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In our college because we all
stand in the same circumstances and
we are all at the same stage of
ilening. We have organized for our
selves sessions in which an outside
speaker comes in from different
religious organizations or simply
people that we know. Every week we
have a theme that we discuss. In the
meeting we can ask questions as well
as put our own points forward.

As well as the Islamic meetings we
also celebrate Eid Milad Un Nabi. This
is celebralced by people reading
nasheeds and the programme is
started off by recitation from the
‘Quran, after this translation in Urdu
and English is read. This is an all
woman’s programme that is organized
by the teachers and the students. For
this we get an audience of 200 and the
numbers keep rising every year. In fact
we got non-muslims coming to these

celebrations too. This shows that
people do want to learn.and'it is't only
young people who are interested.

In Ramadan we are most active in

cur religious ‘education. -We organize
rooms for prayers and we also, give
faciities for wozu and reciting the
- Quran. People use these facilities well. .

ane §

| am groud to say that this year
three sisters learned to read the
Namaz because of the opportunity that
they were >given at the college. They
came regularly to prayers and have
started to read at home. .

One thing that struck me about
parents here in Britain is that they send
their children up to the ages of 13 to
local Islamic schools after the normal
day time schooling. The Islamic
schools are run by elders of the
community. Although there is a small
fees of one pound to pay, which is
equivalent to 50 rupees.

This year there was another
aspect the sisters achieved religion
wise at our college. This was wearing
the Hijab, 98% sisters wore the Hijab in
the month of Ramadan and 85%
decided to keep on wearing it after
Ramadan. This was big a step for most
sisters because of the backgrounds
that they come from but if is a step that
they are all proud of. | have also to
know from my brother that is not only
sisters that, are playing an important
part in achieving something religion
wise. Brothers here are also active in
doing something for themselves. | was
very ;pleaseg to hear that brothers

v 2




have organized Jumma prayers on the
premises of their high school. As well
as this the more important prayers are
read at a local mosque near the
college.

One last point that | would like 10
make is people in Pakistan, as sister
Sadaf stated in her article, who think
that not fasting in the month of
Ramadan is fashion and people who
use ‘words like BACKWARD and
-FUNDAMENTALISM of brothers and

xnowledge on Islam need some

serious HELP and | pray to Allah that

these people change before their time
7

is up.

Finally | would urge brothers and
sisters all over the world to write about
uation that they aré in as young

the sit
Muslims ~ and what should be
improved. May be in this way we will all

take one step further in reaching the
noble ‘stage that was designed by the
Almighty, the Divine and sotcmn stage

sisters who express their valuable of Al Jannah.
.. Amegn.
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| ~ YOUNG BRITISH

; MUSLIMS, TODAY

| am writing this article backing up
sister Sadaf Akram, who wrote in June
ediion of "AL  MURSHED". |
sympathise with sister Sadaf for having
to suffer in her own country. | wish the
power in me to do something about
this extremely serious matter.

| am worried about my country. A

country that | was born in 17 years
ago. a country that is withering away.
A country that was once made in the
name of Islam. Pakistan is a country
that us young people should lock up
to. A country that should act like a real
model to us. Islam should dominate
every - person’s - life - there - but
unfortunately that is not so.

I will now talk about the position
that | am as a young British Muslim. a
person with ambitions in life and a
“inse of right and wrong. | am not
saying that | am a perfect Muslim. |

AL U’/ I

NP e -

By: JOWERIA ZAHID
BRADFORD, ENGLAND

hope | can nearly reach this noble
stage in this life.

| would say that the situation here
in not as bad as it seems in Pakistan.

.Young people here have an immense.

and sound knowledge about Islam and
if they don’t then they try to find out as

_ much as they can or as it is possible.

The only drawbacks here of young
people are actually acting on the.
knowledge that they passess.

Some people may argue and say
that we are facing the same problem
here in Pakistan but | don't think that
the above statement is true. | feel that
there is a lot of difference in people
living here and people in Pakistan who
presumably call themselves Muslims.
Young people here who possess
religious knowledge like to share with
others who are equally eager to learn
from each other.
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