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has his own personal relationship with Allah
(SWT) and his Prophet (SAWS). A Shaikh is
only a teacher who can teach his disciples as
much as he knows and as much as the
students seek from him. When you go to a
school ora college to study, there are teachers
who teach you. Has any student cver asked
the teacher that I can't study, please pray for
me that [ know everything automatically?
Nobody thinks about doing this. If a student
_ is not being diligent he fails, then he studies
for another year in the same class and tries to
get through. A student never gives up his
studies merely because he does not like to
- study or cannot study. So if you yourself will
not decide to remember Allah (SWT) or to
perform obligatory prayers, nobody can help
you with his supplications. If this was
dependent on_supplications mercly, by
others, then the Tableeghi Jam'aat would
have sufficed us all, as they make so many
supplications to Allah (SWT), with sincerity
and tears, but what has changed around us?

A supplication can only be made to Allah
(SWT) and it is an act of worship, on its own.
However, there is no such supplication which
can compel you to offer prayers. Even if I
pray for you still the decision to offer prayers
rests with you. The decision to do Zikr rests
with you. I can pray to Allah (SWT) that He
may kindly accept your Zikr and grant you
good rewards upon it. Allah (SWT) is the
Bestower and it is a matter between Him
(SWT)and you. The Prophet (SAWS) said
that supplication is the pith, the essence of
worship. However, we must realize that there
are rules and limits of supplications. You
have never written an e-mail or a request
asking to pray for me so that [ may eat food,
rather you eat your food yourself. You have
never requested me to pray so that you may
sleep at night, rather you sleep at night
yourself. Nobody ever asks me to pray that he

-may perform his office duties well. All these
things he can do himself, then why is it only
Allah's (SWT) worship that he : ceds support
for?

This is, indeed, a very dangerous situation

e

and it indicates you donot enjoy the Blesgjy
of an expanded bosom, or Islam.I tells thyy
your heart is not in agrecment OF acceptang,
ofworship. Your mind accepts that it is gogq
o offer prayers but the king, the heart, is noy
agreeing 1o offer prayers. Whereas Islap,
means that a persons heart has beey
cxpanded by his Provider and has been filleg
with Light whereby he starts his journey o
an illuminated path. This is the decision
which every individual has to make on hjs
own. How sincere he is and how much effort
he puts in, how much he wants to gain is
known to the individual and to Allah (SWT)
alone. So, my request is that you must tread
this sublime path only when you decide
yourself, what to do, and keep your hearts
open. May Allah (SWT) grant you with an
expansion of bosoms/hearts. Try to attain as
much Light and do,not just wait for someone
to make you do it. Since it is being said that

woe be unto those, whose hearts have -

hardened for Allah's (SWT) Zikr; they are
destroyed, they have lost every thing. They
are evidently the completely misguided.

The verdict passed by Allah's (SWT) Book
is based on Truth and here it has been
declared that there are two classes of people.
One, with an expansion of the bosoms for
[slam and they are Blessed with'a Light from
their Provider, to accompany them on this
path which they are treading now. The other
class is of people, whose bosoms or hearts do
not accept Allah's (SWT) remembrance,
these are the misguided lot. Allah (SWT) has
revealed the miost beautiful message in the
form of this Book. It is full of beautiful
phrases arid the most wonderful words.

Speech is a reflection of the personality of
the speaker. It reflects his temperament, traits
and feelings. When an identical phrase s uttered
by a scholar and also by an illiterate person th
listener can instantly guess, the difference in their
personalities. If the speech by human beings has
the reflection of their personalities, then
imagine the Magnificence of Allah (SWT)
that is reflected from His (SWT)'own words

(Continued to page 10 53
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his disciples and a Shaikh is a teacher, in
reality. The duty of'a Shaikh is to transfer the
Light and Barakaat present in his heart unto
the hearts of his disciples. The Sheikh must
train and teach his disciples as well as transfer
the feelings into their heart. It does not by any
means imply that a Sheikh has a bag full of
Blessings which is not to be opened and the
disciples should only come and behold, the
Shaikh. This is wrong. A saint or Sheikh is
only a teacher and a disciple is merely a
seeker. Whatever excellence is enjoyed by a
Sheikh, he must teach his disciples. If a
Sheikh has an illuminated heart he should
illuminate the hearts of his disciples,as well.
It is a separate issue that cach secker will be
blessed according to his capacity, sincerity,
efforts, dedication and level of
understanding. However, every disciple
should receive some Barakaat, at least as
much as he is capable of acquiring. Nobody
should remain devoid of it.If the disciples are
happy with merely being disciples then what
good will it do to them? What will they gain
from such an association?

