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shoulders!That was the time when the
Prophet (SAWS) was on the noble shoulders
of Hazrat Abu Bakar (RAU) whilc it was
Hazrat Abu Bakar's (RAU) feet that werc on
the ground. In other words the entire light
(Noor) and the attention of the Prophet
(SAWS) was focused on one person and the
rest of the universe was connected through
his (RAU) feet.For three nights, in the cave of
Thaur, it was just the two of them; so imagine
when Hazrat Abu Bakar (RAU) received the
Prophet's (SAWS) exclusive attention, in the
cave for three nights. What would be his
(RAU) level of excellence?
_ The annunciation of the Prophet (SAWS)
is for all times to come therefore the Book
revealed unto him (SAWS) is guaranteed
protection by Allah (SWT) Himself. It is
stated in the Quran: “Ferily, we have revealed
this Book of guidance and we are responsible
Jorits protection” (Al Hijr:9) Today, fourteen
and a half centuries have gone by and nobody
could alter any word or a letter from the
original text. The non-believers have left no
stone unturned in their cfforts of altering
Quran. They have printed ncw books with
minor changes in words and letters but all
their efforts have remained futile and will
always be futile.

We have the same Quran which was
revealed upon our Prophet (SAWS) and the
first ones to hear from him (SWAS) were the
noble Companions (RAU). This Book was
interpreted by the Prophet (SAWS) himsell
to the noble Companions (RAU) and
accordingly Islam is the beacon of light in
this Book. The Prophet (SAWS)'s Noblc

_bosom was illuminated with Light and
. Refulgance of his (SAWS) own which was
transferred into their (RAU) bosoms and it
was therefore natural that their (RAU)
bosoms and subtle hearts opened up to Islam.
Has this Blessing terminated after the era of
the noble Companions?

The annunciation of the Prophet (SAWS)
is till the end of time and for the entire

Hence this annunciation of Prophethood
(ciding ) has been protected by Allah (SWT)
Himself. The explanation as done by the
Prophet (SAWS), known as Hadith, is also
under Allah's (SWT) protection. The Bogk
being protected by Allah (SWT) ensures thyt
not only its alphabets will be protected byt
also the text will remain safe as well as the
interpretation and cxplanation of the text
given by the Prophet (SAWS) will also
remain preserved. Moreover, the divine
protection of the Book also covers the people
who will believe in it and practice it. Whenall
thesc aspects are covered then only it will
have real protection! If a treasure is kept safe
somewhere and nobody knows about it; can
we say it is protected? For the Book to be
unsalc it is enough that nobody knows about
it.Hence Allah's (SWT) protection of Quran
is promising to cover many. aspects; it is
offering protection to the words and
meanings of Quran as well as to the people
who will lcarn it, understand it and act
according to it across the globe. The promise
of protection will only then be fulfilled. What
is all this? These are the Barakaat, the
auspiciousness of our blessed Prophet
(SAWS). Thus, this treasure of Barakaat will
also be protected till the end of time. These
Barakaat of the Prophet (SAWS) are like
lifeline for the universe. When these will be
curtailed and taken back, the world will come
to an end. The skies will be torn apart,every
thing will perish and nothing will survive.

Now, this has been established and is
certain that all the Teachings and Barakaat of
the Prophet (SAWS) will be protected and
preserved by Allah (SWT) Himself till the
end of time. We will have to see as to what,
you and everyone will give as his own
answer. I, as your Sheikh has to be
answerable for all of you, so we must se¢

what explanation we will give.
Continued....



Companionship though, ;lcms frorr;1A

“company” when we come to its basic
definition, but in terms of Shariah it is a very
exalted office, a great status. It is of such a
excellence whereby every companion (RAU)
is far superior to any non-companion in terms
of honesty, trustworthiness, veracity,
sincerity, truthfulness and loyalty. In other
words, all the virtues which a human being
can possess can be found in a Companion
(RAU) to the level of such excellence, a level
that cannot be present in a non-companion.
The level of excellence in the virtues of a
Companion (RAU) is extremely exalted.
We respect saintly people from our hearts.
Usually it is our opinion, about someone, that
he is a saint (Wali Allah) while there is no
divine certification of his sainthood. We
take someone as a saint by considering his
piety, character and belicfs and we respect
him. If the entirc population of the world is to
become true saints and their sainthood is put
together in the form of a tall column, where it
would end, the dust beneath the feet qf Taba-
tabaeen would still be faraway, beyond their
reach. Then the Tabaeens arc above the
Taba- Tabaeens and where the status of
Tabaeens finish that ol Companions (RAU)
begin.
We feel that a noble saint (Waii Allah) has
a heart full of light and purity and has a firm
faith in Allah (SWT). We must realize that the
entire piety, rightcousness, worship,
remembrance of Allah (Zikr) and spiritual
attainments of a saint (Wali Allah) cannot
even rcach the dust beneath the feet of Taba-
Tabacen. The excellence of Taba- Tabacen
(RUA) in turn ends beneath the feet of the
excellence of Tabacem (RUA). Where the
excellence of Tabacen (RUA) ends the
excellence of the Comapnionship starts and
the excellence of Companionship ends where
the excellence of Prophethood begins.

