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cannot benefit. Why is it that the Aulia and Sufis have been avoiding this
way so far?

A: 50 This notion is not correct, they haven’t been avoiding this line. On the
contrary, many Sufis have been men of great authority. One of the emperors
of the sub-continent, Aurangzeb Aalamgeer had been a great Sufi.
Similarly, Sultan Shams ud-Din Altamash was a great Wali Ullah. There
must have been many more; we don’t necessarily know the names of all of
them. Again, Syed Ahmad Shaheed was a great Sufi and so was Shah
Ismail Shaheed. These Sufis laid down their lives in the battlefield. Those,
who couldn’t go to the battlefield continued to reform fellow beings
throughout their lives. By nature, every man is not fit for every task. If a
person is disposed towards teaching, he will become a Sufi-teacher and not
a Sufi-soldier. If a man has the ability to lead, he will become a Sufi-leader.
Becoming a Sufi amplifies the natural faculties of a person. You can’t
refute the fact about those Sufis, who couldn’t go out to the practical field
that they also remained involved in welfare of humanity during their whole
lives. On the other hand, their students brought about great revolutions.
Mujaddid Alif Thani®™™ didn’t take over the rule, but caused the rule to
repent and reform. He was the man of this field! Had he made an effort, he
could have dethroned the king, but this was not in line with his nature. His
natural disposition was the strength that he stood by the truth all.alone, in
the whole subcontinent and compelled the king to repent. The fallacious
Deen-¢ Ilahi was in vogue since. the time of Akbar and none of the great
scholars had been able to halt its practise. When a person joins Tasawwuf,
his natural capacities and abilities are further polished. Sufis, most
certainly, kept reforming people, propagated the idea of Islamic revolution,
kept this cause alive and continued to strive for it.
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A: 49

Q: 50

Sufis experience various stages, meditations and feelings. As apparent
knowledge proceeds by lessons, the inner (spiritual) feelings also progress
by stages. Those who have been blessed with Mushahidah must have
noticed that during the meditation of ‘Fana’, everything appears to have
disappeared; the whole universe vanishes, leaving behind nothing. When,
after that, the meditation of ‘Baqa Billah’ is conducted, the Lights of the
Absolute Being, to which everything owes its existence, are seen with
everything. Absolute Existence is of Almighty Allah alone. Everything else
exists because HE is maintaining its existence; it has no independent
existence of its own. When the Sufis passed through this stage, they said
that in reality, existence is of only One Being, that of Almighty Allah, the
Eternal, the Infinite. Everything else is, in fact, equal to naught, it exists
because HE maintains its existence and vanishes because HE eliminates it.
This view was called Wahdat al Wujood. It maintained that ‘Being’ is only
One, the Absolute. When Shaikh Mohayy ud Deen ibn-e ‘Arbi included this
idea is his book and discussed it at length, it assumed the form of a definite
concept. The people who came later, didn’t posses such a high level of
knowledge and spiritual calibre, therefore a false notion set in with this
concept. Instead of believing that everything exists because of Allah, it
came to be believed that Allah exists in everything. Gradually the concept
of Wahdat al Wujood started to align with the Hindu belief, which asserts
the presence of Bhagwan (the Super Being) in everything that appears
supernatural or formidable to them. Because of such interpolations,
Mujaddid Alif Thani®"* renamed the concept as Wahdat al Shuhood,
signifying that everything is a witness to HIS Oneness; the existence of
everything points to the Unity of the Almighty. The concept was thus
reformed and the truth refreshed. Every being has its own identity, because
Allah has created it, blessed it with life, granted it consciousness and rights.
It is as such a witness to Allah’s Perfect Power. The "Wahdat al Shuhood
concept therefore means that every being is bearing testimony to a single
fact: the Perfect Power and Absolute Authority of Almighty Allah. This
course was adopted to expel the false views that had crept into the concept
of Wahdat al Wujood, due to the diminishing level of men’s knowledge and
spiritual calibre. In essence, both concepts are correct; there is no difference
in them, except of terminology. These were the topics of discussions of the
scholars, those who were blessed with erudition as well as spiritual
excellence. When average people discuss such subjects, they try to interpret
them according to their own intellect, knowledge and understanding and
thus make mistakes. The concept is one, with two names. It is a part of
basic Islamic beliefs that only Almighty Allah is Eternal, everything else is
ephemeral.