So if there are the people whose hearts
have been hardened and do not accept Allah's
remembrance, and fail to get illuminated,
then as the ayah says “These are the oines
manifestly misguided”; that is they are not on
theright path. »

We recite the Quran for earning rewards
and indeed it's recitation is meritorious. We
read the Quran to gain feelings and it abounds
in feelings. We read the Quran to seek Allah's
pleasure and it does invoke Allah's pleasure,
but we should also read the Quran to
understand .what it says.Quran is Allal's
(SWT) book, hence looking at it is an act of
worship, touching is an act of worship and
reciting it is also an act of worship. Its
recitation is Sunnah and if someone recites
loudly, then listening becomes obligatory and
the listener receives the Barakaat (Blessings).

Our Shaikh ul Mukaram (Rehmat Ullah
Elae) used to say that we practice Allah's
remembrance and recite the Quran. These are
like soap, even if one applies it inattentively,

applics it inattentively, it does remove some
dirt, but if we use it attentively the clothes get |
clean quickly. So there arc barakaat
associated with the Quran, but we must also
try to understand what is the meaning of the
Quran. Qurin is telling us that the. true
bondsmen of Allah (SWT) are thosc whose
hearts open up for Islam.

I reccive letters and c-mails from people
cveryday. Some of them are very interesting
in which the senders ask for prayers. Onc of
them wrote, “Please pray for me that I
perform the obligatory praycrs as I cannot
offer them.” Some write, “Please pray for me
that I practice Zikr; I know Zikr is a good
thing to do but I fail to do it.” [ answer such
questions that Allah (SWT) has sent the
Prophet (SAWS) as the Sun of guidance that
will dissipate lights for all times to come.
Allah has given you the eyes to see, the
respite to live and the capacity to understand.
Now if you live blindly and don't open your
eyes and do not understand, what good will
my prayers do? If you think that my prayers
can compel you to offer obligatory prayers
then you must remember that Allah (SWT)
could have compelled human beings to offer
prayers, but He (SWT) did not.Had He
(SWT) made the rule that whosoever missed
the prayers will turn blind, or his breathing
would stop, or his heart would fail then who
would have dared to miss their prayers?

Allah (SWT) gave us our physical
features, our faces without consulting. Has
anyone the guts to stop Him? Allah (SWT)
decides to give wisdom, health or sickness,
richness or poverty by His (SWT) choice.
Has anyone ever tried to change that or show
any resistance? Had He (SWT) decided to
compel us to offer prayers, He (SWT) could
have easily done so. [ can only tell you the
importance and superiority of the prayers. I
can leach you how to offer them , but you
have to offer them yourselves. If you want to
pray with the support of my good wishes,
then what will you eam from such a
worship? How will your heart then expand to
[slam? So, try to realize that each individual



~ EXPANSION OF BOSOMS/HEARTS

(Part-ll)

Translated Speech of

Hazrat Ameer Muhammad Akram Awan MZA

The Quran has divided mankind into two
groups, in the ayah, under discussion. The
first group is of those whose hearts have been
opened by Allah (SWT) to Islam and have
beer? Blessed by Light from Him (SWT).
Their bosoms have been filled with Light
(Noor).This means that the Barakaat of the
Prophet (SAWS) will remain there, though
the level of the opening of the hearts will be
different. Each individual will have his own
level as much as he strives for the Blessings;
but they will be there and for everyone.

In our socicty today, it has become a
common notion about Saints that their
disciples believe that all excellence is with
the saintand the disciples must turn to him for
all matters and needs. This is’ contrary to
Islam.Anyone who attended the company of
the Prophet (SAWS) became a Companion
(RAU) though they had their own levels.
Some became jurists, some became narrators
of Hadith, some excelled in military expertise
yetall of them were Companions (RAU). Itis
not as if some were granted Companionship
while others were denied..

