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whom He (P.B.U.H) confided in,
and the first person to endorse His
(P.B.U.H) statement and comfort
Him (P.B.U.H) was a noble lady,
Hazrat Khadija (RAU). When Islam
was being forcefuﬂy opposed by the
Quraish of Mecca and their
atrocities were growing by the
second, the very first blood shed in
the cause of Islam was the blood of
a noble lady. Hazrat Sumaya (RAU)

the wife of Hazrat Yasir (RAY) .
Islam has not only given Womep
equal stats in life, but has actually
made her the architect and the
builder of society, a craftsman thay
can model and shape warriorg
mortyars and brave generals, they |
can produce such individuals who

love Allah and his Holy Prophet

(PBUH) and can stay loyal to them

until they die.
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need woman can an

the burden of her sp(tl)ussl:;lgidmsi:‘;‘l.e
when the lady finds her job to bz
tiring, help can be rendered by the
tougher companion. The illustrious
history of Islam tells us that. when
during the battle of uhad, th.e Hol,
Prophet (P.B.U.H) was hurt thz
noble ladies from the ;mble
household of the Prophet (P.B.U H)
were seen helping and carin '
Him (P.B.U.H) and also prov?dif:grg
first aid to others wounded. On the
other hand when there was an
emergency, such as the departure
of the Muslim army on some
expedition and the food was not
ready, the Holy Prophet (P.B.U.H)
willingly helped in the kitchen, to
speed up the cooking. Islam and the

practices of the Holy Prophet
(P.B.U.H) blended the two
companions as one and yet

maintained their individuality.
They rcemrain  inedividuals
because  they different
functions to perform, their physical
structure  is  different,  their
thoughts, opinions vary, the way
“they display their affection and love
varies but what binds into unity is
their dedication towards each other.
When one half is in need of help the
other never disappoints.
During the noble era of
Prophet Muhammad (P.B.U.H)
women learnt the art of fencing and

have

warfare. Women of Islam wrote a
golden chapter of bravery and
valour in history. Those noble
ladies were mothers, wifes, and
daughters of noble worriors these
were the women whom Allah had
blessed with the courage that they
froduced and moulded such great
martyrs and brave generals of
Islam.

A noble lady Haszrat Khansa
(RAU) was a poetess. Before the
advent of Islam, her brother shaker
had died and she wrote a poem in
his memory. Her words were full of
sorrow. One of the stanza of her
feeling, it says that. I remember my
brother Shak with the rising of the
sun and when the sun is tired and
sets, I am still sitting remembering
my brother. When she was old
enough to have her hair grey, she
was accompanying her four sons at
the battle of Aaisia. While sitting in
her comp received the news that all
of her sons had been martyred in
the battleficld. She came out of her
com and prayed and thanked Allah

for blessing her with such honour °

and enabling her to stand amongst
the mothers of mortyrs on the day
of judgement.

This is the courage given to
women by Islam, and there is a very
special place for women in Islam.
when Prophet Muhammad
(P.B.UH) first received the
message of Allah, the first person

e {2



Today we see man and
woman being driven way apart
from each other. One section of the
society in the name of religion, has
put women back into the dark age
where she was nobody with no
status, no opinion, no possessions
and property, but was merely a
speechless dumb living creature.
Her duties are confined within her
walled home, where she is supposed
to attend to daily household chores
and run errands. No one is
concerned about her hereafter,
what will happen to her in her
cternal life is no one’s concern.
Strange myths have been invented
and proudly propagated, that
women have into been blessed with
prophethood because of their
mental limitations. But bttle do
they realise that no prophet was

" born without a mother, il women
had not been prophets, they surely
had been the mothers of prophets.
Yet another sect of the society has
exploited women by putting
unnecessary pressures and
responsibilities on her, Islam has
laid down clearly the roles and the
status of both man and woman.
Allah has his own ways of running
this universe. Had he planned so
human beings too would have
grown like other plantations form
the earth, but then they would only
behave like individual units with no
‘love or affection for each other.

:4 #t90 Ju - ro

Allah has designed the entire!
system for the human generation t,
live and prosper in such a way thag -
each individual is assigned with
duties, As they live through life
they rear their off springs, take
care of the new ones, just like
young bady plants are cared for,
Then with the passage of time the
new generation replaces the older
one and the cycle goes on.