The struggle for the establishment of an Islamic state and the administration
of its affairs is the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet™"® and of the Khulafa-e
Rashideen (the Rightly Guided Caliphs). A person who uses authority justly
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more will he love me when I start believing him? A person of such excellent quali-
ties cannot deceive me. He cannot tell lies.’

Questions and Answers

Q: 47 Who were the real inheritors of Prophetic knowledge of the Holy Prophet’

A 47

Q: 48

A: 48

Q: 49

S\WS9 If you say, they were the Companions, even they had differences at
that time. If you say, they are the Ulama (religious scholars), they have
differences even today. If you name the Aulia (saints, spiritual teachers),
each one of them has a different way. If you say that the destination of all is
the same, only the paths are different, this is not acceptable to me, because
the ‘Straight Path’ is only one.

Please understand a basic principle about inheritance of Prophetic
knowledge. The Sahabah (the Companions) are the only link between the
Holy Prophet™" and the Ummah. The Prophetic heritage reached the
Ummah through the Sahabah. If this intermediate link is not reliable, the
whole religion is rendered untrustworthy. The question is did Allah Kareem
and the Holy Prophet™®*"* grade this link as trustworthy? And if they did, it
is not correct to doubt it for any reason. More than a hundred verses of the
Holy Quran verify that the Sahabah are not only reliable but also the
trustees of the legacy of the Holy Prophet™*"* and it is one of their duties to
convey it to the Ummah. Addressing his Sahabah on the occasion of “The
Last Pilgrimage’, the Holy Prophet™*"* assured his Ummah, ‘My Sahabah
are like stars; follow any and you will be rightly guided’. Now, it is for the
Ummah to either trust Allah and the Holy Prophet™*"® or adopt the opinion
of an ordinary person.

Did the most Exalted Messenger™*"* address any of his Sahabah as “Wall.
Qutb, Abdal or Ghauth’? Did he assign the Wilayah of any region to
someone? Did any Majzoob or Salik exist during his™*"* time? Did any of
his Companions experience rapture?

The status of a Sahabi is so high that ‘Wali, Qutb, Abdal and Ghauth” don't
match even the dust raised by his shoes. Therefore, addressing a Sahabi as
Ghauth is like calling a President a peon. Experiencing or displaying rapture
is a sign of imperfection. It is not possible that rapture can overwhelm an
accomplished Wali.

What is meant by the two Sufi concepts of Wahdat al Wujood (Unity of
Existence) and Wahdat al Shuhood (Unification of Observation)? Please
explain.
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others. Allah may grant the leadership qualities to anyone He likes; it is such
people who are appointed Sahib-e Majaz, women cannot bt given this
appointment. I had asked Mrs. 8iddiq to conduct the women's Zi! - ‘ons in Abu
Dhabi. If any woman wants to ask something from the Sahib-c iviqjaz or their
Amir, she should either write to them or speak to them from behind a curtain;
direct and intimate conversation is not allowed. If a lady is leading the Zikr, she
should conduct the Lataif and the three meditations i.e. Ahadiyyat, Ma’iyyat and
Agrabiyyat and make the Dua. Those who want to revise their advanced lessons,
they can do so by themselves.

The sixth point is that the person conducting Zikr should concentrate on Zikr
alone. He should not speak during Zikr, except to change the Lataif, If he starts
speaking, as some people do at times, it will divert his own attention as well as that
of others. Only that person may speak during Zikr, whose normal conversation
also radiates spiritual bliss. But that is extremely rare and even all Mashaikh of the
Orders do not possess this strength. Hadhrat Ji™"* had instructed the Majazin to
change their own Latifah before changing the Latifah of others. For example, if
you are conducting Zikr on the second Latifah and want to go to the third, you
should first change your own Latifah. After a few moments of Zikr, when your
third Latifah starts receiving Divine lights you should instruct others to change
their Latifah. The flow of Divine Lights will not be interrupted and they will also
start receiving the lights being reflected by your Latifah. But if you speak during
Zikr, it will distract them, as if they have started the first Latifah now. They would
have to restart from the beginning.

