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also trust your Sheikh. He will never lie to
you for projecting his own eminence; and
if he does that then he is not a Sheikh, but
an imposter, a crook and a seeker of
mundane goals. If this is the case then
stay away from such a person, as he is
himself wayward and will lead you astray.
So, keep this in mind and fully participate
in all the fronts of life and prove that you
are a person of integrity and class. This
indeed is the real task to be done. Those
who dedicated themselves to the path of
Taswwuf and forgot about the world,
were also very fortunate people but they
only carried out half of the task. To
maintain the system, by which the world
is governed, is also a plan of Allah (SWT)
and it is our duty to keep it going as per
Allah's commands. Comprehensive
targets were achieved by those who
managed their worldly affairs according
tothe ways prescribed by Allah (SWT) and
also kept a diligent attention on matters
pertaining to their Hereafter. Those who
ignored the Hereafter and got totally
engrossed in this world, were worse than
those who ignored the world and focused
only on the Hereafter. Though, the latter,
too, had achieved half of the goals. The
complete mission was accomplished only
by those, who had lived a life with an eye
on the Hereafter. We find such examples
in the history of the sub-continent, in
which there were men who ruled he sub-

continent and spent their nights in Zikr’

and worship. They made their place in
Taswwuf as well as upheld justice in this
world. They fought wars against
oppression and gave justice to the people
and yet they spent their nights in
supplication. You must all try to keep vigil
over all matters of the Order, pay
attention to them, instead of somebody
having to remind you, every month.

Be happy to know that your Order is
only Order in the world that is actj,q i
the field of spiritual progress. There a,n
people in other orders, too, but the king
of work being done by this Order, and the
strength with which it is making 5
difference, is one of its kind. There are
parallels to itin the entire world and this
indeed is a gift from Allah (swy)
However, as | mentioned earlier, there s
cause behind everything, so your harg
work has been accepted, as the cayse
behind these achievements. Now, If Allah
(SWT) forbid, you show slackness in yoyr
efforts, then it will reflect over the entire
world and all the efforts being carried
out, globally, for Islam, will also diminish.
Unfortunately, we will be responsible for
this decline; so every one of you must put
in his/her efforts and do as much as
he/she can. Remember this path is
endless and is laden with innumerable
treasures, so do not settle for less, rather
keep going on. This is attainable only,
while we are still alive, as death will bring
it to a halt. There were so many fellow
seekers present at last month's
congregation, but are no longer with us,
this month. Who knows, who will depart
before the next congregation, from
amongst us. Hence, we must make the
best of the time that is available to usand
participate in all the activities of the
Order. Every participant will receive
his/her reward, for contribution into the
various activities of propagation, carried
-out by the centre, such as its publications,
monthly Al Murshed and other books. S0,
please do not lag behind and be active, in
all spheres of activity of the Order. May
Allah (SWT) grant you the capacity to
work hard and grant it acceptance.

(THE END)
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could. It was all by Allah's granted
capacity. In the cold winter nights, | would
get up at 2 AM, and do Zikr on Lataif, till
Fajr at 6 AM. This was over and above the
Zikr done earlier at night. | am only telling
to encourage you and invite you towards
this effort; not to make myself as
someone eminent. So please note that
for Taswwuf the first prerequisite is to
strive strenuously in this cause, and then
it should be only taken to attain the
Pleasure of Almighty Allah. If someone
stands all night in water and repeats
some verses, with the aim of acquiring
fame and wealth or to subjugate jinn or to
become known as a pious man, then such
exercises do not fit in the word “G..s".
When the entire exercise or striving is
purely aimed at seeking Allah's Nearness
and Pleasure, then Allah (SWT) says that
He opens up many avenues that lead to
Him (SWT). Itis nota single path but there
are multiple paths that facilitate their
journey. So, the basic requisite is hard
work and as Allah (SWT) blesses the
seeker with spiritual elevations, more
hard work becomes imperative to
maintain that status. If more progress is
desired then one has to put in more
efforts to qualify for the next round.
Our misfortune is that when we attain a
few meditations, then we think that it is
enough, so we do not need to work hard
or progress further. This is not the right
attitude as we must realize that the
journey on this path is endless, and it is
" only while we are alive that we can attain
new stations and heights. Once we die
our respite to act will be over and thus no
further progress is attainable. Listen very
carefully and bear in mind that you must

