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on the Day of Judgment the status of the
Prophet (SAWS) is rising, in exaltation.

In Jannah, the blessings offered
therein, will be enhanced in pleasure, tgy the
second. In other words there is no ultimate
station on the sublime spiritual path, as it 1s
an endless journey. A seeker of this sublime
Path is merely a small pebble, of this road.
This is the path which is traversed by
devoted obedience to the Last Messenger
(SAWS) of Allah (SWT). This path should
rightfully be made the goal of life; the
destination to be reached. When Quran
commands something, it becomes
obligatory for the believers. Quran says
“Draw near”;"Seek, Allah's Nearness”.
How will this be attained? Quran says,
“Prostrate”. Whatever you do in life, do it
with the intention of seeking Allah's
Pleasure and Nearness; with thc same
humility as you display when prostrating

. before Him (SWT). While laying down this

rule or mode for attaining Allah's Nearness,

a list of precautions, must be followed. A lot
ofnegligenceis oftendone in this regard.

Quran says “Have you

considered him who forbids A bondman of

Ours when he offers Salaat.” These verses
were revealed about Abu Jahal's attitude,
when he used to stop Prophet (SAWS) from
worshipping in Kaaba. Although revealed,
specifically, about Abu Jahal's conduct, the
application is in general. It suggests that we
must stay away from all those who try to
stop from Allah's obedicnce and from
obedience to Prophet (SAWS). The next
phrase says “Have you considered, if he is
himself guided.” We may have a flecting
thought that, he who is stopping us,. from
obedience, maybe, has something better to
offer or knows better. Allah (SWT) says that
if he was on the straight path, knowing
something better, then instcad of stopping
others from worship, he would himself have
comma_nded others, to obey Allah with
more sincerity and fervor. Hence it is not
correct to think that such a person has any
better option to offer. Had this person

L5

known any better, he would have sup
rather commﬂ“'dﬁd .g°°d.“°5.5 iﬂStEadned
prohibiting it. His actions indicate ﬂmhei,
void ofall goodness.
Quransays; “Haveyou considereq

if he denies and turns away? Does he noy
know that Allah sees?” It is wopy
pondering; why does a person stop others
from piety or himself resorts to evil? Jt is,
when he becomes heedless or is uncertain
about the fact that Allah (SWT) js
Omnipresent and Vigilant? May Allah
forgive us all; if we evaluate our characters
we also end up making a lot of mistakes and
committing sins. We must check ourselves
and realize that we are doing these sins in
Allah's (SWT) presence. We must make
sure that we focus only on our own
evaluation. We must realize that when we
commit sins, we do mnot feel Allah's
presence. We never indulge in such things,
in public, because we are aware of their
presence. If we feel that Allah (SWT) is
watching, would we commit those sins?
The basic reason of our disobedience has
been unveiled in this verse; the
heedlessness of His Omnipresence. We
must always remain conscious that
whatever we are doing, it is in His Presence.
This also suggests, the remedy; to stay in
constant remembrance of Allah (SWT),
thus being conscious of His constant
Presence. A constant remembrance of Allah
(SWT) will grant a cognizance of His
Greatness.

It must be remembered that this
world is the place of actions. Every
individual is free to act within a certain
limit. When actions are done beyond the
limits, Divine punishments are decreed
upon, as Abu Jahl was killed in humiliation,
by two youngsters in the battle of Badar and
dumped in a well. Quran says that if people
do not give up the evil practice O
preventing others from good deeds and
creating hurdles in the path of piety, then
such miscreants will be seized, in great

Continue To Page No. 5.«
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such a manner as if you are constantly in a
state of Prostration, before Allah (SWT). In
other words, Quran is suggesting that you
must strive with purity of intention and
devotion, in pursuit of Allah's Nearness.

