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ers. (9: 105). Allah, His Messenger™*"* and sincere Muslims would see whether one's deeds
corroborate the verbal claims or not. If these are in accordance with one's claims, then that
person is a sincere believer, otherwise a hypocrite. One may deceive the people in this world
but not in the Hereafter: And you will be brought back to the Knower of the invisible and the
visible and He will tell you what ye used to do. (9: 105)

The yardstick therefore, is a sincere and ardent service to Islam, adherence to the Holy
Prophet**" and the attainment of his good pleasure. A true believer tries to abide by the desire
of the Holy Prophet™*¥ even to the peril of his own life. He thus attains to a level of Fana fir-
Rasul according to his capacity. Some lukewarm people luckily get a strong and sincere guide,
who takes them along, however, that is not their personal achievement. You would be able to
observe this difference more vividly in meditations. Some people are so strong that if they are
taken to a spiritual station, it becomes their personal achievement and they subsequently as-
cend to it at their own. On the other hand, the weak ones may be taken to a particular station.
but when they perform Zikr alone, they cannot reach there, that is because it was not their per-
sonal attainment. They would have to make concerted efforts to acquire that ability to reach
there by themselves. All spiritual achievements depend upon one's personal attributes and ef-
fort. Mere association with even the highest ranking saint is of little avail. We have seen hypo-
crites perishing in the presence of their Shaikh. They not only lost the capacity of good deeds,
but also lost their faith during their dying moments. The only reason was that their entire effort
had been oriented towards self exaltation and not for attainment of Divine Pleasure. They cov-
ertly nursed the desire to achieve some status as recognition of their endeavour. Allah is well
Aware of such base motives. According to the Divine Will, they receive two punishments here
in this world, one of detection and the other of non-fulfilment of their ambition. Then, they are
ushered to the doom of the next world which commences at death and climaxes on the Day of
Judgement.

In my humble opinion, this criterion is equally applicable to all of us, we are really nothing!
All efforts aimed at humbling others and exalting ourselves are futile. The duty of a Shaikh is
to take a seeker to the Holy Prophet™*" who is the sole guide to lead the way to the Supreme
Being before Whom everybody has to be humble and submit. The Sufis have therefore ap-
pointed Fana fi-Shaikh (extinction of one's self before the Shaikh) as the base. This paves the
way to attain Fana fir-Rasul and finally Fana fi-Allah. How can such a person whose base is
self negation ever claim self importance? Whenever anyone, whether a Wali or a Shaikh tries
to claim self importance, this sublime relationship is instantly severed. Such a person is always
detected and he never leaves the world with honour and dignity.

May Allah protect us all from going astray, grant us ardent and sincere love of the Holy
Prophet™**" and take us from this world in his servitude. Amin!
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mated. A strong urge is born in the heart to sacrifice everything including one's life for the
achievement of Holy Prophet's®" pleasure and accomplishment of his sacred mission. The
acme of faith is that one's personality should fade into insignificance before him™*"*. The
members of the second category also stayed with the Holy Prophet™", prayed with him, and
everyone including the Holy Prophet™", knew them to be amongst the Companions, but Al-
lah said. whom thou (O Muhammad) know not. We know them (9: 101). Seemingly they could
deceive the Holy Prophet™" but obviously not Allah Who knows everything. It may be ar-
gued that hypocrisy being a hidden character trait would be revealed only in the Hereafter, but
that is not the case. The hypocrites were temporarily able to deceive the Holy Prophet™*" and
the believers but Allah declared, and We shall chastise them twice. (9: 101). The interpreters
have expressed different aspects of this retribution. In my opinion, the first punishment is the
fear of discovery which always comes true in this world. The second is that all his efforts to
deccive the Muslims go to waste, and he is unable to acquire the status for which he aspires
and perspires. Allah declares: then they will be relegated to a painful doom. (9: 101) It means
that both types of this punishment are executed in this world, much before the Hereafter.

