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tinge of rebellion to Allalh's (SWT), the
writer or poet becomes very famous and
celebrated. The author who writes obscene
literature is held in great esteem and
becomes famous. There are poets whose
poetry is based on waywardness and
opposition to Islam and this characteristic

of their work, makes them famous. Onc |

such writer was asked that how come his
son was studying Quran at a school as a
subject. He replied that in his view his son
was merely learning another language
otherwise there is nothing special about
Quran! It is good that he will learn some
Arabic along with English, Urdu etc. This
poet is very famous in our country and
acclaimed only because he is rebellious to
Allah (SWT). This rebellion has
unfortunately become the standard of
wisdom, today. This is wrong. The truth is
that a person is wisc and an intellectual,
proportionate to his cognition,
acknowledgement of Allah's Greatness and
the level of submission, in obedience, to the
Prophet (SAWS). Quran gives this as the
criterion of wisdom and intellect. So,
nobody should fool himself with false
criteria but should search for the realitics.
‘What good is that intelligence which prefers
mortal things over the Magnificence of
Allah (SWT)? How can it be wisdom? This
is foolishness. The function of intelligence
is to look for facts, to scarch for the reality of
the mortal things and to ponder over the
sayings of the Prophet (SAWS) and to draw
the conclusion that these sayings are the
Pearls of Truth and Wisdom. These are the
Realities which Prophet (SAWS) has
generously showered upon mankind and
will do it forever.

Each word of the Quran holds myriads
of facts and realities; hence the intellectuals
must seek to unfold the realities and avoid

indulgence in things fhat are alluring and
temporary. However, if a person d.ocs not
bother to improve his ways and continucs }0
indulge in sin and waywardness and we su.l[
consider him to be an intellectual then this
will lead us to destruction. We must see lhflt
the intellect given to us by Alllah'(SWT.), !5
leading us to the right path in life or it is

lcading us astray!

Continued From page 55
Prophets and the Aulia have Pre-vision of
the Future .
o Faidhal-Bari(vol: 1,p: 182): Ba-Yazid

Bustami, a cclebrated saint, passed by a
Madrissah and from the breeze blowing
from its direction, predicted the
cmergence of a future wali. It
materialised in thc person of Abu
Hassan Khargani, a century later.
Similarly, the Prophet™*™ once said, “I
see Divine lights in the direction of
Yemen.” Owais of Qarn was born there.
This Hadith, also is a proof of the
existence of the semblance of something
before its formal existence.

o Faidh al-Bari (vol: 111, p: 334): T have

said that things have a sort of pre-

existence. The Prophet™™  foresaw

calamities, which befell afler him. These

calamitics had a certain pre-existence,
and the Prophet®*™ had observed them
through kashf.

According to Rith al-Ma'ani (vol: 1, p:

233), the aulia in their corporeal existence,

stroll inan carthly Paradise:

The fearncd s4fis hold that Paradise,
where Hadhrat Adam™* was lodged
after his creation, is the Barzakhi
paradisc on earth, near Jabl-¢ Yaqjt.
In a state of kashf siifis stroll in it
spiritually, not physically.

People see various things in their dreams

L. 5 4
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celebrate their rituals. Food is enjoyed and
other rituals are observed. What good can
come from it? Sadly, Islamic celebrations
have been ruined by music and funfairs
which have been fabricated by some people.
The ways and styles of non Muslims are
being adopted by Muslims, today.

THE REAL KNOWLEDGE )
AKRAM-UL-TAFSEER, Voll, pages
(174-176)

Knowledge does not refer to a mere
memorizing of words or reading a lot of
books. Had this been the criterion of being
learned then all the newspapers would be
labeled as scholars, If you take a look at a
newspaper, it will contain information from
a v_illage to the entirc globe, within the
!lmned space of a few pages. With all this
information, printed on these pages, do
!hese.pagcs become scholars? The pages
remain ignorant because whatever is
written on them does not make any impact
on them nor alter them, in any way. They
neither turn sofl nor become smoother.
Similarly those who read too many books,
merely collect a lot of information, like a
newspaper. Ifa person has a huge collection
of letters, words, phrases and news, it docs
not make him a scholar. We can't say that he
has knowledge.

Knowledge is that which leaves an
impact on the heart, on the personality and
on the spirit (Ruh) whercby bringing a
positive change, cven though the person
may not have reccived any formal
education, in any school. The Noble
Companions (RAU) never went to any
school but when they are quoted on any
issue, all the intellectuals go silent and
admit that the truth is what the Noble
Companions (RAU) said. Why do great

erudite surrender their view point before the
.sayings of the Noble Companions (RAU),
so easily? They do it, because the
Companions had knowledge. Knowle_dge
can be attained by listening, reading,
through experience or Allah (SWT) may

instillitin the heart, Those who had faith in
their hearts and were blessed with the honor
of Beholding the Radiant Face of the
Prophet (SAWS), their hearts became
occans of knowledge, without going to any
institution and without reading any book.
They attained such a level of cognition of
Allah's Magnificence that no other person,
besides the Noble Companions (RAU), can
ever dream of. They attained such a staunch
belief in the veracity of the Prophet
(SAWS), which was unparalleled, and
nobody after them can ever attain. The
power to discriminate between Truth and
Falschood, which they had, was also unique
which nobody besides them can have in the
world.

