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lieve! Enter completely into submission (unto HIM). A believer is being asked to bring

himself completely inside the cover of Islam. One may commit a mistake, that is a sepa-
rate issue. and for that he can always resort to repentance, and repentance means a sincere
resolve of not repeating that mistake again. It involves a sincere effort to abstain from
that mistake in the future; however if he repeats that mistake, repentance is the remedy
again. The Prophet®™ has instructed to recite /stighfar” which is repentance, and he™*"®
said that he ™" himself repeats it at least a hundred times every day.

So it is my humble request to all of you to concentrate on your reformation. My eminent
Shaikh™* used to say that his round the clock efforts were focused on the development of
a group of people who could be identified as ‘Muslims'. Their conduct, their speech, their
dealings with fellow beings and character should be so impeccable that anyone dealing
with them is forced to acknowledge that he is dealing with Muslims, and this is how
Muslims are. May Allah give us the capacity to achieve this, and please evaluate your-
selves constantly and reap the fruits of your hard work. As far as I am concerned it is my
duty to teach Allah’s zikr to all those who wish to learn, beyond this, it is his own respon-
sibility how he handles his affairs. It is between him and his Allah; I am always afraid of
my own follies, and fear that my duty is not affected. I try my best to teach each seeker
Allah’s zikr with full attention, and I have never tried to discriminate between any seeker,
or given any consideration to their social status, or tried to establish personal links with
anyone in hope of drawing some benefit .The Greatest Ruler is Allah Himself, and HE is
also the greatest Bestower, so there is no need for pinning hopes on anyone else.

May Allah accept your efforts; please assess yourself and your actions and try to abstain
from evil throughout your life. A true slave of Allah is the one who becomes the source
of salvation for others as well; who is not only himself delivered from the fire of Hell, but
becomes the source of delivering others from it. In the eyes of Allah the most preferred
person is the one who himself abstains from invoking Allah’s fury, and tries to save oth-
ers from it. Another misconception regarding the propagation of religion has developed
in us, whereby the propagator wants others to submit to his ideas or join his group. The
idea is not to conquer others; but to exert with heartfelt sincerity to pull them out of Al-
lah’s wrath, and bring them to HIS pleasure. This is a noble effort, and should be the mo-
tive behind all forms of religious effort, and is highly appreciated by Allah.
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recipient of all our future miseries or disease. Now this is what their religion 1s based on;
whereas Islam teaches us the spirit to sacrifice our own comforts in order to alleviate the
sufferings of others. Now these are two opposite ideologies: one says gather all your mis-
fortune and miseries and throw it on someone else; the other says share the burden of
others” sufferings. So these are two religions, poles apart from one another, as distinct
from one another as day is from night. Thus the negative thoughts that someone has in-
voked disease or misfortune upon you, or has taken away your son from you, will actu-
ally denote that Allah’s system is so weak that whosoever wants may interfere in it and
affect the lives of others. Whereas Allah had made this declaration to Satan. “Lo/ My
Jaithful bondsmen-over them thou hast no power" (17:65), so who can be a greater evil
force than the Satan himself? And this strength of HIS faithful servants was announced
by HIM on the very first day: and those who would choose to abandon their Lord. then
HE would also leave them to Satan.

If we hold this belief that Allah is always there, then there is nothing to be afraid of, no-
body can harm us. Twice each day we meditate after zikr over the verses "And HE is with
you where so ever you maybe" (37:4), and “WE are nearer to him than his Jugular vein’
(50:16) which tells us that HE is within our hearts, more closer to us than even our own
selves, and yet we harbor such un-Islamic ideas that HE is helpless and the sorcerers are
running the show. Doing Allah’s Zikr does not mean that it will make you a saint or the
proprietor of Jannah, or that people should gather around you now; rather the output of
Zikr is that your precepts and ideology is corrected. Once this is done only then can the
actions be right, otherwise without this clarity in precepts any act of piety done inciden-
tally will also be rejected, as the basis of action is the intention and consideration that
propelled the action. '

So it is my request that we must concentrate on self-analysis, rather than being inquisitive
about others. Unfortunately we have gotten into this habit of peeping into the lives of
others, what they are doing, how they are doing? We must investigate our own selves the
most; we must critically evaluate what we did throughout the day, how we spent our
night? It must be pondered over whether our thoughts through the day were positive or
negative. This constant screening is extremely vital for reformation; otherwise the entire
life will go waste. Hadhrat Umer™" said that one must evaluate himself constantly, be-
fore the time comes when he is evaluated. However if we are not reformed even after do-
ing Allah’s zikr, then there is no other remedy available for us, as Allah’s zikr is the ulti-
mate cure. It is what we call in medical terminology as the "Life Saving Drug’, beyond
which there is no medicine. The goal is not to become a saint, but to transform into a hu-
man being and to at least expel Satan’s shareholding in our lives. And the one who suc-
ceeds in becoming human achieves all the excellence and honor which is destined only
for a human being. He will thus be awarded Allah’s nearness, he will be accepted in the
Prophet’s™"* court and will be spared the embarrassment on the Day of Judgment, and
Allah will also protect him against any humiliation in this world as well.

