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~‘;.T/_eﬂn:n, this tragedy, an unforgettable
incident, yet its real importance is totally
different.

- In Islamic history we can see that the
people trained by Prophet(SAWS)were
such men of character and integrity that
when they were entrusted with power,
after the passing away of Prophet
(SAWS)their aim was Allah (SWT)'s
Pleasure and the betterment of the
public. They never, let power overwhelm
them. Human history cannot present a
parallel to the steadfastness and
perseverance displayed by Hazrat Abu
Bakar (RAU)at the time of Prophet
(SAWS) 's passing away. He was
shattered with the grief, which was indeed
too huge to handle. We can imagine how
one feels when a parent is lost or when a
mentor or a Sheikh is lost but how the
Companions (RAU)might have felt when
their Beloved (SAWS)passed away, with
whom they had spent their devoted
moments of life. The gravity of this loss
can only be known to those who had
experienced the exalted company of the
Prophet(SAWS)

In short, He (RAU)was facing extremely
hard circumstances the top most being
the separation from his Beloved

(SAWS)followed by an expected mutiny
by certain tribes, refusal to pay zakat by a
group of people, an uprising by Musailma,

the imposter, who was accompanied by a

huge army of forty thousand  well

equipped warriors, To add to the
difficulties, the mighty army of the Roman

Empire was also hovering over the

borders of the Islamic State. So, in such

dire circumstances and challenges, Allah

(SWT) gave the Ummabh, the person who

rightfully proved himself as the deputy of

the Prophet(SAWS)AHe(RAU)handIed the
affairs impeccably and gave a humiliating

Islamic State, on all the fronts.

The Prophet (SAWS)had assigned troops
to be sent to counter the Roman forces
but had not lived to see this plan
materialize. Hazrat Abu Bakar
(RAU)ordered the troops to move forward
and discharge the duty which had been

assigned to them by the Prophet
(SAWS)He (RAU)also assigned an army
contingent to fight Musailma, the
imposter, and another contingent to fight
the rebel tribes and those who refused to
pay zakat, It is said that even stalwarts
like Hazrat Umar (RAU)had requested
Hazrat Abu Bakar (RAU) to reconsider
these expeditions as there was not
enough army to be sent simultaneously
on so many fronts, Hazrat Umar
(RAU)suggested that if army was being
sent to fight the Romans then the
expedition - against Musailma maybe
postponed or if that expedition had to be
taken then the action against the rebels
and deniers of zakat be postponed,
Hazrat Abu Bakar(RAU)had replied that if
he was to be left all alone in Madinah with
an eminent threat to his life and that if
wolves from the wilderness would attack
and kill him still he(RAU)would depute the
armies to their missions, He said if he
himself had to go and fight on the frontiine
he would do that. Allah (SWT)honored all
the troops with victory whereby the rebel
tribes, deniers of zakat were vanquished
and Musailma was killed whereas the
Roman army retreated from the borders
of the Islamic State,
The first speech which Hazrat Abu Bakar
(RAU)had delivered after assuming power
had a beautiful sentence. He(RAU)said"
For me every powerful influential person
is weak and | take every

Continued on page 54



EALITY OF KARBALA
Translated Speech Of
Hazrat Ameer Muhammad Akram Awam MZA

27, Feb 2004

The REALITY OF KARBALA
The Islamic calendar starts with
Muharram and ends with  Zilhajj

throughout the year there is not a single
day which does not commemorate the
sacrifice of the true servants of Islam,
who stood up against oppression, Then
why did the incident which took place
thirteen centuries ago at Karbala become
so popular that even today it is observed
specially with such reverence. One of the
reasons for its observation is that one
sect was established on the basis of this
incidence but it is not because of them
that this day became memorable. In fact,
Muslims from all schools of thought keep
it equally alive in their hearts and minds.
Thirteen and a half centuries have draped
this incident and thus many facts have
become hidden under the dunes of time,
Agist of the event, as we have today, tells
us that the honorable grandson of the
Prophet(SAWS) son of Hazrat Ali(RAU)
Hazrat Hussain(RAU( was martyred
along with his noble family in the field of
Karbala. This act of brutality was carried
out by the army comprising of soldiers
from Kufa that were subservient to Yazid
and his Governor, This is a documented
fact, which we find .commonly in the
teachings of all schools of thought. None
of the Shias deny this, nor do the Sunnis,
be it Deobandi, Barelvi, or Ahle-Hadith,
Everyone agrees on this chain of events
. at Karbala, One distinct feature of this
_incident and its importance is that it is
erent from all other campaigns of

