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claims, that He (SAWS) went to Bait-ul-
Magqadass and lead all the Prophets (AS) in
‘prayers and returned to Makkah, in onc
night? Abu Jahal was most vocal over this
and he advised them to inform Hazrat Abu
Bakar (RAU) over this news, given by his
Prophet (SAWS).

So, they went to Hazrat Abu Bakar's house
and said that you were His fricnd and then
you accepted Him (SAWS) as your Prophet,
and became His follower. Now, listen to
what He (SAWS) has said, will you still
believe in this? Hazrat Abu Bakar (RAU)
said: “you are so foolish that you do not
realize that what I have alrcady believed in
is far morc amazing than this event. [ have
believed in Him (SAWS) when He (SAWS)
said that He (SAWS) reccives Revelations
from Allah (SWT). This incident is very
inconspicuous as compared to receiving
Divine Revelations, and il the Prophet
(SAWS) Him self has narrated this journcy,
as you are telling me than I endorse its
validity and I belicve in it!" Hazrat Abu
Bakar (RAU) had not yet heard of it himsclf,
from the Prophet (SAWS) but was being
told so, by the polytheists of Makkah.

The comment was simple that if this is
what the Prophet (SAWS) said, then it is
true, and he believes in it! This is called
being Fana-fir-Rasul (SAWS). So, if Allah
(SWT) blesses someonc with this
Exaltation, then it demands, that his faith
becomes a Darood, his character becomes a
Darood, his thoughts become a Darood and
his tongue remains engrossed and fragrant
with Darood.

The duty towards Darood will not be
fulfilled merely by celebrating the Noble
Birth (Melad) of the Prophet (SAWS), and
doing fireworks. In fact, the Noble Birth of
the Prophet (SAWS) should be celebrated
by the entire universe, by the entirc
mankind, including the non-believers, as
Allah (SWT) sent His Mercy in Person of
Muhammad (SAWS), who cares for the
welfare of every individual. However, a

welfare of every individual. However, 5

believer celebrates the annunciation of the
Prophet (SAWS) ( =) and not mercly his
Birth, which also is the most Blessed. The
Beneficence and Mercy that His (SAWS)
annunciation of Prophet hood, brough
cannot be measured or estimated. .
ide wlus S LS

He (SAWS) taught man, a handful of
dust, the art of communicating with Allah
(SWT), The Provider and the .Sustainer of
the Universe. From the lowliness of the
dust, He (SAWS) clevated him to what
exaltations! May Peace be upon Him.

(Continucd of Page 54)
The Distinction of the Aulia
The author of Tafsir-¢ Mazhari writes inthe
explanation of al-Saba (vol: XII, p: 22):

Some siifi veterans, at times, attain

freedom from time and space and see

the past and the future before them.

This fact is supported by an authentic

Hadith. According to Abdullah Ibn-¢

Abbas: Once solar eclipse occurred

during the Prophet's®™® time; he’

“A" led a number of his followers in

Salat-e Khasiif (a special prayer for

such occasions), and stood praying

for an unusually long period. We
watched him step forward, then
backward, as if attempting to get
hold of something. Asked later, he’
(SAWS). . .

explained, “I saw Paradise in
front of me and I wanted to pluck a
bunch of fruit therefrom. Had I been
successful, it would have lasted you
till the end of the world.”

It would be incorrect to interpret that the
Prophet ™ saw an image of Paradise as in
adream; for such a notion is rebutted by him
that he saw Paradise itselfand not its image-

(To be Continued...)
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of the Prophet (SAWS) and prove wo_rﬁ,)} o

obedicnce and loyalty, then a stage comes
when our own selves become extinct.

