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T dor iy thing and evervthing she lkes: she can conlest elections and rule the country
Many renowned religious scholars pathered around vur femsle Prime Minister:and noue
decresd that she cannot particrpate in polines, But, if the same lady siatls remembering
her Cod there would be an instint upeoor from the religious quarters that she is doing
W I"'ill'l.i__l.

The Ragk zod the Sunnab have nol imprisoied o woman inher home Durning the Lime
of the haly Prophet™", women participated even i battles: sueh us in the batles of Badar
and Uhad. They supplicd water 10 the wewnded, dressed their woumls and wok care of
them; they even fought bautles with sword, But during the whaole sctiviiy. they kept
themeebves seprrite ond did vat misowith men, The poies w ponder 15, Did they lesm w
vide ik use the sward Fromrsome instructor of were thes barn with these gualities™
During that blessed era, they reeeived their education and traiming separately ond
pecformed their duties separately Trom men. and that 15 the rule even weay, They should
remain within their Pardsh and vchicve every bil of exéellénce that men car ollain .
They have o greater need te e the basic essentivls ol the Religion e the men who
vemtenher Aade niect coed S owosses i cementber Al l.llrrr..l'r Aflah Ty promised
i faveiveness cond fanierne revvard” Adlah has equated therm with e in the nequend
|-||_1.'rr,;1r|'|_=||:|_|1|:|;_ of Zikr bue, how wpald they doid i ey don't by A7 This 1% the styndard
loid down by 1h¢ Divine Book. She isneither @ caged Died nor 2 showbiz model: there 15 2
middle way Tor ber. She should Snew ol renlise: her! rospernsibilities il degiine the
ahility 1o Fulfil her requirements Bonourbly, She should neither begome a dependent
beepnr nor o fres-lameer 1w cub shoulders with men,

Miv Allah prant us the @ipaeits s understand properts pnd et seeonatina v Ameen!

ol Lﬁ/d“f#r(gp L) fc;LfJ”'.
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praved: “My Lord. [ am needy aof swhatever good Thou seud civi i Las e b e snngle
seitence: of supplication he summed up his poe condition: "0 Allah? Gl all the people
present. T ang the peediest and certainiy deserve Your Gvoors the most. Bach one AHER
family. hane, cotle and business: kul here 1 am. all alone, wathout anpthing exeepl ¥ our
Name. [ hove no family. home or seilth, and Dam o swaneer moan alien T My Lo, |
i oeedy of whatever pood You send dovns for me. Yoo gre the Lol of Grace and
Merey. Granl me o faveut. something good which suffices all nevts and tums o
destilute: steanger oo o happy reswlent.” The Bivine response seamied 22l the supplica-
tians of His dear amd exalted Muessenoer by bestowmgd a sindle Tavowr in the lonm ol 2
wite, Al ot his needs Were pdeguoteds wken care ol e redeivied G himes relalives,
properts wd all of the pood of this [ife through that single Divine: Favour. b o
traveller became a pars of the society ke o didimanid g v Nothing but good came o
him when a woman walked fnto his Hfe The Quran calls bl Fuly as wital good beciise
of her modesty; it means that mrodesty is the hallmark of [eminine atnibotes, wiboul
which, 1 woman deesnt rentain @ real woman. A westers thinker hivs rightly ohserved. ' A
woman can indeed do eversthing dutside of Ter home thista man con do, bt shwe remaims
3 womnn no more. She loses hee positive feminine anvibutes such s modesiy Jove
affection and delicacy: sbhe actually Toses her fenuninity ond manslorms oo different
being. 1 vow see those women who have adopled this siyvle, vou will g that thes have
neither become men, nor temained women bul Bave wmed e something. diflerent.
They lave a separate sivle. monpersand aititude wwands liles dU s quite difficutt 1o
underszind such wemen.

lelam hias neither dllawed the use of a womom #s o model Tor adyvertisenent (as o the
Wael) nar hos it allowed Tor her wbe treated as woworthless coplive slave fas o Hinduism
or the FarEast), 0 the other hand. sk considers iowoman i be 2 human bemg warthy
ol every bonour and respect. Bath men and wonsen are equalls goud erealures of Allah,
duly responsible and sccountable for their setions altheugh tath have different capabili-
ties and duties, The tslamic coneept of human eguabite bs that o man sheull do his duty
and 0 woman should shoulder her prespensitibie, Both should detheir duty and enjoy
their rights and priviteges, I she is compelled wexceed the chimee af er duties, this 15
nat equality but eroelly and mjustice, This 5 the Islamic eachinge. However, in the sluhi
ol Telom, all feminmne excellence, honour and preatiness depend upan only ene yvirte -
purity! The Ourn mentioned and pradsed the shy manney of the young virl when she
approached Prophet Musa