Jehad that took place in those years. This
was not a combat between two armies,
The Noble Household of the Prophet
(SAWS) his noble Children were heading
towards Kufa, without any army or guards,
when they were intervened and
surrounded with Kufi soldiers a clash took
place and seventy people laid their lives,
as a result, Amongst the martyrs were
Hazrat Hussain(RAU)and his noble
progeny as well as other companions in
the journey. The only male survivor was a
child Hazrat Zain ul Abdeen(RAU)who
was very sick and had stayed in the
camp. He had a very high fever, which
confined him to his camp and thus he was
saved. He was the only male member of
the caravan, to survive,

This event gained historical importance
also because of the fact that it involved
the noble Progeny of the Prophet(SAWS)
Those who fell martyrs were the grandson
(RAU)of the Prophet(SAWS)and the great
grand children of the Prophet(SAWS)The’
strange fact is that they were not
ambushed by any infidel army or power
but by those who themselves claimed to
be followers of Prophet(SAWS)Hence this
incident has two very unique features one
that it involved the martyrdom of Prophet
(SAWS)'s noble household and secondly
that the assassins too claimed to be
believers in the same Prophet
(SAWS).Having said that it is true that
these. two factors played a key role in

“ making this
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SACRIFICE PART-2 (QURBANI)
Translated Speech of
Hazrat Ameer Muhammad Akram Awan MZA

Continued from Oct,2015

However, Muslims of various
schools of thought, who have differences in
off shoots only, and that too of preference,
but believe in all the canons of Islam, can
be taken as share holders. This much
tolerance, should be exhibited. Now we
come to the distribution of meat, and it is
often understood that it must be divided
into three portions, one for relatives, one
for the needy and one for personal
consumption. However, there is a way of
distributing meat as done by our Prophet
(SAWS) that is keeping a major share for
relatives, as feeding relatives, is more
meritorious, then giving away to neighbors,
as they enjoy more rights than strangers. It
is more rewarding to give to the needy, as
well, and make them share your
happlness It is not a requirement to divide
it in three portions however, we must
acknowledge the share of the poor and
destitute in it, and merely giving gifts is not
enough, Sending meat to affluent relatives
is not-as important as sending it to poor
relatives or friends /people who cannot
afford to sacrifice an animal. This allows
them to enjoy the festivity of Eid, as well,
The hides of the animals must be given to
the poor and' needy people. They must
never be given to the butcher, as service
charges for slaughtering the animals. He
should be paid separately, The Prophet

(SAWAS )even gave away the cord tied

around the animal's neck, to poor people i
charity, The best thing is, to sell the higeg
and give the money to poor relatlves
neighbors and the needy. There is,
however, one concession with hides, that
these can be used on public welfare
projects, such as making the lane properly
or buying a utensil to draw water from a
well etc, It must be understood that though
Eid ul Azha lasts for two and a half days,
but the season of sacrifice is never ending,
Two and a half days are to sacrifice
animals but the season to sacrifice one's
desires, wealth and life and to adorn the
hearts with passion, is everlasting, Hence,
when we sacrifice animals, we must also
pray that O, Allah(SWT) please accept not
only our sacrifice, but also accept us in
Your Exalted Court!
0000000C00o0

Reality Of Karbala:  From page 52
weak person as Opowerful, Nobody will be
able to usurp the rights of anyone on the
basis of power and nobody will be forced
to endure the oppression of any
oppressor, This was the trait, the thought
that had been inculcated in him by the
Prophet(SAWS( himself. After Hazrat Abu
Bakar's(RAU( era came the era of Hazrat
Umar's (RAU( Caliphate and this was an
era marked by conquests unmatched in
human history todate.



