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the pictures of Allama-rua where he has
a beard, even Allama-rua son disliked it.
This is also possible that Allama-rua did
not get himself photographed with a
beard but if such pictures are present
then it means that it is not being shown.
However, regarding the explanation of
the above verse from Allama-rua's
poem, | can simply say that it presents a
great idea about a Muslim and a
believer, which actually has made the
verse a bit complex to be understood by
the ordinary reader and even more
demanding for a believer who desires to
follow the Commandments of Allah-swt.
Here Allama Igbal-rua states that, 'A
Momin or a believer looks like as if he
only reads the Quran and recites its
verses but in reality he doesn't merely
read the Quran; rather his every action
is representing the reality of each verse
of Quran.' This entails the reality that
even if he thinks, he thinks according to
Quran, he converses according to
Quran, makes relations according to
Quran, earns his livelihood according to
Quran and worship as ordered in
Quran. In short his every action is in
such a synchrony to the Holy Quran that
it looks like as his whole life is a detailed
commentary of the Holy Quran. This is
what Igbal-rua has stated in his above
verse, as it looks like if a believer only
reads the Holy Quran, but in reality his
whole life is a detailed explanation of it,
and his every action is according to the
orders of Quran. Indeed this verse has

explained the fundamental requirement
to understand the essence of the
message of Quran, and a
comprehensive definition of a believer
has been presented in two short
sentences. The interpretation of the
meaning of a believer has been
presented by stating that his thoughts,
his beliefs, actions and feelings are
according to the Holy Quran. Isn't it true

that after reading and learning about
this verse of Allama Igbal-rua, difficulties
and hardships have appeared in

becoming a true believer? Because if a
true believer is the only one who spends
his whole life according to Quran, then
presently our situation is worth noting.

The reality indeed is that, a true believer
is the only one whom when we see, can

say that this man is the real symbol of
the true orders of Shariah.

The next question, put forth by a friend

is similar to the first one. He has asked

that 'Is it possible that a person is given

the Spiritual Oath on the blessed hands

of the Holy Prophet-saws other than the

method currently in practice in our

Silsilah? This is because somebody has

said that he has been given the spiritual

oath and other higher spiritual stations

without being present in Dar-ul-Irfan or

without the physical presence of the

Shaikh. Please guide us!'

To be Continued
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Shariah and do good things, il is also
Barkal and nol Tawajjuh. Barkatl is
always from the domain of Allah-swt's
will and not by the intention of any other
person.

Here a friend has given me another
question in wrilten form. He has writlen
a verse from one of Allama Igbal-rua's
poem and has asked for its explanation;
the verse reads like this in Urdu;

LJ‘:" -( r}[,; w }( U’

UTf e Ut e o kT F
First of all, | don't know since when
have you started to regard me as a poel
or a literary person. The job of
discussing poetry and lilerary delicacies
is the business of poets, authors and
literary people, who shave their faces,
remain in a stuporous kind of deep
thought and look like intellectuals. Such
people have their own attire, their own
lifestyle and a particular kind of
company they keep. They are usually
called thinkers or intellectuals and they
should be consulled for understanding
the literary work. | think | do not fulfil all
those criteria, do 1?7 However, as far as |
know about Allama Igbal-rua and his
poetry, there is a portion of which is not
published, where no particular ideology
or theme can be seen. During those
times he was even deviated towards
Shi'ism and more precisely speaking,
he even remained and practiced Shi'ism
upto some extent. Laler on Allah-swt
blessed him with righteousness, and |

P
VI

have learned that he used to recite
Darood Shareef a lot and it is also in my
knowledge that he recited hundred
million times Darood Shareef. After this
his famous published works was simply
a poelic copy of Quran and Hadith. It
was a great blessing upon him, and to
tell you one important fact, Allama
Igbal-rua also kept his beard and used
lo do Allah-swt's zikr and recited Darood
Shareef and tried to follow the Shariah
in ils entirety. It is a great calamity that
we have not been shown any of his
pictures in which he has a beard. One of
our relatives who used to perform zikr
with us, Hakeem Haji Khuda
Bukhsh-rua, may Allah-swt showers
His-swt blessings upon him-rua was a
steadfast and devoted zakir. He used to
make handmade prayer rugs and other
household items and then he would
take it to Lahore for selling it. He told
me that when the demise of Allama
Igbal-rua was announced, | was in
Lahore and | participated in his funeral,
and even | got the opportunity to see
Allama's face. Hakeem Khuda Bakhsh
then told me that | personally saw that
Allama Igbal had a beard and Khuda

Bakhsh was an eye witness to this. But

it is very unfortunate that our societies'

bigwigs didn't feel well with the issue of

Hazrat Allama Igbal-rua's beard, and

upto some extent our own social

downgrade is towards the way where

we no more like beards to be displayed

in pictures and especially for showing




The Difference between Attention of Shaikh and the Barkat

Franstated Speceh of His Eminence Hazeat Ameer Muhammad Akram Awan
Shaikh Silsilah Nagshbandiah Owaisiah (Dated: July 23rd, 2011)
Salanah Ejtima (Dar-ul-Irfan, Munarah)

People who do Allah-swt's zikr are such
kind of people for whom the Holy
Prophet-saws has said; "Every person
keeping their company would never be
doomed." This beneficence which is
extended to all the allendees regardless
of their intentions without the knowledge
of the zakereen is called Barkat.
Attention of Shaikh is by definition, the
concentration of focus by intention to
infuse the seeker's heart with Divine
Lights. Attention of Shaikh doesn't
harm, cannot recover someone from
iliness or find a job for the seeker. The
Shaikh or anybody in such matters can
only pray to Allah-swt but whether it is
the Shaikh or someone else, cannot
interfere in the decisions of Allah-swt.