This in terms of Tassawuf is a state called
Fana-fir-Rasul which implics that although
a believer is alive and moving around
physically yet his thoughts, intentions.and
actions have become the Likes, Dislikes and
Preferences of the Prophet (SAWS).
Whenever a believer, a seeker of the Sufi
Path is honored with this Blessing of Fana-
fir-Rasul, he becomes beneficial for
everyone, just as a mirror when placed
before the sun reflects, its light and
dissipates it. The light does not belong to the
mirror, but it receives the light from the sun
and instead of absorbing it, it is reflected
and passed on to others. Thus, it benefits all
those around him and a person who is
blessed with the status of Fana-fir-Rasul, he
becomes beneficial to mankind, as a whole.
By merely attaining the meditation
(maraqaba) of Fana-fir-Rasul, does not
make a person Fana-fir-Rasul, however, it
acts as a support system, by giving him a
connection with the Exalted Court of
Prophet (SAWS). It is up to him now, to
transform his practical life into a rcal
connection with the Prophet (SAWS). The
meditation, he avails, will only be a support
in achieving a practical transformation into
Fana-fir-Rasul but ultimately he him sclves
will be held responsible for it. Inspite of this
ifhe fails to change himself in practical life,
and then he will be declared a worse
criminal, than others. May Allah (SWT)
have Mercy on him and forgive him, but he
should realize its valuc.

The other day somebody was mentioning
asilly thing done by a person. I said that he
isasimple man and not very wise and yet he
offers Salah and practices Zikr. I said that he
is a lucky man and a simpleton. Itis we who
call ourselves wise that are in more danger
of accountability. He maybe forgiven for his
naive simplicity but what if we are asked to
explain why we, in spite of being wise,
acted wrongfully? So, it will become

ves
wise rather than the simpletons.

Similarly if a Sheikh makes his disciple
attain the meditation of Fana fir Rasul
(SAWS) then that disciple has a greater
responsibility to obey the Prophet (SAWS),
more diligently. If in spite of this if he does
not obey the Prophet (SAWS), what
justification can he give for his
disobedience? He will be asked that what is
your excuse for disobedience when you
enjoyed the Blessing of such a conncction,
strength and relationship with Prophet
(SAWS)? Instead of making your utmost
effort to color your entire life with hue, by
striving to earn lawfully, by speaking the
truth and obeying Allah (SWT), you still
lapsed!

We have a social norm that we follow the
trends of the majority by saying that since
everybody is doing this, so are we.
However, this is not a pretext for doing
wrong. Had this been a valid reason to
follow the wrong path then there was a time
when the entire world was on the path of -
evil and only One Person, the Prophet, the
Messenger of Allah, Muhammad (SAWS)
stood alone proclaiming His Prophet hood.
Those who accepted His (SAWS) message
in Makkah; Hazrat Abu Bakar (RAU),
Hazrat Ali (RAU), did they accept it
because there were so many others,
accepting it? They on the contrary said that
even if the entire world refutes Him
(SAWS), we know He (SAWS) is Allah's
thankful servant, so we will believe in him
asAllah's Messenger (SAWS).

When the Prophet (SAWS) narrated his
Night Journey of Ascension (Mairaj) before
the Makkans, it stirred a storm of
opposition. The Makkans said that the
Ascension to Heavens is beyond discussion,
but let us discuss His (SAWS) claim to
travel back and forth from Bait ul
Mugqadass, in one night. How is it possible,
when by making our camels run at their
maximum speed, we reach there in three
months? How can it be true? He (SAWS)
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Translated Speech of

Hazrat Ameer Muhammad Akram Awan MZA

What is the concept of Virtue or Piety?
Piety simply means being a slave of the
Prophet (SAWS). What is the meaning of
sin? Disobedience to the Prophet (SAWS)
inany field of action is simply sin. Indeed, a
person who lived in Allah's (SWT) world,
who enjoyed the sunlight and the breeze
being offered here, but failed to get
acquainted to the Prophet (SAWS) and
believe in Him (SAWS), is very
unfortunate. However, those who are
blessed with faith need to prove worthy of
the Love which is possible with Allah
(SWT) through His Mercy, upon believers.