aspect of Prophethood, spreading their
light the world over,
The secorjd group  subscribes to its
existence in principle, but rejects it in
practice. To them, Tasawuf is confined to
bookish knowledge, anecdotes of esoteric
mystics, and occasional dips into the
ecstatic moods. They do not look for an
accomplished guide to the praclical
knowledge of the Path who would exhort
them to follow the Sunnah, and if they
came across the one, instead of trusting
him, they ridicule him, )
Listless inertia lies under such stance in
fond hope, they wish to attain the stages of
the Path by mere gloating in idle talk, They
are for all practical purposes, the rejecters
of true Tasawuf, and at times they echo
slogans as if Shari'ah and Tarigah were two
separate entities, This free lancing is
nothing but an easy escape from the Quran
and the Sunnah,

cesoacoccobooascen

CHAPTER-IIl
EVIDENCE ON TASAWUF

Hadith-e Jibril .
In all the books on the subject, Hadith-e
Jibril has been accepted as the central
core of the fundamentals of the Faith,
which is said to comprise of Islam, Iman
and Ihsan. In the last part of this Hadith,
lhsan has been described in the following
words: '

Jibril asked about |hsan, The Holy
Prophet(SAWS)explained*: Worship ALLAH
as if you see Him, for if you see Him not,
yet He sees you? <

The Prophet(SAWS) turning to Umar asked

if he knew who the seeker was, Hadhrat -

Umar replied that ALLAH and His Prophet
knew better. The Prophet-S.A.W, said that
he was Jibril who had come to expound
your Faith,

Explaining this Hadith, Shah Abdul Haq

“been the beacon rays of this blessed

Dehlawi(a celebrated lraditionalist, d.1052
A.H./1642A.D).quotes Imam Malik(d.199
AH./814A.D).

Whosoever, without adequate knowledge
pf Figh acquired Tasawuf would then turn
infidel and inversely a sinner. He who
acquired both became an accomplished
believer,

Shah Abdul Haq goes on to explain in his
book “Ash'at al-Lam'at Sharah al-Mishkat”
(p: 45:)

Listen, that the foundation of the Faith and
its consummation rest on Figh, Philosophy
and Tasawuf, Hadith-e Jibril refers to these
three components: Islam implies Figh
because it comprises commandments of
the Shari'ah, vis-a-vis, human conducts,
Iman represents the beliefs, the basic
propositions of philosophy and lhsan
symbolises true Tasawuf, which implies
sincerest devotion towards ALLAH. The
gist of the sayings of the great safi Masters
is nothing but lhsan,

Tasawuf and scholasticism are
complementary, because one without the
other, just as Figh without Tasawuf is

.meaningless. The reason is that the Divine

Commandments cannot be judiciously
known without the knowledge of Figh,
which in turn is incomplete without Tasawuf
because without sincerity, symbolised by
Tasawuf, human conduct even if governed
by Figh, does not merit Divine assent. OFf
course, both these without Iman are of no
consequence  whatsoever. The best
analogy is that of the human body and the
spirit, one without the other remains
incomplete.

Note: Tasawuf is an integral part of the
Faith. Such a part essentially reflects the
whole, the rejection of Tasawuf therefore,
amounts to the denial of the Faith itself.

A religious scholar uninitiated in Tasawuf
and the Path can neither be a spiritual
successor of the Prophet-S.AW. nor his
deputy.

continued,

Next Month.....



He who harbours enmily with My wali, |
proclaim war on him.,

Therefore the antagonists of Tasawuf
should better be prepared to face the
consequences!

It is an established principle that
someone who is not an expert in a
particular field has no right to comment
on it or on its specialists. We see that the
philosophers, who are rightly proud of
their knowledge, are obliged to confess
while discussing kashf:

This is beyond the scope of human
intellect, Those gifted with supernatural
understanding are exceptions.

What is NOT Tasawuf

Kashf and karamah are not the criteria for
Tasawuf it is neither an avenue for
prosperity in commerce, nor
hocus-pocus, nor talisman trading, nor a
means of winning cases in the courts of
law. Tasawuf has also nothing to do with
prostration on tombs, the provision of
mantles or kindling of lamps thereon nor
is the prediction of the future Tasawuf, To
call the aulia, in absentia, with the belief
that they hear such a call or believe that
they have the power to deliver mankind of
their sufferings is not Tasawuf, It is not a
warrant that a single Tawajjuh of a mentor
will edify and enlighten a disciple and
saddle him to the straight path without
endeavour and due regard to the
Prophet's(SAWS) Sunnah, Neither
veracity of kashf and ilham in the process
is guaranteed nor is ecstasy, trance,
dance, or music Tasawuf, B
The irony is that all of these absurdities
are taken as essentials of Tasawuf, while
in fact they are its contraries.