Prophethood is a personal attribute of the Prophets, but Wilayah (Allah's friendship) does not
become the personal attribute of a Wali, and remains conditional upon his conduct. For that
reason, all Prophets are innocent, but if a Wali abandons the practice which earned him that
status, he loses his Wilayah. A Prophet cannot commit a sin or error, but everybody else
whether a Companion, Tab’i, Tab’a Tab’i, scholar, uneducated, Wali or a common Muslim is
prone to error. Wilayah depends upon the strength of connection between the Wali and his
Prophet or Shaikh (who shows him the way of the Prophet); this connection is his protection.
But if a person uses his relationship to build or project his own personality, he ultimately be-
comes the loser. He is like a hypocrite of the Holy Prophet's™*" time who proclaimed the Faith
and asserted his loyalty to the Holy Prophet™" only to satisfy his own desires.

The difference between a true believer and a hypocrite is that the former devotes all his energy
and effort to obey the Holy Prophet™"", whereas the latter undertakes quasi-obedience only to
exploit this relationship for his personal advantage. Anyone adopting this attitude in subse-
quent generations is identified with the hypocrites of the first generation and treated by Allah
in exactly the same manner. However, it should not be concluded that everybody who makes a
mistake is a hypocrite. The Quran enunciates the difference, and (there are) others who have
acknowledged their faults. (9: 102). They trust the Holy Prophet™" but somehow are unable
to follow him completely. They admit their faults, attributing the truth to him, and the failings
to themselves. They mixed a righteous deed with another that was bad. (9: 102) At times they
err due to their human shortcomings but also do good works. 1t may be that Allah will relent
towards them. (9: 102). Such people are granicd the opportunity to repent towards Allah and
He is likely to accept their repentance because He is the Forgiving, the Merciful. He forgives
those who acknowledge the importance of His Command but cannot live up to it completely
due to their shortcomings. In the case of such people, the Holy Prophet™" is addressed by Al-
lah: Take alms of their wealth wherewith thou may purify them and make them grow. Lo! Thy
praver is a relief for them. (9: 103). The shortfall in their good deeds would be thus covered,
their gifts and their invitation be accepted to help purify them and their possessions. Know
they not that Allah is He, Who accepts repentance from His bondsmen and takes the alms and
Allah is He, Who is the Relenting, the Merciful? (9: 104). It is but obvious that Allah accepts
the repentance and contrition of His slaves, He accepts their lives and their property. After
discussing the two categories, they are told that their deeds will determine their status. And say
(unto them): Act. Allah will behold your actions and (so will) His Messenger and the believ-
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ure; his every actlon including his personal and public life, is a symbol of Divine Approval.
Similarly, the Muhajirin and the Ansar achieved such a high degree of closeness and devotion
to the Holy Prophet™" that Allah linked the eternal salvation of humanity, to sincere adher-
ence with them.

The Sufis aim at attaining this stage of self extinction (Fana) for, in Tasawwuf, anyone who
reaches this stage, does not fall because here he loses his identity. The word extinction implies
total devotion to the person from whom one has derived beneficence and blessings. This devo-
tion dominates his personal desires even unconsciously. Once, the son of a Companion sat
down with his father for food. He resented the gourd (which was the favourite dish of the Holy
Prophet™*") and passed some derogatory remarks about it. That was a casual observation but
the father drew _hls sword. The entire family was seized with terror. They did not understand
the reason for such a drastic reaction. "Who is he?" the father exclaimed, "to criticise a dish
which the Holy Prophet™" liked so much"! The son apologised for his unwitting remark. It
was after a lot of persuasion that the father consented to spare his son but on the condition that
he would never join him for food during the rest of his life. He did not really care about the
taste or the food value of gourd but he could not tolerate the slighting of the Sunnah of the
Holy Prophet™""

Adherence to the ‘Holy Prophet™" is obligatory in matters of faith and discretionary in per-
sonal habits. Of course, his personal habits are most blessed and worthy of adoption and if
someone is unable to follow them, he is not blameworthy in Shari‘ah. But it is an obligation of
Fana fir-Rasul (losing ones identity before the Holy Prophet™*") that even his personal habits
become dearer than one’s own life. The Companions had reached that stage of Fana where the
line between religious obligations and personal habits disappears. All interpreters, traditional-
ists and research scholars unanimously agree that the Companions gave equal importance to
every Sunnah of the Holy Prophet™*". Although they did differentiate between the mandatory
and the supplemental, yet they attached equal importance to all. They performed each worship
as a token of deep devotion to the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet™". Therefore, they were
blessed with an exclusive status by Allah, for all time to come. He declared that it was impos-
sible for the Muhajirin and the Ansar to do anything against the desire of the Holy Prophet™*"
and anyone who follows them, actually follows the Holy Prophet™*" and in turn obeys Allah.
Allah would be well pleased with any human being, until the Last Day, who follows them
with sincerity and He would reward him to the best of his satisfaction and pleasure. The Quran
further declares: And He has made ready for them Gardens underneath which rivers flow,
wherein they will abide for ever. That is the Supreme Triumph. (9:100). If someone enters
Paradise, it is a great achievement by itself. But for them, this is nothing extraordinary because
Paradise has actually been created for them.