Remember, if someone is really a
Shaikh and a Wali, then he will never
like anything against the will and
decision of Allah-swt and he will always
preach the commands Allah-swt has
passed to mankind. Being a Shaikh
doesn't mean that he has become the
ruler of the fates of people who can
dictate according to his own wishes.
This is not the case, and it is absolutely
wrong and amounts to Shirk if
somebody believes that Attention of
Shaikh has resolved his matters. One

can even lose his faith while keeping
such beliefs. Alternatively, it can be said
that my matlers were resolved due to
my Shaikh's Barkat.

This is because Barkat is always
extended by the Will of Allah-swt
without the Shaikh being notified of
anything, while attention and tawajjuh is
intentional and the will of the Shaikh is
involved in it. The example of Barkat
has already been discussed in Hadith
for the people who came to zikr
gathering for a worldly business but
Allah-swt promised forgiveness for
them. Therefore, it should be -
understood that Barkat is always directly
from Allah-swt and it could be said that
due to the Barkat of a particular person,
Shaikh or pious man resulted in solution
to my matters.

On the other hand, tawajjuh or Attention
of Shaikh in Tasawwyf means that the
Divine Lights from the Qalb of the
Shaikh are being reflected intentionally
onto the Qatp of the seeker of
Tasawwuf angd that intentional focus of
concentration upon the seeker's Qalb is
called Tawajjun or Attention.f person
has attendeq 5 gathering with a Shaikh
or Wali even for 5 worldly matter, and
later on he develops a desire to follow
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Hazrat Ji-rua: 'It is as if a soldier goes fo
war leaving his weapon at home. | will
provide the Bokhari Sharif but if your
claim is not in it, then? Betting is not
allowed for us, but since | am dealing
with you, if the testimonial is found | will
give you 100 Rupees and along with it |
will make an announcement to renounce
my religion, but if the proof is not found in
Bokhari Sharif then you will have to give
100 Rupees and renounce your faith.'
Hazrat Ji-rua had this wager proclaimed
and recorded publically. The Maulvi
Sahib came back with a new stratagem
and demanded that the Bokhari Sharif
from Narang be brought.
Hazrat Ji rua reprimanded him: 'Was
there some Prophet in Narang that the
Bokhari has become his? Bokhari Sharif
is from Madinah Munawwarah and is
from the holy tongue of Allah's
Messenger saws.'
When the Maulvi Sahib noticed that he
was being badly beaten in front of a large
crowd, conceding defeat in a way, he
asked for some time so that Maulvi
Ismail could be called in.
Hazrat Ji-rua answered, 'Call him as
well.' The Manazara was postponed for
some time.
When Maulvi Ismail came he was told
that the Maulvi Sahib had accepted the
challenge of renouncing his faith and to
pay 100 Rupees, if according to his
stance, the reference of folding the arms
or not was not found in Bokhari Sharif.
Hazrat Ji-rua demanded that Maulvi

Ismail should now provide the evidence
from Bokhari Sharif.

Maulvi Ismail replied: 'He is an ignorant
idiot, should | also become like him?'
Then turning to the Maulvi Sahib he
berated him, 'How did you agree to this
bet? This is not mentioned anywhere in
the Bokhari Sharif.'

Hazrat Ji-rua rejoined immediately:
'Maulvi Sahib if you do not want to
become a Sunni it is fine by me, but pay
up the 100 Rupees. We will add it to the
fund of the Anjuman.' ’
The Maulvi was compelled to hand over
100 rupees, which was his acceptance of
defeat against Hazrat Ji rua and along
with this the opponents lost face. Despite
Maulvi Ismail's effort the Manazara could
not carry on for much longer.

After this Manazara, the people from
Balkassar and its adjoining areas
became such admirers of Hazrat Ji-rua
that they would invite him every year to
take part in a Manazara held in the area.
Many Manazaray were held here and the
last one was held in 1956 in which Maulvi
Ismail was his opponent, but after this
Manazara he refused to ever stand
against Hazrat Ji rua, who afterwards
mostly delivered a reformation
addresses, during his annual Jalsah
there.

To be Continued




80 Rupees from his waistcoat pocket he
placed it on the table) and continued: If
the reading and meaning is correct this
money will be your prize'.