The seventh point is that we don't have to contest others nor we have to impose
ourselves on them. Anyone who recites the Kalimah is a Muslim, by Allah grace;
may Allah favour all Muslims and guide them. If we engage in Zikr, we are
actually working extra, we are putting in a greater effoi. for our own sake. The
person who earns more by working twenty-four hours in a factory has no right to
criticise those who work only eight hours, everyone earns for himself. Similarly, if
we are working slightly extra, we have absolutely no right to criticise or deride
others; nor should we try to forcibly convince them. If we are sincere to this
religion, and work for the good pleasure of Allah, then we should understand that
any Muslim, who is serving the religion in any way, is actually doing our job, he is
assisting us in our mission. We must give him our love, Islam is not the religion of
hate but of love.

Once, some disbelievers visited the holy Prophet™" with the intention to
contest and criticise him. He lodged them in his mosque with respect and honour.
During the night, one of them eased himself in the mosque. When it was known in
the morning, Hadhrat Umar Farug™" drew his sword to avenge this act of
sacrilege. The holy Prophet™" restrained him and said, “O Umar, he is a
disbeliever. He is not obliged to respect the mosque. We cannot punish him as he
is our guest. Just throw the polluted soil out of the mosque.” This kindness
inspired the disbeliever to accept Islam. It retrieved him from the abyss of disbelief
and elevated him to the status of Companionship. He thought within himself, ‘the
holy. Prophet™*" cares for me so much even when I don't believe him. How much

(3 200801

SAW




wife. It does not befit him to narrate the follies of her wife publicly, otherwise he
does not remain her cover because he is not covering her any more. Similarly, no
wife should discuss her matrimonial and domestic affairs with other women.
Otherwise she, too, would not be a good cover for her husband. Those who per-
form Allah's Zikr should possess greater accommodation and tolerance. If a
husband commits a mistake, the wife still remains responsible to look after his
comfort and protect his honour. But, if she also ignores her duty, then she is no
better than him. He should repent and correct himself; otherwise he would be
answerable to Allah. Similarly, when a wife commits any mistake, the husband
should counsel and advise her politely and try to reform her.

Our problem is that we teach our women everything save religion, that is a
grave mistake. Allah's Zikr should grant us the realisation to look after the rights
of our parents, children, wife, husband, brothers, sisters and other relatives. Again,
the basic aim of performing Allah's Zikr is to acquire the strength to follow the
Shari‘ah. These rights have been defined by the Shari‘ah. If we don't follow the
Shari‘ah, then what is the effect of Allah's Zikr? Similarly, women should also
safeguard the rights of near relatives, enjoined by religion. Private conversation of
any lady with the Sahib-e Majaz is not allowed. If she must talk to him, she should
not be alone during the dialogue but be accompanied by a senior lady. If she does
not want to share her secrets with anyone, she can write to me directly. Here, I
have asked one of the sisters to explain Zikr to the ladies and also conduct their
Zikr sessions. If they need to know something, she can ask her husband or tell
them to write to me, there should be a proper organisation for women. They can
meet separately and perform Allah's Zikr. If they join the central Zikr sessions or
if a Sahib-e Majaz conducts their Zikr, they should sit separately behind a screen,
where they can hear the call to change the Lataif. After Zikr and Du‘a they should
leave separately. By Allah's grace, this blessed Order is growing and there is a
greater need to take these precautions. Otherwise, there will be many problems and
people will be religiously harmed instead of being benefited.

The fourth point is that the Sahib-e Majaz can conduct others up to the spiritual
stages of Fana Baqa. They cannot take anybody beyond these stages nor can they
present anyone for the spiritual Bai’at with Prophet Muhammad™"". If anybody
else conducts Zikr, he should complete the Lataif followed by the Maragbat
(Meditations) and the Du‘a.