Then there was the other category. Thev too proclaimed the Faith and imitated the sincere
Muslims in all good deeds, but Allah identifies them as a separate group. And among those
around you of the wandering Arabs there are hypocrites. (9: 101). It meant that some dwellerb
of Madinah and its suburbs, who proclaimed the Faith, prayed behind the Holy Prophet™*" and
. attended his august company were actually hypocrites. What then is the difference between a
true believer and a hypocrite? A believer strives to diminish his personality and subdue his de-
sires. He lowers himself before Allah and the Holy Prophet™*" and endeavours to achieve Al-
lah's Pleasure. On the contrary, a hypocrite aims at personal gains and uses the religion and his
relationship with the Holy Prophet™*" to attain self importance and personal advantage; this is
a delicate difference. Proclamation of the Faith does not bring any outer change in a person,
appar ently everythmg remains the same. It is the inner self, 1he deep 1n51de whlch is subli-
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Prophets and Messengers are the sources of Divine guidance, while the Holy Prophet Mu-
hammad™"" is the leader as well as the last of them. He is the fountainhead of all guidance.
Deputation of the Prophets divides mankind in two distinct groups. First are those who deny
their status, reject their claim of Prophethood and refuse to believe them. Others are those who
accept their claim, believe them and are thus called believers. There are again many types of
disbelievers - some are enslaved by their customs and cannot abandon them. Others prefer to
cling to their ancestral religions. Some do recognise the truth but consider it a threat to their
family position and personal status, so therefore they decide to reject it. Similarly, the believ-
ers are also divided into two groups. First are those who, after a proclamation of the Faith,
strive to acquire the nearness of Holy Prophet™**": They associate themselves with him, not for
self exaltation, but for self denial; as they draw nearer, their self importance correspondingly
decreases. Ultimately, they are completely absorbed by his Sunnah and lose their own identity.
The Quran recognises them as: And the first to lead the way of the Muhajirin (Emigrants) and
the Ansar (Helpers) (9:100). The Emigrants led others in accepting the Faith, remained stead-
fast with the Holy Prophet™*" in Makkah, migrated to Madinah to further the interests of Is-
lam, and the Helpers welcomed them with open arms. Both these groups completely subdued
their own selves. They gave priority to the commands of the Holy Prophet** over their own
desires. Their devotion to the Holy Prophet™" was so perfect that Allah appointed them as the
guides for all to follow: And those who follow them in goodness (9: 100). Earnest devotion, not
mere lip service, to the way of the Emigrants and the Helpers has been made obligatory for all
Muslims to come till the Last Day. This honour given to the Companions is otherwise a unique
distinction of the Prophets and Messengers. ' :

The personality of the Messenger is in perfect harmony and resonance with Allah's Com-
mands. The Book declares about the Holy Prophet™*¥: Nor does he speak of (his own) desire. .
It is naught save an inspiration that is inspired. (53: 34). It means that the Holy Prophet™*"
did not speak a single word of his own accord but his every expression was a Divine Revela-
tion. Divine Revelation is of two types; one is the Recited Revelation which is al-Quran and
the second is the non-Recited Revelation which is the Hadith that was inspired by Allah unto
his holy heart and verbalised by him. The difference between the two is that in the first, both
the words and the meanings are from Allah, whereas in the latter, the meanings are from Al-
lah and the words are that of the Holy Prophet™". Surely, in both cases, he has not said any-
thing from himself.

The Holy Prophet™" stands at such an exalted station of communion with Allah, that despite
his individual existence, none of his words or actions can ever be against Allah’s Will. The
out-standing attribute of those who associate themselves with the Holy Prophet™Y is that they
exalt him and lower themselves till they lose.their identity in him. At that stage, all aspects of
their lives reflect his laudable Sunnah. The Holy Prophet™*¥ is the standard of Divine Pleas-
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