Maulvi Sahib was in a quandary, realizing
he was badly stuck. When he could not
find any answer he said, 'These people
brought me here only to make a speech
about the dates of the birth and death of
the Holy Prophet-saws, but there is no
consensus even about these dates.'
Hazrat Ji-rua asked 'ls it a Fardh
(obligatory statute) to know the dates of
the Holy Prophet-saws's birth and
death?'

Maulvi: "It is a 'Fardh-e A'ain' (of the
utmost importance)'.

Hazrat Ji rua. "My contention is that even
recognizing the persona of the Holy
Prophet-saws is not a 'Fardh e A'ain' but
recognizing the message of the Holy
Prophet-saws is obligatory. Even the
Quraish and the Jews recognized
him-saws, so did all the Arabs. What is
necessary is to accept and believe in the
message of a Prophet. Where did you
bring out the theory that knowing the
date of birth and death of our Holy
Prophet-saws is Fardh?"

Maulvi Sahib tried to change the subject
and asked Hazrat Ji-rua: 'The five Salah
that you offer; Prove them along with
their timings from the Quran.

Hazrat Ji-rua: 'l thought you were an Alim
but you are just an illiterate ignorant. |
disagreed that knowing the birth and
death dates of the Holy Prophet-saws
were neither Fardh (a statute), nor Wajib
(obligatory), in fact it is not even a

Sunnah. As | refused to accept your
claim it was your responsibility to support
your statement with evidence, which you
did not do. Now, if you refuse to accept
the five daily Salah then it is my
responsibility to provide the proof. Now,
OK tell me if a Shi'a refuses Salah is he
a Kafir or a Muslim?'

Maulvi Sahib: 'Kafir'.

Hazrat Ji-rua promptly replied: 'Deny the
five daily Salah so that | may supply you
the proof'.

The Maulvi Sahib was once again
reduced to silence. If he demanded proof
from Hazrat Ji-rua it was necessary that
he deny the Salah, and the denial would
have made him a Kafir. Once again he
tried to escape by changing the subject
and broached the topic of keeping the
arms foldad or keeping them by the side
in Salzh

‘Hazrat Abu Bakr Siddig rau folded his
arms on his chest while praying as he
said it kept his heart in control, Hazrat
Umar Farooq rau folded them over his
stomach to keep his stomach in control
and Hazrat Usman-rau folded them
below to control his Nafs: Hazrat Ali-rau,
as he was free from all temptation left
them by his side.'Hazrat Ji-rua: 'Prove
your claim, because as such it is only a
statement. In a Manazara you have to
also provide documentary evidence.'
Maulvi Sahib: 'Bokhari Sharif."

Hazrat Ji-rua: 'Show us the reference
from Bokhari Sharif "

Maulvi Sahib tried to extract himself from

this situation: 'l don't have the Bokhari
Sharif on me.




Hayat-e-Javidan chapter 12

A Life Eternal (Translation)

FATIH AZAM

Where could they present the proof in
response to Hazrat Ji rua's demand.
There was abstraction (generality) in the
verse of the Holy Quran, how could they
prove any specification? (So the Kafir
was left speechless). Their silence was
acceptance of their defeat. Immediately
the sky over Jhelum was rent with
triumphant cries of ‘Fatih Azam
Zindabad!" and this famous Manazara
came to an end but its details were
recounted for a long time afterwards.
Whenever Hazrat Ji-rua spoke about the
Jhelum Manazara in his private
gatherings, he would enjoy recounting
the silence of Mullah Faiz and Mirza
Ahmad Ali.

Manazara Balkassar

From the narrative of the Jhelum
Manazara one can clearly discern a high
degree of scholarship reflected in Hazrat
Ji-rua's manner of reasoning. This was
because his two opponents were well
read Shi'a scholars. Contrary to this, in
the Balkassar Manazara a unique style of
address is noticed where instead of
literary reasoning, he used his
opponent's ignorance as evidence.

This was Hazrat Ji-rua' s first Manazara
after Partition in which a vast crowd
made up from the inhabitants of the

famous town Balkassar and its 15 1o 16
surrounding villages in Chakwal district
was gathered under the canopy. While
recounting his Manazara era, Hazrat
Ji-rua mentioned the details of this
Manazara many times to the amuserment
of his followers. In this Manazara the
exchange that took place between
Hazrat Ji-rua and the Shi'a speaker is
presented in Hazrat Ji rua's own words.
The debate was opened by Hazrat Ji-rua
asking his opponent a question. 'Maulvi
Sahib, is the word Manazara, derived
from 'Nazar' or 'Nazeer? How would the
word 'Manazara' be understood if it is
derived from 'Nazar' and what would be
the meaning if it is derived from 'Nazeer?'
The Maulvi Sahib was accustomed to
traditional question and answers. He got
stuck on the unfamiliar ground of
Grammar. In his confusion he blurted out
one word and then the other, but he was
unable to hide his ignorance. Hazrat
Ji-rua astutely gathered from Maulvi
Sahib's lack of scholarship that it would
not be possible for him to read the Arabic
script without the diacritical marks.
Opening the text book 'Nehej al Balagha'
and placing it before him, he asked,
‘Read four lines from this book and
explain the meaning’ (Taking out
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