Allah has assigned different
duties to workers for the
maintainence of this lovely garden
of life. Onc worker is the tough,
kind who can bear all sorts if
physical hardships, He prepores the
fields, ploughs the land and
cultivates it. But their are other
duties of this lovely heaven, which
require tenderness and love. When
tiny flowers bloom they need some
one, who can shower love on then
without being tired, one who can
take care of each and every petal of
each and every flower graving in
the flower bed a servant with an
affectionate heart is required who
can ceaselessly serve these tiny
flowers and help them to bloom.
This delicate and tender task of
nurteuring the young ones was
assigned to the woman and the
tough laborious task was assigned
to man. But Allah did not segregate
the two labourers, although
debeiate jobs have been assigned to
woman but when ever these is @
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believe that she jg enjoying an
equal freedom ang opportunity
setup. What happens is that the
duties originally assigned to woman
stay with her and she is loaded with
those not meant for her. She was
crushed under ignorance in the
dark ages and today  her
womanhood her dignity is crushed
unde.r modern education. She is
deprived of all her natural gifts
from Allah such as tender, love and
patience. A western philosopher
has commented that a woman, in
the field of action, can perform all
those duties that a man can, but
then she does not maintain her
womanhood. "Even the west
realises that fact and is well aware
of it.

Islam revolutionized the
male dominated society at that
time when women were not
considered to be even part of
mankind. For the first time ever,
the Prophet of Islam, Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him)
addressed the people as O mankind,
Iam Allah's Prophet, to all of you.
This must have been felt very
strange by the people then, who
were not accustomed to give
women any importance. Islam
elated the status of women, giving
her the respect she deserved as a
mother, the love she must receive
as a sister, a daughter and her

‘rights as a wife. Woman for the first

#1990 (U

Dower

time .were made eligible for
receiving inheritance from their
fathers sons and husbands. She was
granted equal rights as a human
being, the right to express her
opinion as to how she wanted to
live her life. Islam gave woman the
choice the make her own decisions.
money was made
compulsory, to be paid to the newly
wed bride by the bridegroom. This
was to make the newly arrived
bride into a household, financially
secure so that sho too may feel
important and comfortable  and
make her adjustment easy. Islam
has clearly declared that on the day
of judgement man and woman shall
be equally questioned about their
faith, believes, lawful and unlawful
carnings and their relationship
with Allah. Being humans, both
have been entrusted with duties,
both shall be rewarded for their
noble dewls, and if they deserve
punishment they shall be awarded
so on equal basis. Allah shall not
alleviate the punishment of women
just because of their gender. Since
women too have been granted with
wisdom, intellect and a conscience
the sense of judgement and
discrimination of right and wrong
With all these capabilities if she
does not obey Allah and His Holy
Prophet (peace be upon him) then
she deserves to be punished.
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The Status of Women in Islam

The masterpiece creation of
Allah in this universe is a human
being, who is the center of
attention of all other creations. The
planets, stare and all that is on
Earth and in the Heavens are
created to serve the human beings.
This creation of Allah comprising of
a handful of clay, is
responsible for inviting Allah’s
blessing or His wrath and curse on
this Earth. The deeds of the human
race, sometimes revitalise the
decaying and withering garden of
the world and, sometimes the evil
deeds of mankind lead the entire
world to destruction and
unhappiness. Humanity is not only
the legacy of man, infact men and
women are equally important
constituents of mankind. Before the
dawn of Islam, the history of
mankind reveals that the most
oppressed, the most despicable and
down trodden, segment of society
was the wered. Strangely enough,
today  inspite of all  the
modernisation, latest sciences and
development, women, outside the
Islamic philosophy of life, do not
have any importance as women.

::l o0 Ju e ) —

Episode 1

The difference  between
these two periods is that during
those dark ages, known as the era
of Ignorance the woman was
considered to be no more than a
commodity, a part of legacy a
possession item with no personal
identity or status of her own. She
was expected never to voice her
opinion, nor was she of any
importance, so much so that when a
person died his wives were divided
alongwith with his other belongings
amongst his heirs. But what a
modern civilisation given to
women? It his tricked the women
by burdening them, with all the
loads of duties meant for men, and !
covering it up under fake slogans
like equality it, of job opportunity
or freedom, This modern
civilisation has deprived women of
the respect they deserved and has
mercilessly exploited her
womanhood for cheap purposes
such as using her to promote the
sales of a match boX or a car.
Todays’man has comfortably
lessened his load of responsibility
and has overburdened the woman
with excessive duties, and has
consoled the woman making her:
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