishment at Hazrat Ji rua's unique
debating style; that he never took any
notes during the hour long discourses of
his opponents, but in his answering
speech he would reply every objection in
the same order they had been raised
without missing a single point. After
giving complete and satisfactory answers
to the opponents, he in turn would ask
them innumerable questions, which they
were unable to answer. He was
conferred the title of 'Fatih Azam' by the
public because he was undefeatable in
every Manazara. During the course of his
address, every question was answered
by supplying testimonials and quoting the
appropriate authority, as well as giving
page and line reference with such fluency
that it was hard for his assistants to look
them up. Indeed the display of such
ability in the field of Manazaray could
only belong to a Fatih Azam, which was
a cause of astonishment not only for
Maulana Lugman but everyone else as
well,

A brief glimpse of the Jhelum Manazara
has already been provided which clearly
demonstrates that Hazrat Ji rua's style of

address was based solely on facts. He
never employed hypothetical
assumptions nor did he belittle anyone or
make his opponents the target of ridicule
and criticism. His sole objective to take
part in Manazaray was to defend the
Truth, expound facts and correct
mistakes. When he noticed that the style
of the Manazaray had started to deviate
from literary reasoning and delve in
exchanges of stinging allusions, vulgar
exchanges of language, and reproach *
and taunt, he withdrew himself. Speaking
about this era he remarked once, "I gave
up participating in Manazaray because
they serve to break hearts rather than to
bind them.' Hazrat Ji rua was referring to
those Manazaray, which instead of an
intellectual debate had become a symbol
of sectarianism.

Sectarianism

The object of Hazrat Ji rua's speeches
was the correction of religious beliefs and
not accusation, degradation or
humiliation of others. He totally abhorred
partisanship and sectarianism. In 1976,
he wrote to a student:

‘A Sufi does not only expound
knowledge, but practices it. A Sufi is not
just the body of Islam but is the spirit of
|slam. Son, try to implant the element of




Indf:'f!l he is successhid who
pun{”ucd himself recited the name
of his Rabb and offered prayers
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2 "Prophet (S.A.W) said The Zikr which is not B v
audible to the recording angels is seventy... JJ‘;-‘J‘.;“' S
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If you cannot implement Islam as a
whole then at least adopt as much as
the non-believers have adopted.

Hazrat Shelkh ul Mukaram
Ameer Muhammad Akram Awan MZA
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