It is not a must that onc has to spend
millions to buy Prophet's affection; it is not
necessary 1o sacrifice your life to gain His
(SAWS) love. It is simply, a connection of
the heart which when strengthened, notonly
defeats the worldly hardships, but cven
death. Such a person lives forever. He is
alive even after the death, as suggested by
Sultan Bahu (RUA), in this verse:

s G U S s u ot
Everyone who lives in this world enjoys
the life but real life is attained by one, whose
body, when lowered in the grave, brings the
grave to life, too. From where does this life
come? Just as the Universe borrows light
from the sun, the Universe as well as the
entire world borrows life from the Prophet
(SAWS). He (SWT) sends salutations upon
His Beloved (SAWS), His Angels also send
salutations and all the believers have been
invited by Allah (SWT) to join in and send
Darood, incessantly.
What are we? A handful of dust, but the

WHAT DAROOD SHARIF REALLY MEANS

(Partll)
7 May 2004

Gracious Allah (SWT) is saying, the
believers, to join Him and His angels in
sending Darood upon His Beloved
(SAWS). Can a higher status be imagined
for a handful of dust? When a believer
worships Allah (SWT), in Salah, Allah
(SWT) makes him to participatc in offering
Salutations and Darood. When he reads the
Quran, Allah (SWT) sends him the
injunction, the order, to send Darood. At
every step that he takes in life, he is guided
to follow the Prophet (SAWS), thus
associating with
remembrance, in every action. For a
believer, the remembrance of his beloved
Prophet (SAWS) is associated with every
breath that he takes! Why would he do
something? He would do somcthing
because the Prophet (SAWS) told him to do
so. Why would he refrain from doing
something? He would refrain from doing
something because his Prophet (SAWS)
told him to stay away from it.

In other words, a believer is associated
with His (SAWS) memory throughout his
lifeand it is indeed an exalted status for him
to be present or associated with the Exalted
Court, which the angels attend with extreme
reverence and awe. We are nobody; we
enjoy no worldly status and are
inconspicuous in life. We are dragging
ourselves through the hardships of life.
What is our worth? What does the world get
from us? Things that benefit the world have
aworth; what are we giving to anyone when
we ourselves are so needy? Nevertheless, if
we get associated with the Exalted Court

His (SAWS).

g
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".SO his heart resembles a polished
mirror r_eﬂectmg the reality of
things. His judgement does not err.
forgiven the D.ivine Light, he sce;
and hears ”thlngs in their true
perspective.

Note: This, in addition to proving the

veracity of kashf, proves the meditation

termed as Ru'vat-e Ashkal (literall
observation of figures in true pchPCCIch)),'

Yet, in spite of such a marvellous Spirituni

advancement, a sincere secker and a true

siifi continues to strive for further progress.

This Hadith proves that a bondsman,
even after attaining the exalted m]c’
of Divine beloved, continues to scek
further progress because it implies
diffidence, humility and true
bondsmanship; for a human being,
Abu'diyyat (Divine bondsmanship)
is the highest "honour. (Fatah al-
Bari,vol: X1, p:273)

Notes: This Hadith of

establishes the following facts:

» Obligatory worship is the capital
investment, while the supplemental is
the profit.

» Divine nearness, peculiar to
supplemental worship, cannot be
attained without obligatory worship.

» The various grades of Divine ncarness
are dependent upon proper execution
of both obligatory and supplemental
worship.

» The various exalted offices of the
aulia depend upon the degrec of
Divine nearness attained.

» Divine neamess is not confined to the
exalted oftices alone. .

> Any wali, who attains Muhibbi’yat
(highest Divine esteem), becomes
Mustajab ad-D'awat. .