The next point relates to the position of the Shaikh. One can discuss one's
personal and private affairs with the Shaikh. It is obligatory for the Shaikh not to
reveal the affairs of anyone and for the sake of Allah, give him correct and sincere
advice in accordance with the Shari‘ah; the Shaikh is the greatest custodian of
secrets. He should not disclose anything except small everyday matters. Those
persons, especially women, who hear any such thing from the Shaikh must keep it
to themselves.

I have already stated that it is not my sole prerogative to appoint a Sahib-e

Majaz. In every organisation, certain people are selected to control and guide
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his worldly reqmrements The sole aim of our effort is to develop the realisation to
accord our preference to religion.

Allah has blessed innumerable women beside men. They perform Zikr not only
in Muslim countries but even in Europe and Scandinavian countries which are the
nurseries of vice and the evils of modern civilisation. They perform Allah's Zikr
and follow the religion completely, this is a great Divine favour. They write to me
from Northern Norway, where the day and night each spans six months, and
inquire about religious orders pertaining to their peculiar climatic environments.
Recently they wrote that they had grown to sixteen families. They were planning
to sell their houses to buy a whole locality where they could collectively pray in a
mosque. Previously, they had been offering their prayers in one of the houses, but
it was not spacious enough to accommodate the increasing number of followers. It
is indeed a very great favour of Allah that he has raised such pious people in a
society where there is hardly any concept of piety, modesty, or even religion. They
spend their time and money and come here during our annual congregation to learn
Allah's Zikr. The effort is designed to facilitate total adherence to the Shari‘ah and
acquire greater capacity to work harder for this cause.

Now that many women have also joined us in Allah's Zikr and their number is
gradually increasing, there is a greater need to define relevant procedures and
etiquettes. It is a delicate subject which has been emphasised by all civilised
nations in one form or the other, but Islam has assigned it a special significance.
[slam has assigned a high status of respect and honour to women. It has also
defined their work parameters, which cannot be crossed even under the pretext of
worship or Zikr. I had explained these rules and procedures in Abu Dhabi also.
Some members of the Order have been appointed as Sahib-e Majaz (those
permitted by the Shaikh to conduct Zikr and conduct others unto the stages of the
Path) at every place, but they should conduct the Zikr of men. Zikr session for
women should be arranged separately. The instructions of Shari‘ah regarding
Purdah (Hijab) should be observed. Women should sit behind a curtain where they

can hear the voice only. They may hear directly or through a loud speaker. Hearing
a male's voice for religious education is permitted for them. During the time of the
holy Prophet™", women prayed behind men in the Prophet's Mosque and also
listened to sermons. Even today, separate arrangements are made for them to pray
in the mosque behind the ranks of men or in a screened compartment at one side of
the mosque, they still hear the voice through a loud speaker. They can join when
prayer begins and leave soon after it is over. Religious worship like prayers,
fasting, etc. is as obligatory for women as for men. They must also perform
Allah's Zikr.... and those men who perform Allah's Zikr and those women who
perform Allah's Zikr. He has prepared for them forgiveness and an immense
reward. (33: 35).

The second point which I want to emphasise is that we perform Allah's Zikr
only for His Good Pleasure. We don't gather to appreciate or criticise others or
discuss our family problems, this principle is applicable to men and women, alike.
Allah has described the husband and wife as each other's clothes. Our clothes
protect against the effects of the weather, covers us from shame and adorns thc
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reason, once again arranged a free and generous distribution of this medicine of
inner blessings through this Exalted Order. It is indeed a great Divine favour that
everyone who joins this Order certainly receives his blessied share.

However, it is a common notion that, as a natural result of our worship (Zikr
and good deeds) we should never come across any problems. We should neither
fall sick, nor face adversity, nor encounter any difficulty in practical life - it 1s a
gross misconception. On the other hand, Allah praises those of His slaves who
sacrifice many things to attain His Pleasure. They endure hardship in His way and
forsake many desires for His cause. There is yet another fallacy which needs to be
corrected, people want others to praise them for doing Allah's Zikr. Yet Allah has
praised those of His slaves who don't care for worldly rrecognition for their efforts
in His way. It implies that anyone who strives in Aldlah's cause is sure to be
subjected to public derision. The holy Prophet™" has advised, "Perform Allah's
Zikr till people start calling you mad." In my opinion, both concepts of using
Allah's Zikr, either to solve worldly problems or to win public praise, are funda-
mentally wrong. This path is really very difficult, that is why most people don't
venture to go this way. Allah has Himself said that only a few of His slaves are
thankful - those who have the courage to walk this way. If you count those who
endure hardships in Allah's way amongst mankind, their number will be
negligible.