Knowledge, cven if it is a single
sentence, is that which transforms the
temperament of a person; alters his thinking
and his heart. Knowledge transforms a
person towards goodness. A person may
acquire the highest degree from a university
but if he fails to improve himself, he will
still be considered as ignorant. Allah (SWT)
says,” I show you my signs so that you may
usc your inlellect and pereeive the truth.” In
Allah's Court, wisdom and sagacity means
acknowledgement of His (SWT)'s
Magpnificence.

Many years back, we were sitting
with a few friends and the topic of death of
India's Prime Minister came up. Somebody
said that the late Prime Minister was a very
shrewd, intelligent and wise man. One of
our members, who were very simple and
elderly, commented that he did not know the
Prime Minister, in person, but when he had
failed to perceive the Greatness of Allah
(SWT)and the veracity of Prophet (SAWS),
how could he be considered as wise and
intelligent? In our society today the criteria
for wisdom and intellect are unique. Today,
aperson who can criticize Allah's Greatness
is considered to be an intellectual. Ifa writer
orapoet writes prose or poetry, which has a
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BLESSED NIGHT

(FROM ASRAR- UL-TANZIL)

% Hva.Vz_rgt /_i:rp_c_agr Mqhammad Akram Awan MZA

eI SIN Y ¢ o gl b
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(SURAH DUKHAN 1-4)b6% 3188 &35
Ha Meem. By this Luminous Book which
elucidates the Truth with evidences and was
sent in an extremely Auspicious Night from
the Guarded Tablet unto the heavens of this

© world; it testifies the fact that the purpose of
its revelation is to guide mankind to the
correct course of action and forewarn of the
adverse results of evil deeds whereby
mankind may determine the path they wish
topursue.
THEAUSPICIOUS NIGHT

The Exegetical Scholars agree that this

Auspicious Night refers to the Night of
Power (Laila-tul-Qader) as supported by
other verses of the Quran. The Quran was
revealed in Ramazan and the reports that are
being cited with fiftcenth night of Shabaan
(known as Shab-c-Barat), as The
Auspicious Night (Laila-c- Mubaraka), are
weak. Most of the scholars have not
centertained such reports. However, those
who support this version, accept the
auspiciousness of this night only because
they say that when it come to meritorious
aspect of actions then even weak references
of Hadith arc acceptable.

Quran itself highlights the fact that it
was revealed in Laila-tul-Qadar, in the
month of Ramazan. In this Blessed Nightall
Divine decisions based on wisdom,
ordained for the next year, are handed over
to the Angels, for execution.

(FROMAKRAM-UL-TA_FSEEER)

We have revealed it in an extremely
Blessed Night. It must be understood that
this Blessed Night (Laila-c-Mubaraka)
refers to the Night of Power (Laila-tul-
Qadar), in the month of Ramazan anditisto
be found among the odd numbered nights of
the last ten fasts. Morcover, it must be
remembered that this night is not
universally, at the same time, everywhere. It
can be in different nights at different places.
Even within the same country it can vary in
different cities. It is quiet possible that the
21" night may be the Night of Power here,
but not clsewhere. The Blessed Night is the
night when Quran was revealed.

There is a certain confusion which
somchow has been concocted about the
night of fifteenth of Sabaan, which has no
basis, whatsoever. All the traditions
reported in its favor are weak, as stated by
scholars. However, they say that if someone
wanlts to offer superogatory prayers on this
night itis acceptable as in meritorious decds
even the weaker sources of Hadith are
acceptable. Every night is a night, to
worship Allah (SWT) but the night of the
revelation of Quran and the Delegation of
Divine Decrecs is associated with the Night
of Power (Laila-tul-Qadar) and not with
mid Shabaan, known as Shab-¢-Barat.