> To bear enmity or grudge against a
wali leads to a tragic and woeful end.
Ilham is an authority for the recm‘lent,
provided it is not against the Shari ah.

al-Bukhari

LULHULIICALIVIL UL LI A Hud
There arc two pillars of wilayah; anyone
holding them firmly is a wali. Writes Imam
Razi:
There are two attributes of wilayah
which facilitate identification. First
is adherence to the Shari'ah and the
second, absorption of ones' inner-
self into the lights of Reality. When
both of these arc found in a
bondsman with a pronounced
sustaining capacity, he is certainly a
wali. (Tafsir-e Kabir, vol:V, p: 471)
This argument has been contested by some
on the ground that a saint may be called
devout, or a man of ilhdm and kashfbutitis
difficult to call him a wali; because it is not
possible to establish whether he has been
proclaimed as such by ALLAH. This
question is answered in al-Mishkat in these
words, “The chosen bondsmen of ALLAH
are thosc whose very sight inspires His
remembrance.”
This test, if performed casually about a
person, will not carry conviction. Its
implication has been explained by Imam
Rabbani in his Maktubat (vol: 11, p: 92), in
the following words:
“The aulia are holy persons who
invite mankind to the path of
ALLAH, prescribed by the Shari'ah,
externally and internally. First, they
call the seekers to repentance and
persuade them to carry out their
obligations enjoined by the Shari'ah.
Secondly, they advise with emphasis
on constancy. Itis obvious that a wali
does not stand in nced of any
supernatural powers for the said
purpose. Wilayah entails the type of
guidance which has nothing to do
with the supernatural or karamah. In
short, the sine-quo-non (the
indispensable qualification) of a
genuine wali is that in his company
one should feel an inclination
towards things Divine and an
aversion to matters mundane.”
(To be Continued on Page 52...)
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bondsmen, seeking My nearness, is the one
have imposed on him; and My servant
continues to draw near Me through
supplemental works, until I love him. And
when I love him, I am his cars so that he
hears by Me, and his eyes so that he sees by
Me, and his feet so that he walks by Me (-not
in the physical sense but signifies perpetual
Divine guidance and favour). When he
raises his hands in supplication I grant his
requests, and when he secks refuge with Me,
Iprotect him.”
Allama Tufi said that the above Hadith
forms the basis of the Divine Path, lcading
to eternal love and His nearness. It explains
the method for the attainment of Jhsan, a
composition of an inner obligation i.c.
Iman, and an outer one, i.¢. Islam, as defined
in Hadith-¢ Jibril. Zhsén is the moral worth
and status of the sccker; such as abstention,
sincerity, meditation, etc.
Degrees of Divine Nearness
It has already been stated that the two pillars
of wilayah are: '
1) complete adherence to the Shari'ah;
and
2) total occupation of the inner self with
the lights of Reality.
The meaning of wilayah is His ncarness
which can be attained by two means:
1) Obedience to Him; and
abstinence from every sin.
Human beings prove their friendship
by His obedience and piety, which in
turn begets His protection and
succour. (Fatah al-Bari M'a
Bukhari,vol: X1, p:237)
Conceming this Hadith, narrated by Imam
Bukhari, three grades of Divine neamess
have been established:
» ofObligatory Worship,
» of Supplemental Worship, and
» ofHighest Estcem.
Nearness through Obligatory Worship
The first grade implies that a Divine
bondsman should completely mortify his
identity, which in sii/i terminology is Fana-

2) total

Fana-e Zaat (Self-denial) i.e. he should
become an instrument in the Hands of the
Creator.
Lo! ALLAH has bought from the
believers their lives and their wealth,
because the garden will be theirs. (9:
11
Ncar)ncss through Supplemental
Worship
The advancement towards His neamess
achieved through His worship is limitless.
Writes Imam Razi:
Just as the Divine Light peculiar to
various grades is abounding, the
journcy of a sifi saint in these
exalted grades is also endless. It isan
unfathomable ocean, a craving
without limit. Glorified be the One
Who bestowed such nearness on His
friends. (Tafsir-¢ Kabir)
Note: The Rith is not composed of matter
which may disintegrate, but is something
morc subtle than the Angels. Its abode is in
the Realm of Command, beyond the
Throne. Once associated with the human
body, it tends to forget its home; in addition,
its power of levitation cither exhausts or
becomes extremely weak. When an
accomplished saint re-introduces it to its
home, and constancy at zikr is achieved, its
'wings' arc restored, its levitation returns,
and it stands illuminated with the Divine
Light. )
“When the sacred celestial lights
reflect on the Rih, its levitation is
given a fillip by their beneficence
and it starts levitating towards its
native home ardently.”
Nearness of the Highest Esteem
A Gnostic attains this grade when each cell
of his body is completely rid of every non-
Divine influence. From this very Hadith
Ibn-e Qayyam has, in his Kitab ar-Riih,
established that the heart of the wali
resembles a polished mirror enabling him to
perceive the reality of everything.
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THE AULIA AS DESCRIBED