The Noble Companions (RAU) are those
fortunate people who were led by the Prophet

(SAWS). How long, do we think, it took them

to acquirc thc cxalted status of a
Companion(RAU)? In this world we observe
that a person who wants to learn some book
fromateacher, he takes some time evenifthe
teacher is highly competent and the student is
extra intelligent. It takes, for instance, sixtcen
to cighteen years of academic studics for a
child to get his masters degree. Thus a major
portion of one's lifc is spent in acquiring an
cducation. What about thosc, whose
greatness and excellence is such that no
scholar or saint can claim to get even closer,
in spite of his own cducational excellence or
spiritual exaltation! How long did it take to
attain this excellence of Companionship? It
was asingle glance from the Prophet (SAWS)
which transformed them into Companions
(RAU) and madc them attain the highest
stations, of excellence. What would then be
the excellence of those who spent their entire
lives, in His (SAWS) presence, serving Him
(SAWS). :

When the virtues of Hazrat Abu Bakar
(RAU) are listed, the top most virtuc is, of his
(RAU) being alone with the Prophet
(SAWS), while on the journey (migration) to
Madinah. There was no third person with
them, during this journcy. The Noble Prophet
(SAWS), who had been dissipating light
(Noor) since the creation of mankind till his
(SAWS) annunciation (<=3 ), indirectly, and
is to spread this light, dircctly, from his
(SAWS) annunciation till the end of time,
was showering all his (SAWS) attention, on
one person. What would have been then
Hazrat Abu Bakar's (RAU) condition?

While travelling to Madinah, for
migration, there camc a moment when the
Prophet's (SAWS) Noble feet were hurt and
he (SAWS), found it difTicult to walk. Hazrat
Abu Bakar (RAU) then carricd Him (SAWS),
on his shoulders. A poet rightfully writes that
it is indeed very bewildering to think, that
how could a person be blessed with such a

strength by Allah (SWT), that he (RAU)

could carry the weight of Prophethood on his
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"Is the one, whose heart Allah has opened to
Islam and he has received a special Light
form his Provider; Woe be unto those whose
hearts have hardened against Allah's
Remembrance (Zikr). Such (people) are in
plain ervor. Allah has revealed the most
beautiful Message in the form of a Book,
consistent with itself yet repeating (its
teachings, in various aspects) whereat the
Slesh of those who fear their Lord creep; then
their flesh and their hearts do soften for the
Remembrance of Allah(Zikr) . Such is the
guidance of Allah; He guides therewith
Whom He pleases, but such whom Allah
leaves to stray, for him there is no guide.”
This ayah tells us a beautiful fact about
Islam. It is about the opening up of a
believer's heart for Islam. Opening up of the
heart refers to a condition when something
gets embedded in it; and when something
sinks in the heart, it is absorbed in the heart.
Then no one ever questions it, nor are any
objectionsraiscd overit.

8 Feb 2015

The Prophets (AS) of Allah (SWT) and the
Last Messenger (SAWS) enjoy this exalted
status; that when they say something it must
be accepted without any hesitation and

withoutany questioning. |
Human temperament is such that when a

person is told about something, he wants to
evaluate it from many aspects. He wants to
check that what he is being told is true or
false; whether it will be beneficial or harmful
for him. However, when something is told by
the Prophet (SAWS) then for the believer,
there is no room for any evaluation or
questioning. This is the proof of faith and also
the fruit of faith. On the other hand, a non-
believer always has objections and questions
overthe Prophet's (SAWS) message.