During the present e there v considerahle loe and erv abanl women’s riglits and
eouality, all the while the press and medin ure plasing o vital role in seiting this msae
abbize, Accordingly. the advocates of the femimme [k ke out violen processions, Bl
the eriterion of this equality has alrcady heen clalimed By e Do Book aod ilistrated
by e haly Propher ™ during lis life. We should look gimrds Allah ond His holy
Prophet™" and oot townards the Woeerar ke st o the hest salutzan ob this mssae.

There is a visinle parados in oue appreach wsdids wimen. On one and, we have
aflowed them 1o participate n cvery worldls activite, They may visit clubs [T entermaen-
ment, play games outside. watch movies in theatres and e 1o the market for shopping,
and they jnteract with men during all these benvites We olerare and peeept this os
navmal routine of life, On the other Bl 0 thes goooul o learn eeligion, we are
nfuristed bevoind control, T have vel tosee any religious verdicr prehibiimg wonzen ITerm
roanting the markess without Hijab. bharoheaded, even though cach one of these acis 15
prahibited in the Shari*ah, Nobady fs Bothered where they. po or what they do. Butir you
guide one of them fron a muoyie theatrs 1o o tosque. there 15 an Immediate reaction
swdinst il everyhody starts objecting Lo their veligions activity: In our couniiy. a Woirn
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s excess. The relatively froil body of thesecohd worker must possess 3 strony but
sensiive ond tender heart, beeasse the jeb s not o protect the garden but neriure the
plants Fondly ane waderly, Tnomy apimion. this sk s more delicae and subile. Allah hos
entrusted this delicate and sensitive respansibibily of raisine and educating the humin
tpee o woman, whilst the job of 8 man §5 W oeam and protect it this s the natumal
diviston of their responsibilities. Boih are equally responsibles und T think the job of 2
WOHTTELD 15 e ."I'I'..:.,,'Ili'II'HI.I'I[.

Bur o more impaortant guestion which requires our ettennon s, Poss @owoman, who has
Peen enteusted with such o delicoe and sensiive task, reguite any education or tnining
herself? | think she eequires 31 more 1him & man but wie practically give ne icention 1
this 1mportant issue. The parvents try 1o pbve Ter the hest ol séentor education, but da nal
pive herany religiows knowledoe, Her brothers feel oblipesd 1o proteet her and comfon
letr: but fail o realise theie obligation o teach ber religion. Stmabirky, the bushand would
leave na stome unturned Lo I-u_heﬂ her Im|‘.-|w ald eomipriehles he would give her shaynding
leve and get her every pood thing in the world: except religion, Finally, when she
necomes u molber, der children would respect and serve I1|.,r affectionately, bt they 100
world for speak of relipghon with her This aoanode petuaily stems oo notion. d;:n:pl':.
cmbedded invursubeonseious, thal she b5 wn mferior B by erenlion,

When the mother of boly Mapy vowed Lo devore Ber ehild o the service of Ged. she
wirs. I fact, espeeting o deliver o Seil. Such custom wis allawed m thar religion,
Hoswever, when against her expeotation, she gave bih o acdinghier;, she was exiremely
wormed about the Tulfinent of her onth, The Qunin refers 1o het anxiety by mentioning
that she did not knew that hee daiehide was e superior oy sons and had a high
stalus with Al Hee Lifeowas an-explicit (ustration of Davbine preatnessand power, aml
a-soutce of guidance for mankind. Accordme o the Curan. anyone (be it man or wamim}
awvho fulfils their assigned duty is betwer thian the pne Wi doesim = in e sipht of Allah,