How much Nearness can we attain?
There is no limit to this attainment. There is
no such station that can be deemed as the
ultimate station, for Allah (SWT), beyond
which there is nothing. Certainly, there s no
such point and thc jourmey to Allah's
Nearness, is endless. Amongst mankind the
most exalted are the Prophets (AS).
Prophet .Muhammad (SAWS), the Last
Messenger of Allah, is the Leader of all the
Prophets (AS) and Messengers (AS) of
Allah (SWT). The spiritual stations or ranks
attained by him (SAWS) arc cither known to
him (SAWS) or to his Provider (SWT).
Nobody can have knowledge of his (SAWS)
exaltation. There is a limit to our knowledge
and we can only know what is within our
accesses. There is also a limit to our
powers, to comprehend. Something that is
far beyond our knowledge, too exalted,
cannot be comprehended since Prophet
(SAWS) is the Leader of all Prophets (AS)
and Messengers (AS) of Allah (SWT).
When even the Prophets (AS) and
Messengers (AS) cannot comprehend the
extent of spiritual exaltation and the ranks
enjoyed by him (SAWS), letalonc, those be
comprehended by ordinary people.
However, in spite of all cxaltations, the
Prophet (SAWS) is being further blessed,
by more elevations, in Allah's Nearness.
Quran says“Seck Neamness”; so Prophet
(SAWS) was attaining Nearness, each
moment of his blessed life and his ranks
soared, constantly. When Prophet (SAWS)
passed away and got stationed in Barzakh;
the legacy he (SAWS) left behind, his
(SAWS) teachings, his (SAWS) ways of
life, are being followed, ever since, by his
(SAWS) followers all over the world.
Today, if we take a look at the world
map we will discover that there is not a

single moment that goes by, without even

Adhaan (call for Salat), across the globe.

Somewhere it is time for Fajr (moming

prayers) and the Adhaan for Fajr, is being
called out. As it is over, the next call for
Dhuhr (noon prayers) begins at some other
place. So on and so forth, butnot a moment
gocs by, without it. Thus, there is never a
time across the globe when Allah's servants,
are not prostrating before Him (S.WT)‘ The
Universe receives all the Blessings only,
because of the Noble Messenger (S_AWS) qf
Allah (SWT). Since the annunciation of his
prophet hood all the goodness done py the
mankind, till the last day, will be attributed
to his (SAWS) teachings. Hence, w}leneyer
someonc docs an act of piety with sincerity,
the Prophet (SAWS) is also rewarded by
Allah (SWT), along with the doer.

Can we imagine the extent of
worshipping being done across the globe by
the believers? This in other words, suggests
that nobody can even imagine the
exaltations being granted to the Prophet
(SAWS), each moment. This is known to
Allah (SWT) or to his Beloved (SAWS). A
saying of the Prophet (SAWS), explains this
very well. It is said that on the Day of
Judgment when mankind will be gathered
for reckoning and the day will be too long,
people will approach Prophet Adam (AS).
They will ask him (AS), to request Allah
(SWT) that the process of accountability be
started, as it is too difficult to stand for so
long. He (AS) will excusc himself, upon
which the people will approach all the
Messengers of Exalted Resolve (AS) and
present the same plea. All of the Exalted
Messengers (AS) will excuse themselves
from making this request, in the Divine
Court. In the end Prophet Muhammad

(SAWS) will be approached to make this

request before the Allah (SWT). Prophet
(SAWS) says:”I will prostrate before Allah
(SWT) and new words will be taught to me,

which I had not known before. I will then
supplicate, with those words and® the

2l

process of accountability will
(Summary of Hadith) This:
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- Translated Speech of - -

Inthe name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the
Most Merciful.

Well, you see him who forbids bondman of
Ours when he offers prayer. Well you see, if
he would have been on guidance, or he
would have commanded piety, what good
thing it had been. Well you see, if he belied
and turned back, then what would be his
condition. Did he know that Allah is seeing?
Yes, if he desisted not, We will assuredly
drag him by catching his forelock hairs;
Jorelock of what type, lying, sinful. Now let
me call his association. Just now We call
our guards." Yes, hear him not and prostate
anddraw near to Us.