53 3
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strive in this path with as much effort as
Yyou can possibly make. A person whose
Lataif (subtleties) become illuminated, he
can rest assured that his ten trillion body
cells, say Allah Allah every moment, and
ten trillion times his body remembers
Allah (SWT) in a single moment. Today,
wearelivinginan era, | feel, that a person
who can hold on to the correct set of
beliefs and faith, .is indeed a WaliAllah, a
Saint. In the past people had to face
difficulty in correcting their actions but
now it has become difficult to protect
one's faith and be steadfast on the right
beliefs. The Exalted Saints are also very
rarely found and then there are two
aspects of their capability; one is to be
able to receive the Beneficence from a
Sheikh and for this, too, a special capacity
to absorb the Beneficenceis required.
The capacity to absorb Beneficence is
purely from Allah (SWT), by His (SWT) Will
and is gifted upon those who are striving
hardin His pursuit. The second part of this
is most difficult; itis to be able to transfer
or pass on the Beneficence to the hearts
of the seekers. In the past there have
been many accomplished saints, who
attained a lot of Beneficence and
Excellence, but could not pass it on to
others. This again is a special Divine Favor,
bestowed upon some saints, from Allah
(SWT), and it must be understood that
such periods of spiritual Glory do not -
remain forever like every thing else.
Hence it is my utmost request to put in
your best efforts, with sincerity and hope,
for the best results from Allah (SWT). He
(SWT) will never let you down.

When it comes to your relationship with
your Sheikh, it demands that you should
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STRIVING IN ALLAH(SWT)'S CAUSE

Translated Speech of

Hazrat Ameer Muhammad Akram Awan MZA

This world is called “¢;” which literally
means something near or tangible: It
stems from the word “t»” which means
gettingvery, very close. Since this world is
in our view, whatever we do good or bad,
we see the result immediately; so we
work very hard and employ all possible
resources to achieve our goals. Though
we get only what has been predestined;
this entire effort therefore becomes an
act of obedience and worship. Allah
(SWT) has commanded us to believe in
the Hereafter and put in our best efforts,
in its attainment. However, we cannot
see the Hereafter, because it is hidden,
but every believer is seeing it through his
Prophet (SAWS) Noble eyes. Now, itis up
to the believer to evaluate his
relationship with those Noble eyes
(SAWS). To establish this link, to cleanse
the eyes of our hearts, we will have to
strive hard. If you see the life history of
accomplished saints, we see that each
one of them worshiped beyond their
endurance, because they were the
people who knew the value of the
Hereafter.
When Hazrat Maulana Allah Yar Khan
(RUA) completed his education, his
opinion about the concept of life after
death, was different. His opinion was

Continued...

Bayan: 7th April 2013

The deniers say that there is no life of
Barzakh, andithas nothing to do with this
life. So, Hazrat (RUA), also somewhat held
similar views, when he returned from his
institution of learning. When he (RUA)
met his Sheikh and accepted the
teachings, he (RUA) sat at his Sheikh's
doorstep for sixteen years and engaged
himself in Zikr, round the clock. Hazrat
(RUA) used to visit his home for a month
only during the season, collected the
land's harvest and gave the provisions to
his family. He would then return to his
Sheikh's audience. This remained his
routine for sixteenyears.