The noble company of the Prophet
(SAWS) conferred the status of a Companion
(RAU) 1o all those believers who enjoyed
his company, indiscriminately. Each
Companion (RAU) then excelled in his
natural capacity and aptitude. This Blessing
continued and those who came in the
company of the noble Companions (RAU)
had their own status and were called Tabaeen.
The Tabacen received the same Blessings in
their hearts from the Companions (RAU).
This continued and and those who enjoyed
the company of Tabacen became Taba

8 Feb 2015

Tabaeen automatically.Henceforth the

transference did not remain so easy. Some

people say that beyond this period it seemed

very difficult and almost impossible. Did

they mecan that the Prophet's (SAWS)

Barakaat could not go beyond that era, or a

barricade was erccted in their transference?

No, these Barakaat of the Prophet (SAWS)

are to be transmitted till the end of time. So,

how many amongst the population, today
have illuminated hearts? How many bosoms
have expanded for Islam and are blessed
with Light? Now, Quran is defining a Muslim
as a person who has his heart or bossom
expanded for Islam. The definition of this
expansion is that whatever command of
Allah (SWT) is received through His Prophet
(SAWS), it penetrates straight into the heart.
Thus, no ifs and buts arise over the execution:
ol Allah's (SWT) command.The heart is thus
so illuminated and cleansed that whatever
word is heard (of the Quran and the Prophet
SAWS)itenters straight into the heart.

In contrast to this group of believers is
another group; “Woe be to those whose hearts -
have hardened against Allah's (SWT)
remembrance.” This group of people will be
in intense grief as they are incurring a great
loss upon thémselves due to hardening of
their hearts and the nonacceptance of Allah's
remembrance. They are not accepting Islam,
thereby falling in the category that will beata
great loss. Had they accepted Islam, their
hearts would have opened up, too. So the non
believers have their hearts that are devoid of
Light, Remembrance and [slam. .

My late Shaikh ul Mukaram (Rehmat
Ullah Elae) was addressed as a “Teacher” by



purification cannot be attained by mere
study of books and periodicals on Tasawuf.
This invaluable bounty can be acquired only
in the company of an accomplished Sheikh,
through the process of ilga and in'ekas.
Though there is a definite increase in the
books and journals on Tasawuf, yet they
discuss only the form and do not offer the
substance.

Highest Stages of the Path

The last limit of wilayah is the Circle of
Siddigiyat; beyond this are stages reserved
for Prophethood. The access ofawalito these
stages is similar to that of a menial to the royal
palace; or like the entry of followers along
with their- respective Prophets; or the
companionship of the Prophet's®™* wives
with him, in Paradise.

Here is thé detail of these sublime stages of
the Path.

The Circle of Nearness of Prophets, the
Circle of Neamess of the Messengers, the
Circle of Necarness of the Exalted
Messengers, the Circle of Neamess of
Prophet Muhammad**™, the Circle of
Nearness of ALLAH, the Circle of Union
with ALLAH, the Circle of His Pleasure, the
Nearness of His Favour, the Occan of His
Favour, the Treasure of His Favour, the
Fountainhead of His Favour, and His Veils.
To go through these veils even Prophet Nuh's’
5 age will be insufficient. Beyond these

* Devine Veils are probably more stages of the
Path, not unfolded to me so far. It is possible
that by His Infinite Mercy and His Absolute
Power, these vistas may also be unfolded one
day. There are only three methods to reach
these stages, namely: -

1. That spiritual growth of a wali is
undertaken directly by the Holy
Prophet's**"” auspicious spirit.

2. That beneficence is drawn directly
from ALLAH, through adherence to the
Prophet™™**.

That beneficence is received through the
distant Tawajjuh of the one blessed as per (1)
and (2) above. :

ere (Continued to page no 52)

in the Quran! Then these words have not
come (0 us directly. Allah (SWT)'s words
were revealed unto the purest Heart of
Prophet Muhammad (SAWS). His (SAWS)
Noble lips and truthful Noble tongue
conveyed Allah (SWT)'s words to mankind.
We may stop here foramoment and think that
the Quran, we have today, arc Allah (SWT)'s
words revealed unto the Noble, Pure hcart.of
the Prophet ((SAWS) and spoken by him
(SAWS), which we arc reading today! In
other words, this Book reflects Allah (SWT)'s
Magnificence as well as the Light of
Prophethood and Grace. It guides us to all
that we must do and that we must not do. Had
it only becn a guide to the ups and downs of
life, even then it was a great favor but it is
much more. The Quran is laden witha certain
sweetness which cannot be found in any other
Book. Every word is laden with
Light(Noor);however,if we do not enjoy or
experience this pleasure or do not receive the
Light in our hearts then we are to be blamed.
Allah (SWT) is announcing that He (SWT)
has revealed the most beautiful of words in
the Book. nobody can ever surpass the beauty
of these words and it excels in class over all
that has ever been said by anyone, in time.