Why does a believer accept the Prophet's
(SAWS) message without any hesitation?
The answer is that Allah (SWT) opens his
heart for Islam. The words that were uttered
by the Noble tongue went directly to the
depth of the listener's heart. So in other
words, being associated with the Prophet
(SAWS) means that the hearts, the bossoms
open up (for Islam). The Noble Personage of
the Prophet (SAWS) was so auspicious,
blessed and illuminated that anyone who
accepted Islam by pronouncing the credal
statement of KalmiaTayyaba and then laid his
or her eycs on the Noble Personage of the
Prophet (SAWS), or the noble gaze of the
Prophet (SAWS) fell upon him or her,
became a Companion (Sahabi).
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.Prophets. The difference is that there is no
intermediary between Him and the Prophets,
}vhile a tvali must have the Prophet as an
intermediary and only by following him, in
letter and spirit, will he receive Divine
beneficence through him. Such men are born
after centuries. Just as the Prophets are
numerous but the exalted ones are very few;
these souls are indeed rare and it is they who
hold the exalted offices among the aulia such
as Ghauth, Qayyum, Fard, Qutb-e Wahdat;
though the degree of their beneficence and
Tawajjuh varies according to their rank. A
single Tawajjuh of a Qayyum is equal to a
hundred of a Ghauth and so on. Qayyum,
Fard and Qutb-e Wahdat have actually been
the offices of exalted Prophets and among the
aulia the position of thesc offices is like that
of Prophet Muhammad®**?, Ibrahim™* and
Musa™* among the prophets.
In these extremely high stages of the Path, the
highest office is Siddig, followed by Quth-e
-Wahdat, Fard, Qayyum and Ghauth. There
have been numerous Companions who held
these offices but, after them few could attain
this status. But it must not be mistaken even
for a moment that despite a common
denomination (i.e. the offices bearing -the
same title), no one can cmulate the
Companions, because their excellence is
undisputed and proved from the categorical
Qurdnic injunctions.
Qutb-¢ Wahdat has three distinct
characteristics
% The Lataif of anyone who keeps his
continuous company over a period, are
automatically illuminated without ilga
andhe also embarks upon the stages of the
Path.
If such a disciple of a Qutb-e TVahdat
imparts spiritual training to someone else
even without formal permission, it will
result in the illumination of the latter's
Lataif. In fact anyone whose Lataif have
* been illuminated as a result of his

o

"

association with

a Qutb-e Wahdat can
dispensate spiritual beneficence of some
degree. ’

% Qutb-e Wahdat can dispensate spiritual
beneficence to his disciples by Tawajjih
inabsentia, enabling them to negotiate the
stages of the Path. This, however, is
neither permitted nor resorted to in the
cascof'abeginner.

Such is the state of closeness between a
Siddiq and a Prophet, that where Siddigiyat
ends, Prophethood begins. This point is
illustrated by the Quran in the following
verses:

Whoever obeys ALLAH and the

Messenger they are with 'those to

whom ALLAH has shown favor of the

Prophets and Siddig. (4: 69)

And make mention (O Muhammad
S) in the scripture, of Ibrahim™®;

Lo! he was a Siddig, a Prophet. (19:

41)

There is no office higher than Siddigiyat
among the aulia. Beyond this are the stages
of the Prophethood to which a wali may have
temporal access, like that of an ordinary
servant to the royal palace.

We have indicated the reality, the glad
tidings, and the sccrets which benefit only
those who believe in them. And he, who has
faith in Divinc Power and Wisdom, will be
abletodoso.

o They glorify (Him) night and day; they
flagnot (21:20)

© Theultimate goal is God Almighty. The
lover of the world, truly is an infidel

According to Mujaddid Alif
Thani; :
“Tasawwaf is the science of
spiritual feelings and stages,
which cannot be literally
represented in overt literature or
explained by word of mouth”
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there is a vast difference between Salik al-
Majzub (The Secker of Absorption) and
Majzub Salik, The former is a strict follower
of Shari'ah and the latter is not, because his
intellect has been damaged duc to over
exposure to Divine Refulgence as a result of
inept handling by his guide. He is like a blind
man or a man blindfolded, who if put in a car
and driven from point A to point B, will not be
able to describe the landmarks en-route. He
cannot, thercfore, benefit anybody. On the
other hand, the former has gone through the
stages of the Path and is well versed with its
details. These stages arc indced sublime but
the ignorant masses mistake every insane for
a Majzub (rapt secker) and consider him an
accomplished wali, The reason is that
sometimes a Majzub displays strange acts
which even a disturbed person may also
perform because he has a certain degree of
concentration as corroborated by Sharah al-
Asbab (Exposition of the Means). Care must
be exercised about such characters. They
should neither be condemned nor exalted to
the status of awlia in accordance with the
principle enunciated by the Qurdn:

(O man) follow not whereof you have no
knowledge. (17:36)

Therefore, in all such cases a ncutral
attitude will be in total accord with the Book.
However, should a saint with inner
illumination identify him as a rogue, he
should be taken as such and not an
accomplished walito the insult of Shari'ah.