Every individual strives till his last
breath, to achieve the goals, he sets in life.
He works hard for their attainment, all
along. However, cach individual sets his
own targets and decides his destination. The
rules and means of achieving the different
goals vary and also the kind of hard work
that is to be put in. Anyone who aspires to
become an engineer, has to work hard,
whereas if he desires to become a doctor
then he must study specific subjects and
strive accordingly.  Those aspiring to
become politicians or millionaires will need
different types of efforts, respectively. In
any case, each individual has some motive
or goal in mind, for which he strives hard.
Blessed and extremely fortunate are those,
who make etemnal success, their target, in
this life. It is a strange phenomenon. When
we fix worldly gains, such as power or
wealth as our goals, we end up

'NEARNESS TO ALLAH (SWT)

d Akram Awan MZA E

compromising, on our Hercafter. On the
contrary, when we set eternal success as our
goal it also makes us successful, in the
worldly life. :
On the Day of Judgment and in the
Hereafter the most exalted, the most
fortunate people will be the ones, who had
aimed for cternal success in life. They are
those, who had put their entire efforts in
pursuit of Allah's (SWT) Pleasure and
Nearness. To achieve this target, Allah
(SWT) has laid down three rules. The first
rule, being the most important, has been
emphasized the most and ironically, it is
also the one which is generally paid less
heed by seekers of Allah's Nearness. This
essential rule is, to abstain from Allah's-
(SWT) disobedicnce, as well as, the
company of the disobedient lot. This rule is
often ignored. The excuse given is that we
have to live amongst others and cannot
alicnate ourselves, from the society. The
second rule is to “Prostate”. This is the
highest and the most exalted state of
obedience and worship. It is also a state of
being nearest to Allah (SWT). All acts of
piety are worship and abiding by the Sunnah
of Prophet (SAWS), is also worship. When
we stand before Allah (SWT) in Salat
(prayers), with purity of intention, ouf
Rakooh (bowing down) is superior {0
Qiyam (standing) and our Prostration
(Sajdah) is superior to Rakooh. Hence, the
closest we can get to Allah (SWT), is in the
state of Prostration (Sajdah). Quran 585
“Prostrate”, It means, to live your life I
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Surely, you have by day a chain of
business. (73: 7)

Moreover, there arc some occasions
when oral zik» is not possible (c.g. during
meals', sleep, or conversation); yet in some,
oral zikr is prohibited (c.g. while Answering
the call gf“pature); on such occasions the
Prophet™™ probably adopted Zikr-e Qalbi.

The Prophet™*™ Graded Zikr
Superior to all Worship

Abu Saeed Khudri records his

conversation with the Prophet™"

“I asked him what type of worship

would be held in the highest esteem

on the Day of Judgement?” He™*

replied, “Thosc who constantly

remember ALLAH will be the most

esteemed ones.” I sought a

clarification whether they would

also surpass the one who strives in
the way of ALLAH. The Prophet ™™
replied, “If the said striver wiclds his
sword against infidels till it breaks
and is himself besmeared with
blood, even then those who
remember ALLAH would surpass

him.” (Kitdb az-Zikr, p: 19)

Zikr - Superior to both Physical

and Fiscal Worship

Hadrat Abu Dar'dih quotes the

Prophet™", “Should I not inform

you of the most virtuous deed, far

superior and rewarding, which shall
raise you highest in His esteem, -
which is better than spending gold
and silver in His cause, and is also
preferable to waging war against
infidels and seeking their
extermination?” The Companions
replied that they would be honoured

to know it. The Propheft™*™ said,

“Zikr is by far the best deed.” (Kitab
az-Zikr, p: 20) .