Abowt three guartors of buwmar life relates w personal and privareaftes and & osually
spent o within the Tour walls of one’s home [F 1the chapter relating e speciiic Tenydninge
caneerns 5 also odded, it assumesan even preater maittion ol the relieion, As such. the
crealer part Of religion wis narmated by the Plessed wives of the haly Propher™®. He
rabmmied eleven times and when e passed avays e of hes  wives were sl alive
Those who feel embarcissed ar the erlticeiny hout s ™ maceiages wve meally not
studicd his™™ Life, Had het " maorried for-ibe sahe ol marbage, e would have marrjed
during his-prime youth, Buat he™" possed’ his entire youth with Hodheat Khadijah™" wha
was much elder to hirh ™™ Alter her death. when be remartied, he swas over fifiy yeats of
aee: Hidheat “Adshah™ was the anly virgo. Bis™ reimalonie sives were éither widims,
divoreed Or Irewd captives. Some had brought therr children from previous hushands with
Hu:nl and they were alsa loaked atter by him ™™ His™ holy wives were the anly soorce

3 canves i major portn of the r|_||glu.ul s die dbeir absence, the peavate life of the
haly Prophet ™" wonld bave rentained pbscure gnd concdiled lorgver,

Werefer back to the incident of Prophet Musa ™ Ia wlicls e bad ssked the voung girls
the reasen for their presence it e eoowd ol herdsmen, they bad replied thal they fEther
wag old, and since therte was ne one else w do this johb, ||‘l..'t had come themselves and
were winling tor the men o leave the site This verse lays down the parameters tor a
waman 1o work outside her house, IF there 15 nebody else 1o earm a hving, it is betier for
her e work than o stuve or begs She moy do besmess, seek emplovment or underoke
|:.I11,5||:ﬂ1 labour. Hoewever, she sheukl eome out of her bouse only imder compulsion aml
wark 1 sech envireonrents that |_'-rn1|:r_l. her Bonour and chastity and probibat male-temgle
tntermising, When Frophet Musa ™ heard thetr reply. De ook hey Hock and otade his
wiy theough the crowd and watered their cattle. Then he retired to the shade ol s tree and
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s ulwu'ch Reep their proper distance, Thas point hos-been highfizhted inothe referned

verses. The two young wirls had come out af-their homwe under ompulsion, but thes
wiited astde for the male shepherds to Teave the site before they could 1ake their tom

Here, two conditiond have been Taid down/'Tor women (o come out of their homes 1o
work: first, when there is no male member of the lamily o underake this obligmion.
sepomnd, when they don't bave any source ol Tivelihoad, and are reguired 1o e 1keir
bread by themsclyes

O socicty is infested with strange customs whiel have petually been borrawad trom
Hindus #nd mjected into this Mushm culture. The notion that women are inferior or
warthlessas o myth of Hindu cult, which assigns no significance 1o them, whlsosver
When the hushand dies, the wile must be cremated with him: elses sh shall have 1o
spend her remaining [ife as an untovchable und detested erepture. Even her near ones
wan't speak to her ond she '-.'.||1|||_i he sentenced 1o solliuey confinement. living a dog's life.
performing menial jobs: We have Imported this concept fram Hinduism, We ton, high-
light her weaknesses emphatically and presem heros o worthless and loathsame menther
of the human race; this attitode 15 cetainly wrong. Islam is (be Messige ol love [or (he
whole humanity; @ woman i5 s good @ member of the human (amily a5 is o o, Tsham
hes assigned different responsibilities and dulies Lo both, keeping in view their physicnl,
mental and psyvehological potentials apd capacities. Both shall appear before the same
Lord, at the same place 1o account lor their deeds, A disbelieving man shall be sentencdd
to the same hell as a disbelieving woman, and a biessed woman would undoubtedly enjoy
the sume Diving Bliss i Pamadise that a man would: Az human beimgs, botly bave the
sime pattern of life, They are born alike. exist alike, taste the sime death, would be raised
b the same manner dnd would likewise face the consequences of 1heir deeds, They iave
been created with different physicsl. mental and psyelwlogical capabilitiecs, Their
requirements and respansibilities, therefore. are also different. However. both ol them are
of equal imporance as members of the homan race