This verse is addressing the believers, not the people in general or the infidels, but the be-
lievers who recite the Kalimah, worship Allah, asserting that mere belief is not enough,
nor is the observation of certain ritual worships. Rather it is desired that "0 ye who be-

(= > @ 200707 |




The Quran says “as for man, whenever his Lord (rieth him by honoring him, and is gra-
cious unto him, he saith: My Lord honoureth me’. So this is one form of trial whereby
man is showered with affluence and bounties. Then it is said” HE trieth him by straiten-
ing his means of life, he saith: My Lord despiseth me. (89:15,16) so when man experi-
ences a decline in his fortunes, his power, authority, esteem, it is seen by Allah whether
he trusts HIM through such misfortune or gives in to despair. Allah knows exactly what
he will do, HE does not try us to find out how we will react; rather HE tries us to make us
aware of our own deeds. On the Day of Judgment when we will stand before HIM, HE
will show us our Record of Deeds and point out where we had relied on HIM. and where
we had lost hope in HIM.

I honestly feel that it is a shortcoming on my part as a mentor, that students of this Path,
after spending so many years in Zikr Allah, cannot even purify their thoughts of such un-
godly ideas. At least we must be able to discern the ideology held by a non believer from
that of a believer. If we cannot even segregate our thoughts, then how can we possibly
prove our individuality as Muslims? A Muslim is a unique person in his surrounding; he
can be identified wherever he maybe. He has no authority of his own; rather he is under
the rule of his Allah. and HIS Prophet****. Whatever he is commanded to do, he simply
complies; whereas the infidel world lives according to its whims. doing whatever pleases
them. They will be answerable for their own conduct, while a believer will be account-
able for his. So making the situation clearer the Quran addresses the believers to enter
into Islam completely, from belief to conduct. It is not acceptable that after entering into
Islam they lead a life characteristic of the infidels; think similarly. Nor is it acceptable
that a believer claims that he has embraced the Faith and at the same time takes interest;
or is also guilty of lewdness, embezzlement and vices! What kind of an Islam is this?
This simply indicates that even after embracing the Faith a believer is toeing the footsteps
of the devil, and the Ayah continues to say "And follow not the footsteps of the devil " it
does not befit a believer after having entered into the fold of Islam to follow the foot-
prints or lines marked by the devil. He must appreciate that for his guidance there are the
noble footsteps of the Beloved Prophet™"*, so after becoming a believer he must try to
pursue them. A believer should evaluate his thoughts, his conduct in the light of the
Quran, he should weigh his precepts, and himself in the scale presented by the Quran, and
Hadith.

So it is sad that some seekers after spending such a long time in Zikr are still clinging to
the ideology held by a Hindu; some lament that their son’s livelihood has been blocked
by a magic spell etc. I would like to ask them a question, why is it that the infidels living
in Europe and America never face such a blockade? This ideology is held only in India,
no where else in the world, and in India too only because of the Hindus, as this is what
their religion is based on. I was in Dubai on a visit, and my hosts had arranged a car for
me with a Hindu driver. One day he didn’t show up at appointed time; so when he came [
asked him why he was late. He said that they observed a very important ritual on that day
and it came only once a year, so he had to be late. I asked him as to how they observe that
day, and he told me that they perform certain rituals of worship before their idols, 1gnite
small lamps and then knead a small ball of flour and drop that ball somewhere on the
road. I asked what good it would do. He said anybody stepping on it would become the
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ENTER ISLAM IN ENTIRETY

Translated Speech of
His Eminence Ameer Muhammad Akram Awan
Shaikh Silsilah Nagshbandiah Owaisiah
Novembeér 2006

In the Name of ALLAH, the Beneficient, the Merciful ]
'O you who believe! Enter completely into submission (unto HIM); and follow not the
Jootsteps of the devil. Lo! He is an open enemy for you. (2:208)

This is ALLAH's Command, and strangely it is addressed to those who believe in HIM.
Allah is the Creator of man, as well as of his thoughts, capabilities and aspirations, and
HE has given man the right to make a choice: * Lo/ WE have Shown him the way, whether
he is grateful or disbelieving. (76:3)

Man has been given the power to choose whether he wants to be grateful to his Creator,
or not. The human psyche which works behind this authority is well known to ALLAH.

It is often professed wrongfully that this world is something to be despised, or is hateful;
but it is not true. The truth is that this world is a beautiful place; it is full of pleasures and
charm for the human disposition, so much so that for its love man abandons his Creator.
Had this been worthless or despicable or without any pleasures then why would a man
prefer it over the pleasures of Allah’s nearness? This world is also HIS creation and HE
has made it with such perfection that it has become a trial for man. It must be remem-
bered that our deeds rest on the precepts and beliefs we hold. Even if our deeds are little
in quantity, but are based on the correct precepts then these are surely valued. However if
the precepts are not correct then nothing is accepted, no matter how much we do. Our
tragedy is that we have spent 1500 years with Hindus in the sub-continent which even
witnessed the rule of such Muslim emperors who strived for Hindu-Muslim unity and in
the process made amendments to Islam, interpolating it with ungodly precepts. Akbar the
Moghul emperor ruled the sub-continent for 50 years, and he was the greatest champiopn -
of this cause, and even married a Hindu lady to promote this unity. His son Jahangir was
the son of his Hindu wife. Thus marriages amongst Hindus and Muslims caused an in-
termingling of ideas, and as a result we adopted most of their concepts. For instance I re-
ceive a lot of letters saying that their provisions have been blocked by some evil spell,
now this cannot be the ideology held by a believer, it has certainly come from the Hindus,
A Muslim believes simply in the fact that Allah is the Provider (Raaziq), and what HE
disburses cannot be intercepted by anyone, nor can anyone grab something that JF has
decided not to give. Life is an ongoing process featured with upheavals programmed by
HIS Will, by which HE tests HIS mankind; sometimes through might and power, or else
with weakness and despair. At times they are victorious, and at times vanquished, but the
test 1s whether they can remain steadfast in their trust on Allah through both; whether
they remember Allah in affluence alone, or remain firm in their reliance upon HIM even
in destitution? *
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