Beyond this are the transcendental stages

of the Path. Though in other Sifi Orders,

Salik al-Majzubi is taken as the highest stage;
in ours, the Nagshbandiah Owaisiah Order, it
{is considered as the beginning. Indeed the
final limit of Wilayah-e Sughra is Magam-e
Taslim (the Station of Submission). Beyond
this is Wilayah-e Kubra. Suffice it to say that,
ALLAH willing, a secker can be ushered
through the stages of Wilayah-e Sughrato the

—’t;z-\;thest limit which being in the Real
Eternity or the Realm of Wonder, naturally
takes time. As for the climax of Wilayah-e
Kubra, its knowledge has not been confided
to any wali nor cananyonc acquireit,
Qualifications for the Stages of Wilayah-¢
Sughra . .
There are five conditions for covering the
stages of Wilayah-¢ Sughra:

The Sheikh should not only be an
accomplished onc but also endowed with
Divine authority under whose Tawajjuh
the secker should embark on the spiritual
pilgrimage. Constant company of the
Sheikh for a considerably long period is
essential; occasional attention and
company are of little help.

A contact with the spirit of an
accomplished saint should be established.
This, however, is beyond the ability of a
beginner and is possible only after the
preliminary stages of the Path. The
method is to go to the tomb of an
accomplished Sheikh, establish spiritual
contact and receive his beneficence. This
also requires considerable time and effort
as in the case of spiritual benefit from a
livingsaint.

To obtain beneficence by establishing a
spiritual contact with an accomplished
Sheikh without going to his tomb.

Note: Beneficence here means spiritual
growth which can only be dispensed by the
aulia, and not by the ignoramus who
circumambulate and prostrate at the shrines,
or seek help from saints (in absentia)
believing that they have powers to deliver
mankind from sufferings.

% The Sheikh should have a very
charismatic personality and should be so
thoroughly enriched with Divine lights as
to attract and carry along the spirit of a
seeker and ensure his spiritual upbringing
through Zawajjuh, inabsentia.

A link should be established between the
secker and ALLAH Almighty for direct
beneficence, as in the-casc of the
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{“Translation of “Dalail us Suluk” written by

Hazrat Maulana Allah Yar Khan (RAU)

Question: If the negligence of the heart
du.rmg sleep is not conceded to, an equation
\Vlﬂ:l the Creator is established, because
‘Neither sleep nor slumber overtakes Hin' is
only His Attribute.
Answer: It is proved from the Quran that
sleep does not overtake the angels® nor does
it affect the Devil. (4hiya ul-Uliim by Imam
Ghazali, vol: 111, p: 21)
This indeed is one of the ncgative
attributes in which there can be no
equality. Eyes are a creation and it is
absurd to draw comparisons between
the created and the Creator.
The Reality of Meditations
The meaning and the reality of the
meditation, Ahadiyyat (Divine Unity) is that
creation has nothing in comparison to Hin.
To Him belongs everything high or low: None
but He is the Everlasting.
In the meditation termed as Aa'iyyat
(companionship), the seeker should
contemplate Omnipresence and
Omniscience of ALLAH on His Own
account. This should not be mere beliefbut he
should let his heart be over-awed by His
Majesty.
During the meditation termed as Agrabiyyat
(extreme nearness), the sceker should
contemplate that He is the Nearest being
Omni-present, but Distant by way of
perception.
The Triple Circles
In these meditations, the seeker practices
driving away: all non-Divine love from his

| STAGES OF THE PATH
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Continued....,

Chapter-Vill

driving away all non-Divine love from his
heart; for ALLAH does not tolerate any
partner in the voluntary love (as distinct from
ingrained involuntary love, as of a father for
his son) because it amounts to infidelity in
love® .

The Strollof the Ka'bah

Care is exercised in this meditation that a
sccker should not think he is meditating the
stonc masonry of the Ka'bah but its reality,
which is something clsc. The Ka'bah is a
representation of the transcendent secrets of
Divinity, beyond one's imagination. The
refulgence of the Being, peculiar to the
Ka'bah, ceaselessly descends on it. Hence the
actual status of the Ka'bah, apparently a stone
masonry in the world of creation, is a
transcendental mystery beyond the reach of
human intellect. It is.an object which can be
touched, has a definite location, a pattern but
its reality defies the bounds of feeling, place
and pattern. Such is the grandeur of the
Ka'bah and such is its reality.

As this meditation sustains and the seeker
acquires a certain capacity, he is put through
the meditation of Bait al-Izzah and Bait al-

- M'amur (the Ka'bah of the angels on the first

and seventh heavens respectively) and he can
see for himself the Divine Refulgence from
the Ka'bah right up to the empyrean. (TafSir-
e Mazhari, vol: 11, p: 101)

The Stages of Salik al-Majzithi

Thereafter, the secker is put through the
meditation Fana-o-Bagaand then taken on to
the stages of Salik al-Majzubi. Mark that

Ll
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