Some people consider women as-inferior on the plea thar there has no been & female
Prophel, However, the advecates of this argoment tend o Torgel thul, altbsouph Allal
created o Prophet without father, there s no evidénee of a maherless Prophet in the
entire human race, BExeept (or the first heman bemg and o Prophets whom Allab ecreated
without a father and a mother, there 15 no other instance of a Prophet bemy bom withoud
a mother. Without exception, every Prophet wos Pern and brooght up o the swanmm, loving
lap of his mother. I she was such o detestable cresture, then why was every Prophet and
Messenper bomoand brought wp in her tap? Yes. she is nota Prophet but 507 she []u:'-
mather of a Prophet? lsn't she his loving davghter? Doesn't she share his |ife as hiswate
In Paradize. the residence of the hioly Plﬂrﬂh‘l A il be fosted ot the most hlessed Llnnl
sitblitae station, There would be no other hausg ar person i the vicimly, except fis
hioly wives wha will also be living with him™ i his house. S0 how isa woman bl or
imberiar? o et we bave borrowed this Balse notion [ the Hindus of the [ndian
subeantineni

The matural division ol duties and respansibilities of nren and sonien e b2 flustraeed
by the following eximple, Suppose a person wanis 1o 2row o Besmutetul orehard, for whieh
he reguires two workers: The lirstshould be phyvsically steong o undenuke hard work
such as Glling the ¢arth, planting trees, digging water channels: ete. He should be-strong
enough 1o protéct the garden and work outside at his own, The second worker, required 1o
look after the plants, mav not be as steong. but should be more canmy and loving than the
first one, This worker, by natural mstinet, must imdeestand ond care Tor the reguirements
and needs of each budding plam and blossoming flower. This worker's love: should o

distribute the foead and nourishment than plants should oeithir die of tood shortage noe of
s = 6 = anias
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The holy Quran narmates numerous cvents inecluding swries af the nutions of past. [
.ll-'r'-."r the acoounts of Allah's [ I'-.'-|‘l|'|l_l'~1 and :"'-EL'H‘-L]'IL-\.".".‘-- arcl alsg ientbons btk LIS af
r.u_uple those who disbelioved and devied the Prophas and these who Beliesed
followed Allah's Message. The Quran relates all these cuents incontest i the purposs of
its revelation, that s, 1o invite mankind wwards Allah, w0 define the path of worship and
obedience. and fo warn about the way ledding o Divine Wrath, Historie events are
menbaned only as exomples lor manking (o .,1r:';1'. conelusions armd 10 Jearn deaived
lessons. For that reason. it nareates the conditions of various notons @ 1he e when
rophets were sent o them, [t recounts the hardships endured by Prophets: dissing their
efforts to steer their natons rom dorkoess o the Light and also haghlighits the differenee
oetween the fate of the reeeters af Faith amd ol the helievors: Tho e recounts all this
tr eninble the reader 1o reflect and decide the best eourse for himsell Allhough the
Curanic narmation of history 5 the pest acevrate el the absoluse wanls, vl the niere
narration ol history hasoever been Upe subieet of Ouean, Thus, it does aol el e whisle
story at one place, but refers w g different events al appropriate ploces, sooms 10 highlizk
the desired lessons,

The haly verses mentien e vvanny ol Pharaoh. the events of Praphel Musa s flight
o Madyan and bis peeting sath Prophet Sho' b In gddition to the grand saerilices aod
sleadfasiness of Prophet Musa ™ wid the plety snd pregtness of Prophet Sha‘nib . these
VETEES Mention an extraordinary event whach is [l of tremendous wisdom and lessons
for human civilisation; As Propher Muosa approached Modvan, he came upon @ well on
b outskirts of the city. where peaple brought their cande 1o drink. A Liese crowd of
herdsmen with theit cattle had cathered at the site. Amaoizst (hese berdsmen. be found
e v girls holdmg their Nock 1o one side. He was genuimely surprised 1o Gnd these
young girls there:and maquired about their odd presence i on otherwise all-male affair.

They replied that they: had alse brovght their OQock Tor swater and were waiting for the
others w feave the sile belore they could take thear tur Thesy acdded: thar their father was
uld and could not do thas Jeb himsell o this small sentence. Al bus Juid diwn the
condilans and norms for women o participate in varfoos spheres of human activiey oul-
side the four walls ol their lomes. A woman iy permitted o ostep out of her hoose 1f there
15 notne else wowork oulside. Those women who hive o man such os @ather, brother,
lushand or son o work o theist, e nol reqguived o go ool of their homes But o (he
mule memiberrs) ol e Ganly ane sick o old or chn't swork for speme repsan, (hen women
are permited wopo onband work - under cempulsion. They must oot staeve e death
wilhin their homes. nor should they bep ov steal but should adopt a respectable way 1o
vamn their living, Howevers sueh ssomen should med s reels soith working men and
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