Just as every {ruit has its own flavor and
gives a unique pleasure when eaten, each and
every word of the Quran has its own
sweetness and taste. It has Allah (SWT)'s
Magnificence as well as the Barakaat of the
Prophet (SAWS). It is the custodian of the
Divine Refulgence as well as the Light of the
Prophethood (SAWS). Itis the most beautiful
Book with messages often repeated in
varying styles to reinforce guidance. It would
have been enough if it is stated “Establlsih
Salat” only once, but the Quran repeatedly
guides us and says “Establish Salat”, on
many occasions. Had it been only said,
“Believe in Allah (SWT)” once, it would
have been enough, but it keeps on repeating
asif giving anew dose of vitality each time so
that the patient gains health. Now if the
patient refuses to get the requisite dose then
what can be done!



ayyumiy i

" Wahdat and Siddiqiyat; in that order, the last
named beingthe farthest limit of the Path.

From Ahadiyyat, the first stage of the Path,

to the Daera-e ul-al-Azmi (the Circle of the

- Exalted Messengers) is halfway on the Path;

the remaining halfis beyond this. That is why’

any claim of going over the entire Path by a
particular wali or his disciple is, at the very
least, amazing proclaim. Anyone attaining
Fana-o0-Baga, an initial stage of the Path,
should be considered a man of great
achievement and should gratefully
acknowledgeit, because:
This is the bounty of ALLAH which He

gives to whom He wills. (62: 4)

All heights attained by the aulia are like
the moisture outside a water-skin, in
comparison to those of the Prophets. And
these can be attained only ina school of piety,
from a pious preceptor. It must be
remembered that all exoteric knowledge can
co-exist in the heart with secular love, but not
sitfi knowledge. To try this combination shall
be tantamount to forcing opposites together.
~ Any knowledge can be acquired side
¢ by side with secular love, which aids

such an acquisition, but not sifi

knowledge. It cannot be attained
without mortifying the carnal desires;

it is imparted in a school of piety. As

promises ALLAH, “Be pious and |

shall bless you with knowledge.”

(Fatawa al-Hadithiah) )

The fact is that Tasawuf and the Path
cannot be attained merely by pronouncing
pedigrees, attiring in siff style caps and
robes, displaying long rosaries, arranging
festivals on shrines, attending chorus, or
esoteric displays of sorts and dancing; the
conditions are totally different. Cag

The first and the foremost, is the total
adherence to the Shari'alh which calls for a
firm belief in Divine Unity and compleic
devotion to the Prophet's®** Sunnalh, devoid
of any heresy whatsoever: Polytheism and

Favour.
Sccondly, complete loyalty to the Sheikh

'is essential; antagonism would result in

discontinuation of beneficence. The meeting
of Prophet Musa™* and Khidhar as narrated
in the Quran (18: 60-80) fully illustrates this
point. Lastly, there is frequent zikr with
utmost sincerity and endeavour. With these
conditions onc may hope to cover the stages
of the Path, ALLAH willing, in a decade or
two. Tasawuf means ALLAH's gnosis and an
access to His Realities. Its attainment
depends upon singular devotion towards
Him, a devotion altogether absolved of any
expectations from His creation.

Wilayah-e Ulya, the grand wilayah, a
domain of the Prophetss) is only attained by
those who completely identify themselves
with the Prophets, both outwardly and
inwardly. The outward aspect demands
following the Shari'ah -in toto- and a firm
adherence to the Sunnah. There is no room
for complacency in mystic pursuits. The
inward aspect signifies that a saint should
possess inner illumination just as the hearts of
Prophets and Angels are illuminated with
ALLAH's light. His heart must be free from
all wayward impulses. A wali is not born
innocent as the Prophets(AS) were, but
ALLAH willing, he can attain protection
from sins; it does not mean that he should
abandon his day to day mundane business; he
should rather follow the dictum: v

“Occupied without, illuminated within.”