BY THE PROPHET ™

Translation of “Dalail us Sulyk”
|

The real value of a human being, his
greatness and his excellence will comc’inu\)
limelight on the day his Register of Conduct
is produced before the Almighty. Hearing
glad tidings of supreme triumbh, a true
bondsman will receive immense Divine
blessings. That indeed will be the real
success, truc emancipation and everlasting
glorification, which in other words is called
grand success of the Hereafter and eternal
bliss. The ephemeral pomp and show of this
world is nothing but an illusion and self-
deceit:

The life of this world is but comfort of

illusion. (3:185)
The Splendour of the Aulia on the Day
of Judgement
Narrates Ibn-¢ Abbas, “There will be
some people seated on ALLAH's right on
His Tremendous Throne on the Day of
Judgement; they will be on pulpits of light,
their faces glecaming with Divine Light.
They will neither be Prophets, nor martyrs
or Siddigin. The Prophet®™® was asked
who they would be; and the Answer was
repeated three times to emphasise the point,
“They would be the ones who loved each
other for the sakc of ALLAH.”
Narrates Abu Hurai'rah, “There arc somc
Divine bondsmen other than the prophets
who will, on the Day of Resurrection, be
envied by Prophets and martyrs. The
Prophet ™ was requested to identify them
50 that they be held in csteem. He™
teplied, “They arc the ones whose hearts
have been flooded with Divine Light. As

written by

{+ Hazrat Maulana Allah Yar Khan (RAU) Continued

CHAPTER-XII' -

result they hold cach other dear in spite of
being neither kindred, nor of a common
lincage. Their faces will be radiant and they
will be seated on thrones of Divine Light.
When others will look terrified and grief-
stricken, they will be resplendent and
without any sign of worry, whatsoever.” He'
™ then recited this verse:

Lo! Truly the friends of ALLAH are

(those) on whom fear (comes) not,

nordothey grieve. (10: 62)
Note: The aulia described in the above
Hadith are those devout and sincere
bondsmen who remember ALLAH
ceasclessly and spend their lives secking
inner purilication through endeavour, toil,
abstinence and prayer. Of course, the
Prophets™ and their true successors rank
far above them, for they are a source of
guidance and reformation of mankind. The
Prophets will be questioned, on the Day of
Judgement, about their Ummah but the
aulia under reference will be free from such
a responsibility. The envy of the Prophets
and the martyrs will be on this account.
Those exempted from reckoning on the Day
of Judgement will indeed be enviable.
The Auliain Worldly Life
The Prophet™*"** said, “Anyone who ceases
to depend on the creation and gives himself
to the Creator receives sustenance from
sources unimaginable.” He®™*" quoted a
Divine declaration:

“Anyone who bears enmity with My

friends, I declare war against him.

The most valued worship of My
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rat Abdullah bin Umar (RAU) that Prophet (SAWS) used to

Narrated by Haz e used
say, that for everything there are means and ways of clgansmg_ and polishing;
for the hearts it is Zikar Allah (remembrance). There is nothing ‘be“gr than
Zikar Allah in saving a person from Allah' wrath.The Companions (RAU)
asked " Not even fighting in Allah's Cause?" 'l‘l|_e Prophet (S_AWS) said:
“No.even if the sword of the fighteris brokeninto pieces, during fighting"
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