sopcoogoacnsaTRITEY

CHAPTER-II
DIFFERENT VIEWS ON TASAWUF

The Rejecters

Tasawuf is rejected under varioyg
pretexts, The favourite ground is that it is
a heresy or an innovation. This aspect wil|
be discussed later at an appropriate place
lo determine whether Tasawuf is heresy
or, inversely, it is ingrained in Sunnah and
is the very quintessence of Islam, Suffice
it here to say that, in principle, those who
reject Tasawuf are neither the Mujtahid
having exalted genius, deep learning and
remarkable sharpness of intellect—that
their rejection is taken as an authority nor
have they any supremacy over frue
theologians and erudite stfis—that their
opinion is accorded any weight,
According to Maulana Ahmad Ali Lahori

(d. 1964A.D) .the rejecters of Tasawuf are
the thieves and bandits who wish to split
one of the vital parts of the Faith, It is
indeed appropriate to brand them as

heretics rather than stigmatising millions

of pious souls right from Imam Hassan

Basri down through the ages, Such

rejecters grope in mere ignorance,

Declares ALLAH:

No, but they denied that, the knowledge

which they could not understand)...10 :

39(

They would have never dared reject this

reality, had they heeded the following

Divine Commandment) :( O man)pursue

not that whereof you have no
knowledge)...(17:36)

The Upholders

Those who accept the reality of Tasawuf
are divided into two groups. The first
group, though very small, not only believes
in but also lives up to its norms, They are
indeed the righteous, in complete
harmony with the Divine declaration:

Few of my bondsmen are thankful {34:13)
They are found in every age and have




An Objective Appraisal Of The Sublime Path

(Translation Of "Dalail us Sluk" written by
Hazrat Maulana Allah Yar Khan(RAU)

CHAPTER-I
REALITY OF TASAWUF
What is Tasawuf?
There is no doubt that Tasawuf(the mystic
Path) is an.important branch of Islam,
imespective of whether the word itself was
derived from the Arabic word saf(literally
wool)or its origin is traced to safa(literally
cleanlines). It has its foundation in
sincerity, both in conduct and in intention,
and its ultimate aim is communion with
ALLAH and the attainment of His pleasure.
The study of the Quran and the Ahadith, as
well as everyday life of the Holy
Prophet(SAWS) and his faithful
Companions provide unmistakable support
to this reality.
During the life-time of the Prophet-S.AW,
and his Companions, terminology for
various branches of the Faith like Tafsir,
Canon, Figh, Philosophy, etc.,had not
come into use, despite their existence in
principle and in spirit—these  were
compiled under the present titles at a later
stage. Likewise, this important branch of
the Faith also existed at that time, inner
purificaton was a part of the
- Prophet's(SAWS) mission and the lives of
the Companions provided a model. Yet its
compilation as an independent branch of
knowledge was undertaken afterwards.
Against the exalted appellation  of
Companion, other terms like scholars,
commentators, traditionalists, jurists, and

sufis, being of little consequence, were not
applied to the Companions. The lives of
those who subsequently showed singular
devotion to this branch and became its
torch-bearers, specialists and zealous
followers, provided the pristine example of
piety, asceticism, sincerity and simplicity.
By their habit of taking simple food and
wearing coarse garments of wool(sif)they
were called sdfis and the branch of the
Faith pertaining to their way of life came to
be known as Tasawuf. It has been referred
to as Taqwa, Tazkiyah ( Il nn e r
purification)Khashiat-Allah (Fear of
ALLAH)in the Quran and as lhsan in the
Hadith, which has been regarded as the
essence of the Faith, Full details may be
seen in Chapter Il under Hadith-e-Jibril. In
short, Tasawuf, Ihsan and sincerity are the
different names of the same reality.

There are two distinct facets of the
Prophethood, both equally important, as
enunciated in the Quran:

Truly ALLAH has shown Grace to the
believers by sending to them a Messenger
of their own, who recites to them His
revelations and causes them to grow in
purification and teaches them the Scripture
and wisdom),(3:164)

The first, external or the outward aspect of
the Prophethood pertains to the recitation
of the Scripture, its teaching and exposition
the second, internal aspect pertains to
inward purification, The pious souls who
inherited an ample share from the former
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