Unfortunately the way we celebrate
this Shabaan night is very wrong. The
children burn candles and fireworks and
roam around all night. What kind of
worshipping is this? The night is commonly
celebrated as a ritual as non Muslims
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The point has been further elucidated in
Faidhal-Bari, (vol: 1, p: 26):

Atthetime of revelation, the Prophet™™
passed into the state of Barzakh without
formal death; it coincided with the time of
revelation. Most of the cvents of Barzakh
are disclosed to the dead. The Prophet™™

was specially endued to witness the events
of Barzakh at the time of revelation when
many Divine secrets were disclosed. The
aulia also experience the Barzakhi state in
which they arc inspired with numcrous
Divine scerets. In their casc this state is
acquired from the realm of Prophethood, as
the Hadith suggests: “The drcam of a true
believer is a 46" part of Prophethood.” The
author of Mushkalat al-Quran (p: 274)
writes: “What a wali obscrves during kashf’
is not due to his personal achievement, itisa
blessing ofhis Prophet.”
Essay3:
Kashf and ilhdm
The best state of a person in this carthly
existence is his assiduity in worship: This is
the first stage in human bliss and is the very
purport of the versc. “You alone do we
worship”. Resoluteness in this state for a
span of time results in the manifestation of
Divine lights. But the recipient ascribes this
consistency, not to personal ability but
solely to His Favour. This is. the
intermediary stage of excellence and
illustrates the verse. “You alone do we ask
Sforhelp”.

As he advances along this path, it dawns
on him that the only source of guidance is
ALLAH and all lights, manifestations and
refulgence arc attained solely through Him
and this is the meaning of verse: “Show us
the straight path”. According to somc
Ulama, this prayer does not denote the final
goal unless coupled with the verse: “The
path of those whom You have favoured”,
which implies that a seeker aspiring for
guidance and manifestations has no
alternative but to follow an accomplished

Sheikh who would Icad him on correct
path and guard him against going astray.
(Tafsir-e Kabir, vol: I, p: 142) Accordingto
Imam Razi, only those persons arc blessed
with intrinsic manifestations who after
finding an accomplished Sheikh, and
providing that they are sincere in their
scarch, arc stcadfast and talented, are
clevated to high ranks by ALLAH.

Imam Ghazali obscrves:

Kashf is bestowed on a pious person,
who is steadfast in zikr. Picty is the gateway
to zikrand zikr the gateway to kash/.

(Ahya ul-Ulum, vol: 11) .

Says Sheikh Abdul Qadir Jilani, Ghauth
al-A'azam (the greatest of the Ghauth):

He who has strong faith and a firm belief
observes with the eyes of his heart all affairs
of the Hereafler, as revealed by ALLAH. He
observes the Paradise, the Hell, the Clarion
and the angel who holds it and the reality
inherentineverything,

(al-Fatah ar-Rabbani, address dated 18
Zilq'ad 545 A.H.)

The Ghauth al-A'azam has not simply
declared faith as a source of kashf, but a
strong faith and a firm belicf. Undoubtedly,
astrong faith cannot be attained without the
special favour of ALLAH.

Says Sheikh al-Islam:

The cftects of zikr, in the form of Divine
lights, ilham, kashf or karamah etc. are
helpful only if unsought for, and manifest
by themselves.

(Maktubat,no. 33, vol: XXX)

Here kashf is described as an effect of
zikr and those who do zikr are indeed
ALLAH'S choscn bondsmen,

Writes Imam Ghazali in his al-Mungiz
min-adh-Dhalal (p: 50):

“Manifestations and observation of
Divinity are cxperienced even in the initial
stages of the Path. Seckers, while wide
awake, obscrve the spirits of the Prophets
and the Angels, converse with them and

benefit from them.” ;
Continued to page 52
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of awordfrom Him..."” (3:45)

And when I inspired the disciples saying,
“Believe in Me and in My messenger...” (5:
111

72116’71 they found one of Our slaves, to
whom We had given mercy from Us, and had
taught him knowledge from Our Presence.
(18:65)

We said, “O Zul-Qarnain! Either punish
(them) or show kindness. " (18: 86)

Then We sent to her Our spirit (Jibril)
and it assumed for her the likeness of a
perfectman. (19:17)

And We inspired the mother of Musa™,
saying suckle him... (28:7)

Truly We gave Lukman wisdom saying,
“Givethanksto ALLAH." (31:12)

Tilka ashratun kamilah - (‘That is a
complete ten')

Note: The sciences, pertaining to kashf’
and ilhdm are proved from the Quran,
irrespective of the fact as to whether they
are categorical or Zanni, their existence as
such cannot be denied. Thercfore, a denial
would amount to rejection of the above
Quranic injunctions.

Question: Is it not [lm-¢ Ghaib
(knowledge of the Unseen) to discern what
is inanother person's heart through kash/?

Answer: This is known as Kashf-¢
Qulith. 1t is ncither the knowledge of the
Unseen, which is defined as limitless and
personal, nor acquired through any media.
The knowledge of the aulia is not personal
but is derived through kashfand ilham; it is
not eternal but created, not Hudhuri but
acquired. Ib'-e Qayyam, while discussing
kashfand ilhdm writes:

This is not the knowledge of the Unseen
but a knowledge which has been put by the
Knower of the Unseen into an enlightencd
heart; a heart free from wayward impulscs,
evil dispositions and superstitious
tendencies. These are moral ailments which
preclude a heart from perceiving realities.
(Kitab ar-Rith, p: 29)

Note: This proves that kashf is not ‘h.e
knowledge of the Unsecn, and that it is
bestowed upon those chosen few Who_se
hearts are pure and fully imbued with
Divine love. It has also been csmbhshcq that
these Realities are not disclosed to yogis and

non-believers [See Essay-3].