Zikris the Believer's Fortress

The Prophet™™ once addressed his

Companions, “I command you to
constantly remember ALLAH. It will
provide you with protection like a fortress to
a fugitive pursucd by a fast moving enemy.
Likewise, zikr is the only effective refuge
against the onslaughts of the devil.”

Shunning Zikr is Synonymous with
Allegiance to the Devil

And he who loses sight of or shuns

zikr, We assign to him a devil who
becomes his (constant) companion.
(43:36)
The devil has engrossed them to
forge! zikr. They are the devil's party.
(58:19)

Both of these verses clearly establish that
shunning zikr amounts to cultivating
friendship with the devil. Therefore a
heedless person leaves ALLAH's party and
enters that of the devil.

MayALLAH protectusall!

Continue On Page No. 52.....

near. (15-19:96). 1t is being said that this

person will be seized in the most degrading

manner; he will be dragged by his forelock.

He may summon his friends for help; all

those who supported and advised him in

evil. Let him call them for help against the

Almighty Allah! Allah (SWT), too, will

command the guards of Hell, to seize him. A
person who stops from piety should never
be obeyed or considered. What then should
be done? One should continue obeying
Allah (SWT) with the same purity of
intention, as one does when prostrating in
Salaat (prayers). Further, all that is said and
done must be within the limits of obedience
of Allah (SWT) and Prophet (SAWS). The
aim should be the attainment of Allah's
Neamess. Eternal success is indeed Allah's
Mercy and a reward. While recounting the
bounties in Jannah, Allah (SWT) presents
them as an incentive for the believers, that
must be sought. Quran says; To this end, let
the aspirers aspire. (26:83)

To Be Continued.....
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“To associate mysclf with a gathering,
engaged in zikr, after the morning prayer till
sunrise, is dearer to me than freeing four
slaves from the dynasty of my forcfather,
Prophet Isma'il*®, Similarly, I prefer
joining such a gathering after the Asr prayer
till sunset to freeing four slaves.”
lwSt;xtes Abu Na'eem quoting the Prophet’

“The gatherings for zikr arc attended -

by the Angels, who cover the
participants with their wings, while
peace and tranquility descend on
them. ALLAH's grace encompasses
them and they are remembered by
Himinreturn.”

Imam Muslim and Imam Ahmad statc
that when believers: assemble for zikr,
Angels immediately cover them with their
wings and the Grace of ALLAH descend on
them, bestowing consolation and
tranquility. In return, ALLAH remembers
them in the presence of His confidants.

Since it is established that sifi

gatherings and practices, in the

moming and in the cvening, are
strictly in accordance with Hadith;
there is no justification for any
objection. (Fatawa al-Hadithiah,

vol: 1,p: 65)

The verse, quoted in the beginning of this
chapter, has bcen claborated upon in
Fatawa al- Hadithiah as explained above.
Hence Halgah-e Zikr is permitted by the
Quran and Hadith.

Halgah-e Zikr Proved from the Qurin

Lo! We subdued the hills to hymn the
praises (of their Rabb) with him at
night-fall and sunrise. And the birds
assembled... (38:18)

«...that the hymn of the hills and
birds were audible, and is evident
from the Qurdnic text and is further
supported by the kashf of numerous
aulia, This brings out determination

secondly, that the participapts in thy
assembly can control the diversion of
attention during zikr. An assembly for zikr
has a marvellous efféct in warding off
spiritual fears and in invigorating
determination.” (Tafsir Kalam al-Muluk)
This commentary shows that Halgah-e
Zike, i.e. collective zikr, is fully supported
by the Quran. The commentator has also
indicated the consequent benefits. The
felicity and invigoration of the soul are
casily perceptible; but Divine blessing can
only be discened by those who are
spiritually illuminated. Its marvellous
effect, as a whole, defies description.
People, accustomed to playing with words,
are incapable of appreciating spiritual states
and emotion; and consequently seek
consolation in outright denial.