Inthe beginning, Hazrat (RUA) would take
all his disciples, every year, to his Sheikh
Hazrat Allah Din Madni (RUA)'s grave and
only he (RUA) would conduct the Spiritual
Oath. When | was blessed with the
Spiritual Oath (==db.), it was conducted
by Hazrat Allah Din Madni himself. Then,
till the last days of Hazrat Allah Yar Khan
(RUA)'s life, all of us who attended his
noble company can recall that we never
heard any discussion apart from Deen,
Tasawwuf, striving in this path and Zikr.
Hazrat (RUA), himself trained all his
disciples, conducted Zikr, and taught
these subtleties, personally. Later, when
Allah (SWT) confessed this capacity upon
me, | tried my level best to strivé hard as!
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Infact, a similitude for all organs of the
Rith can be found in the physical body.
And the reality of the Rith has been left
vague by Divine Will. No details have
been given. (Tulfa tul-Qari Sharah al-
Bukhari,v:44,p:2)
This indicates that the outward
appearance of the Rith coincides exactly
with the appearance of its host body.
Barzakh is also termed as the minor
Doomsday where the Rith remains alive;
and the Hereafter is the major Doomsday,
about which the Quran says:
Verily, the Home of the Hereafler,
thatis the life indeed. (21: 64)
Obviously, in comparison to this
terrestrial life, the Hercafter is the most
complete and comprehensive life. Death
and extinction is the lot of this globe and
all that lies within, but the life in the
Hereafter is eternal. Therefore, all that lies
inthe eternal abode, whether in partorasa
whole shall not experience death. When
there is requital for the Rih, then it is
evident that it is alive, because there is not
requital for the extinct. That is why the
Rih sees, hears and speaks; in fact, all its
faculties attain the level of excellence in
the Hereafter. When the Ril cnters a
body, the characteristics of the body viz.
childhood, youth and old age become
evident. Similarly, the limitation of
human intellect and understanding during
childhood, and its gradual improvement
with the age also become visible. All these
are characteristics of the physical body,
whereas the Rith is blessed with intellect,
maturity and wisdom right from the
moment of its creation. Had this not been
true, then it could not have replied, “Yes”
to the Divine question, “Am I not your
Rabb?” To hear, understand, and reply a
question is a proof of Rih's wisdom and

maturity.
When a Riith is associated to a body, its
connection with that body is permanent in
nature. It is then blessed with the organs of
the body. The body is entrusted with
certain powers and faculties; some of
which are sensory, others abstract. While
in the body, the Rith derives knowledge
through the facultics of the body. The
sensory perceptions of a body are
clementary at birth; and since the Rih is
made subscrvient to it in worldly life, thus
with the development of the body,
corresponding increase in these physical
capabilitics can be observed. Had the Rith
not been made subscrvient to the body
here, then every person would have
become accountable right from birth
becausc of the Rizh having been created
wise and mature. But because of its
association with the body, a certain age
has been transfixed for accountability.
This is known as the age of puberty.
When a person passes away from this
world, the Rith is separated from the body
and becomes independent. Here many
people erred and tried to prove the
existence of Rith possible only as a similar
body in Barzakh. This amounts to the
denial of Rith's independent existence.
This belief is untenable. The Ahl-e
Sunnah unanimously believe that the Riih
exists on its own in Barzakh, and the body
is subservient to it. The body created out
of clay is blessed with life only because of
Riih. . .
Shah Abdul Aziz writes:
Rith gives movement to the body,
while it gets its own life and
movement from Divine lights. My
dear fellow, it is not possible to
comprehend this completely.



Riih is against the Book, the Hadith and
the creed of righteous precursors.
Whosoever believes in an illusion has
gone astray. May ALLAH guide him!
The Rih is from the Realm of
Command :
Now the question arises: How was the
Rith created? Writes Imam Razi:
The origin of the Riif is from the
Rabb of the Tremendous Throne
(the Command of my Rabb), while
the human body originates from
clay. The Creator ordained love
between the two to enable them to
accept commands and the
tribulations of the worldly life. So
the Rith is a 'foreigner' and the body
a 'native'. Thercfore, be mindful of
your responsibilities towards this
stranger. (Tafsir-e Kabir)
Whatis the Realm of Command
Imam Ghazali, onc of the greatest masters
of sifi thought, discussing thc Realm of
Command and the created world
concludes that between these two, the
Tremendous Throne ('Arsh') is the barrier.
The Realm of Command is among
the things that exist but is beyond
the reach of experience and
imagination. Being boundless and
devoid of all matter, it cannot be
measured in terms of time and
space. (Risala-eRiih)
What Else is Identified with the Realm
of Command
The author of the famous Tafsir-e Mazhari
(vol: XIV, p: 407) writes in the
explanation of the verse, “Truly His is all
the Creation and Command.”
The learned séfis define the Realm
of Creation and the Realm of
Command thus: The former

comprises the Tremendous Thl’on;
(‘Arsh), things thereunder and whateve, i
in them, and in between the heavens 4,
the earth. It comprises the fogr elements,
fire, water, airand clay; a.nrji thmgs Createg
there from, i.e. souls in living beings, ang
in plants and minc.rals. These souls are
subtle bodics which are ﬂowmg in
physical bodies, all belonging to the
croated world. The Realm of 'Command
comprises incorporea.l beings, i.e,
Lataif—Qalb, Riih, Sirri, Khaffi and the
Akhfa, all above the Tremcnd.ous Throne,
These souls flow in human beings, Angels
and devils just as the rays of the sun flow
onto a mirror. These Lataif are attributed
to the Realm of Command because they
have not been created from any matter
instead through His direct Command.
Writes Baghavi, quoting Sufyan bin
Ayaina that the crcated world and the
Realm of Command are two scparate
entitics, whosoever considers them as one
isaninfidel.