Religion receives the least priority in life. If someone has to leave only one
thing in life, he would leave religion without any hesitation. He would be prepared
to abandon Allah's worship on the smallest pretext. If he contracts a common cold,
he would not stop eating, drinking or working, but he would immediately and
definitely stop praying, this is the greatest human weakness. Allah appreciates
those slaves who don't abandon Islam even at the cost of their lives. However, it
requires a supreme resolve to go that far. I don't wish to prolong this discourse, but
the real object of all this effort and endeavour is to develop an inner strength that
makes Allah's obedience easy and enables a person to leave the prohibited and
adopt the permitted. All Zikr, meditations, verbal incantations and physical efforts
are meant to produce the resolve to follow the Shari‘ah. The religion should
become a pleasant responsibility rather than a gruessome burden. Once we like
something. we enjoy all its related activity. When we buy a car, we tend to ignore
the better points of other cars and always prefer our choice. It may be more
expensive and may require greater maintenance but we purchase it simply because
we like it. We undergo an apparent financial loss, buf: we enjoy the deal. Similarly,
we will buy a house of our choice at a higher price, well knowing that living in
that house, will not in any way, increase our age. Allah has allowed us to spend
our money to buy our choice. We need to deve%op a. similar love for the religion,
which will propel us to happily spend for its cause, devote the time and undergo
many hardships. We should be willing to preserve religion at the cost of a worldly
loss. The holy Prophet™" said that both the religious obligations and worldly
requirements cannot be satisfied simultaneously. If a person decides to fully attend
to his worldly affairs, he will definitely have to fore;go some religious obligations
and if he decides to give priority to the religion, he ywill have to sacrifice some of
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It is a great favour of Almighty Allah, not because I proclaim it, but history bears
witness that the manner in which this exalted Order has distributed Prophetic
blessings was observed only during the earliest period of Islam; it has no other
parallel in Islamic history. Everyone who attended the august company of the holy
Prophet™"™ acquired the status of a Companion and his heart was instantly
illuminated. There was no discrimination of social status, knowledge, age or
gender to acquire this blessing. Similarly, those who came to the Companions,
were called Taba’in and those who visited the Taba’in were known as Tab’a
Taba’in. Religious knowledge was then compiled and classified into various
branches and scholars dedicated their lives to learn and teach them. Inner blessings
were similarly preserved in the bosoms and handed down through the generations
as spiritual heritage. With the passage of time, the intensity of these blessings
diminished. Tslamic history is replete with the names of those renowned servants
of the Faith who sacrificed everything and endeavoured resolutely to acquire these
blessings, they certainly outnumber the stars in the sky. But, it had been a regular
pattern that they instructed the majority of their disciples in external reformation.
only and transferred these inner blessing to a select few. This was not by their
intent or purpose but by a Divine arrangement. Divine Wisdom provides for an
item at a place where it is most needed at that time. Probably this blessing is once
again required by humanity after fourteen hundred years. Religion is being
propagated with great zeal and effort during these times. Modern facilities have
significantly reduced the distance and time and have facilitated the use of new
methods and techniques. There are many magazines which print religious material
only, other magazines contain several articles on religion. Each village, town and
city has numerous mosques which resound with religious lectures, especially on
Fridays. Then, there are many devout Muslims who leave their jobs and worldly
comforts, and actively preach religion throughout their lives. Somehow, the results
are not commensurate with the magnitude of effort. Probably the human capacity
for acceptance of truth and self reformation has reduced with time. Either our
hearts have rusted or require stronger medication. The Grac:1ous Lord has, for that
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