CHAPTER-XV
THE SUPREMACY OF ZIKR
Zikr - Superior to All Forms of

Worship
Asareward for ALLAH's zikr, the Qurdn

promises the believer a bounty par-
cxcellence:

Thereforer

you...(2:152)

This promise is exclusively for the one
engaged in zikr and it is obvious that none
can be luckier than him who is remembered
by ALLAH. Italso explains His declaration:

Truly! Zikr is the most superior... (29: 45)

Since no form of worship is superior to
ALLAH's zikr, the highest reward, *J will
remember you. . .” has been reserved for
those who remember Him.

The Prophet's™®*™ Constant
Occupation in Zikr

Narrates Hadrat A'ishah, “The Prophet
AW, . - . )

remained occupied in zikr kil-e
ahyanehi (all of his time).”

Note that the expression akyan, preceded
by kil, means continuous zikr without a
break; whereas, the Qurdn speaks of the
numerous engagements of the Propheft**™

ber Me, Iwillr b




slation of “Dalail us Suluk” written by

rat Maulana Allah Yar Khan (RAU)
“Notes: This Hadith establishes the

following facts:

- To convenc Halgah-e
Zikr is a noble act, which the Angels are
constantly in search of. It should be
Noted that the participants and the
Angels have one factor in common, i.e.
engagement in zikr.

" Zikr is the only worship
for which ALLAH's forgiveness has
been announced.

b To seek the intercession
of the righteous and the company of
saints is commendable. Even a dissolute
person may attain salvation by
associating himself with those engaged
inzikr.

" The association of a
believer with a wali, even for short
period, may pave the way for his
redemption.

Gatherings for Zikr Enjoined

«Should I not inform you of the best
deed, which will guarantec your
salvation in this world as well as in
the next? Listen! Hold fast on to the
zikr gatherings.” (al-Mishkat, p:
467)

Notes:
> To seek and to participate

inthe gatheringE for zikr is emphatic and
imperative.
Such gatherings provide
the means for success in this world as
well as in the next.

> Zikr attracts ALLAH's
blessings and leads' to peace and
satisfaction of the heart.

Allama Ibn-¢ :
established Halgah-¢ Zikr in Egypt.
ist after sometime

However, it ceased to cx1
and was re-cstablished by Allama Sayuti,
but it met the same fate once again. This
shows how particular were the eminent
scholars of Hadith in organizing Halgah-e
Zikr. According to Faidl al-Bari (vol: 2, p:
262), it was a normal feature with our pious
precursors to organize Halgah-e Zikr after
each Salah.

The particular Sunnah of zikr after Salah
is proved from many a Hadith. According to
Madkhal Ibn-c Hajj, all pious precursors,
i.e. the Companions and the Tabi'in used to
establish Halgah-e Zikr after Fajr
(morning) and Asr (afternoon) prayers
within the Mosques. Their zikr sounded like
the buzzing of bees. This manner of Zikr-e
Khaffi or Pas Anfas is a distinctive feature
of the Nagshbandiah Order.

Practice of the Siifis is based on the
Quran and Sunnah

The aurad-o wazaif (articulate
utterances in praise of ALLAH), usually
recited by sifis after Salah have been
adopted from Hadith. Imam Bahaiqi quoted
the Prophet™™ with reference to Hadhrat
Ans (a Companion):

“To engage myself in zikr with those

so engaged from morning to sunrise
and after Asr to sunset is dearer tome
than the entire world and everything
within.” (Fatawah al-Hadithiah,
vol: 1, p:65)

InAbu Daud, an authentic compilation of

Hajr Asqalani had

i
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Narrated by Hazrat Anas (MU) that
Prophet (SAWS) sald: Certainly Qaimat
(Doomsday) will not be éstablished till there
remains in the werld even a single person
who remembers Aflah (SWT).
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Al-Shelkh)Hazrat Mulana Ameer Muhammad AKran Awan (MZA)
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