Note: This discussion shows that the Riih
and other Lataifnamed above are from the
Realm of Command, not created from any
matter. The Realm of Command is also
known as the Realm of Wonder or the
Realm of Infinity.

The Form of Rith

The human body is a material entity; its
shape, physique and the organs can be
seen by our physical eyes. But the
question arises as to how the human Rith
looks like? Or is it just an abstract
element? This has been discussed in al-
Bukhari in the following words:

In conformity to the physical
appearance of a human body, the
Rith too has a subtle appearance. It
also has eyes, ears and limbs.
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An Objective Appraisal
of The Sublime Path

Translation of “Dalail us Suluk” written by
Hazrat Maulana Allah Yar Khan (RAU)

Now a glimpsc ofthe other rejected view:
Hadhrat Anwar Shah Kashmiri has
reproduced this view in his Urf-e Shuzi (p:
10-11). It is traccable to the philosophers
and the theologians or stifis, who
subscribed to this view, were directly
influenced by them. These narrow

philosophers say that the Rah is
independent.

The assertion that the Rith exists by
itself has been made by Zada,
Allama Halimi, Tmam Ghazali,
Imam Ragheb, Abu Zaid Dabosi
Hanafi and of M'amer from the old
Mu'tazilah (non-conformists) and
all the modern Shi'ites, a number of
siifis also hold this view. To them
the Rith is an abstract element, it is
neither included nor excluded from
the body, and its connection with
the body is like that of the Creator
with the universe. They hold that
the Riti is immortal, and contingent
in time. Ibn-c Qayyim has refuted
this view so thoroughly with cogent
reasons that no further rebuttal is
required. (Réh al-Ma'ani, p: 24 &
53;and Urf-e Shuzi,p: 11)
The above extract shows that the rejected
view is shared by men from Shaifai,
Hanafi, Mu'tazilah and Shi'ites schools of
thought; all brow-beaten by the
philosophers. The former and the right

Continued....
RUH (The Spirit)
Chapter-V

view is held by a large group of silfis of
deep enlightenment and a vast majority of
the Muslim theologians, in particular, by
the great rightcous of old. In fine, the Rith
is a body, subtle, rcfulgent, looking
exactly like the physical body which bears
it. After departing the physical body, it
does not neced any identical body. Life
connotes perception, motion, sight,
hearing, speech and the presence of all
corporeal potentialities both inward and
outward. The Rah gives life to the
physical body and needs material
appendages to deal with the materialist
aftairs. It does not owe its existence to the
physical body; on the contrary, it animates
it. While in Barzakh, it cannot make itself
heard in the material world. That is why it
cannot be heard or seen; though by itself it
articulates and hears; though it lives and
subsists by itself.
It has been proved carlier that it has the
same form as the physical body that bears
it. The Rith by itself is a subtle body like
the Angels, hearts of the Prophets (AS)
and the aulia. It does not need material
means to sce or hear or make itself heard
by other subtle bodies. The question of its
likeness in Barzakh, therefore, does not
arise. That would mean that another body
provides life to it; it cannot subsist by
itself, has no adjunct and is like a stone
(God forbid). In fine, to preconceive



Cfsondiesttpatys |
(129:;%25:(,.313:.54,.3,)UAK{) i

HazratUmme Ans (RAU) narrates that she asked the Prophcet |
(SAWS) to give her some advice. He (SAWS) said i ]
from sins as this is the best migration. Fulfill your !

this is the best Jehad. Do Zikr Allah, In abundan:

the most appreciated deed in Allah (SWT)'s Couirt {

The best of all and the most fortunate people are those who
cherish Nearness of Allah (SWT) as their poal; who strive |
whole heartedly to please Allah (SWT) and to seek His
Nearness. (Page:8)

Sheikh-ul-Mukaram Ameer Muhammad Akram Awan (MZA) y
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