The Difference between Kashf and

Ilhim

Kashf and ilham c
entitics. According to Imam Rabbani, kashf

is ncarer to what is termed as §cnsat|on by
the logicians, while ilham is closer to
intuition. Probably ithdm is more accurate
than kashf becausc the latter is lifting of.the
veil from something, and the fomu_:r isa
direct inspiration onto the heart. (Faidh al-
Bari,vol:1,p: 19) .

Kashfand ilhém arc two forms of Divine
notification, and the latter is closer to
aceuracy.

are two scparate

The State of Barzakh

The period between death and
Resurrcction is called Barzakh. The
dwellers of Barzakh, i.c. the dead, are said
to be in a Barzakhi state. The affairs of the
terrestrial as well as the celestial world are
revealed to them. The Prophets experience
this revelation even in their earthly
existence; and so do the aulia, who have
cnlightened themsclves through the
refulgence of their Prophets.

For the aulia, the state between sleep and
consciousness is the statc of Barzakh. In the
case of Prophets, kashfor ilhdm sets in at the
time of revelation which is their state of
Barzakh. The aulia experience this state in
absorption as the rightful successors of the
Prophet™™. In both cases the terrestrial
connections are suspended for the time
being. This state of absorption is neither
consciousness nor sleep, but is the state of
Barzakh in which kashf or ilham is

received.
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 KASHF AND ILHAM

Translation of “Dalail us Suluk written by

* Hazrat Maulana Allah Yar Khan (RAU)

Conditions for Kashf

There are two prerequisites for kash/and
ilham:

1.One must be blessed with a
wholesome heart because such a heart is
endowed with inner perception, by which it
acquires intrinsic knowledge in the same
manner as it acquires extrinsic knowledge
with the help of sensory organs.

2. One must adhere to Shari'ah, intoto.

The first is a Divine bestowal, while the
second is a sclf acquisition. Anyonc
fulfilling these conditions will be blessed
with healthy ilh@m and spiritual inspirations
from ALLAH. On the contrary, a person
having corrupt belicfs, bearing unsound
conduct and -lacking in sincerity cannot
possibly deserve sucha blessing.

Whisper of the Soul and the Devil's
Inspiration

Surely! The devils do inspire their
minions. (6: 121)

Anumber of similar verses prove that the
devils also whisper into the human heart but
under specific circumstances:

Shall I inform you upon whom the devils
descend! They descend on every sinful and
Jalseone. (26:221-222)

This shows that the inspiration of the
devil is confined only to thosc who have
sunk deep into infidelity and heresy; the
myths attributed to yogis, pundits and other
non-believers, fall into this category.

The Criterion for the Veracity of Kashf
and Itham

D Just as the first condition
for kashf is bestowal in the form of a

>

Chapter XVIL

wholesome hcart, the criterion for its
veracity is also a bestowal, i.c. accurate
intuition. Like the human stomach, which
does not absorb a fly but vomits it out
instantly, a wholesome heart does not
accept the devil's inspiration; feels restless
and rejects itatonce.

o Every kashf and ilham
shall be judged in the light of the Quran and
the Sunnah, and in case of a disagreement it
shall stand rejected; otherwise, the recipient
should take itas emanating from ALLAH.

. The Shari'ah does not
necessarily go into detail. It just indicates,
what are positive (virtuous) and negative
(sinful) facets of life. And where it is silent,
cither aspect is possible. Therefore, kashf
and ilhdam, which confirm a negative or a
positive aspect will be reliable but where
negative appears as positive, or vice versa, it
will merit rejection.

Hence the denial of true kashf; ithdm and
Divine inspiration as sources for acquisition
of knowledge, amounts to the rejection of
age-old precepts of the Faith itself.

The Proofof Kashffrom the Qurin

And when the Angel said, “O Mary,
Surely ALLAH has chosen you and made
you pure, and has preferred you above (all)
thewomen of the world. " (2:32)

And when Saul set out with the army he
said, “Surely! ALLAH will try you by (the
ordeal of) ariver..." (2:249)

“(O Mary! Be obedient to the Rabb,
prostrate yourself and bow with those who
bow (inworship) " (3:43)

(And remember) when the Angel said, “O
Mary! Surely ALLAH gives you glad tidings
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The top most quality in deeds and character is justice
which when present brings the entire personality to a

periect balance. (Page No. 12)
Al-Sheikh Mulana Hazrat Ameer Muhammad Akram Awan MZA
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