An excellent illustration of such a state is
giveninthe Quran:

Men whom neither merchandise nor sale
beguiles from remembrance (zikr) of ALLAH.
(24:37) :

It is, therefore, not necessary to renounce
the world for the purpose of zikr, but it is
essential that no mundane love should enter.
the heart. _

I have spelled out the objectives and the
means of attainment. I reiterate that



THE WILAYAH OF THE PROPHETS

_ Translation of "Dalail us Suluk” written by
Hazrat Maulana Aliah Yar Khan (RAU)

The origin of the human race and the
habitation of the earth arc directly traced to
Hadhrat Adam™* who is the fountainhcad of
alllove and affection:

* Lo! I am about to place a viceroy in the
earth.(2:30) .

For this reason, ALLAH made him the
central figure of Daera-e Muhabbat (the
Circle of Love). There are many other Circles
of wilayah peculiar to Prophets; for example:
Wilayah-e Esvi, Wilayah-e Musvi, Wilayah-e
Muhammadi (peace be upon them), besides
Prophet Musa's™* privilege of direct speech

with Him, and the Circle of Wilayah-e
Ibrahimi.

Prophet Ibrahim™* suffered numerous
trials but remained steadfast. As a reward, he
was chosen as His Khalil (sincere friend).
The Circle of his wilayal is called Magam-e
Khullah. Just as a king has his confidants
with whom sccrets are shared, it was Kalin-
ALLAH, Prophet Musa™* to whom ALLAH
spoke in confidence. His Circle of wilayal is

called Muhibbiyyat (being affectionate).
Then there is the chief of the loved ones,
Prophet Muhammad®"®. His Circle of
wilayah is known as Mahbubiyyat (being a
beloved) and Hubb-e Sarfah. Beyond this is
the Magam-e Radha which is described by
Imam Rabbani, Mujaddid Alif Thani in the
following words:

Above and beyond kashf and karamah

is Magam-¢ Radha. This is the farthest

station in the spiritual pilgrimage and

extremely difficult to attain. Only one
out of a thousand striving aulia may

Continued....
CHAPTER-IX.

succeed. (Rih al-Ma'ani, vol: XV1,p: 20)

Some learned sifis, like the worthy Imam
Rabbani, think that the farthest station of the
prophets' wilayah is Magam-e Radha. But
beyond this arc the Circles of Kamalat-e
Nabuwwah (excellence of the Prophets). All
research scholars agree that these Circles are
beyond Magam-e Radha which cannot,
therefore, be held as the highest station.

In the meditation of each of these Circles,
the focus is on the Divine Essence and an
expectation of His Favour. He is the real
object of all the Prophets(as), the Messengers
and the Exalted Ones. Variations occur only
in the points of view, and as such meditations
and the states differ. For example, from the
pointof view that the Being is:

% The purport of all aspects of nearness, i.e.
worship, etc.—this Circle is the Hagigat-e
Salah (Reality of the Salah).

“+Flawless, above any needs and

limitations—this Circle is the Hagqiqat-e

Saum (Reality of the Fast). .

% The only One Worthy of Worship and

adoration by the entire creation—this Circle

isthe Haqigat-e Ka'bah.

% The Tenor of all revealed scriptures, the
All-Prevailing, the Transcendent and the
Omnipresent—this Circle is the Hagiqat-e
Quran (Reality of the Quran). The Qurdn
represents the All-Embracing and
Transcendent Being.

Except the Circle of Hagiqat-e Saum, the
other three Circles are the Hagigat-e
Ikahiyah. An access to these is termed as the
observation of the Truth. All these Circles are
beyond Magam-e Radha. Thereafter are the
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SAFAR-UL-MUZAFFAR 1438H

Narrated by Abu Huraira (RAU) that Prophel (SAWS) sald: Allah (SWT)
says " | deal with a person In the same way as a person opines about
Me.When he remembers Me,| am with him. Il he remembers Me in his
heart, | also remember him in My heart. If he remembers Me in a group. }
remember himin a better group (angels)".
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