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to guard the Book of Allah (SWT),
The religious fraternity can be
divided into two groups. The first group is
of those accomplished Noble people who
are spiritual masters known as Wali Allah
(saints). The second group includes the
lea(ned scholars of religious teachings;
they are the people of knowledge
(Ahl-e-llm).Allah (SWT) says that both of
the groups were assigned the task of
protecting the Book of Allah (SWT) sent
unto them. Hence, it is their duty to
convey the message as well as to guide
the people and practice themselves what
they preached thereby safeguarding the
rules sent by Allah (SWT).
The Rabbis (saints) and the
Scholars were thus a witness to the Truth
revealed in Allah's Book, Turat. They had
a firm knowledge of the fact that it was
Allah's Book based on Truth, with
Commands based on justice. They knew
for_sure, that the Book of Allah (SWT)
was a trove of inner as well as outward
excellence because it offered fair
solutions to worldly matters, too.
However, beyond this point personal or
vested interests became a hurdle in
execution of the rules sent in the Book of
Allah (SWT). Among the hurdles the
primary was the fear of opposition from
people. This fears creeps in the heart of
those assigned with the duty to safeguard
the Book. They fear that if they tell the
Truth, the rules as sent in the Book, the
people in power may persecute, harm or
imprison them. In short they do not wish
to annoy the influential people. They also
fear that the truth might annoy people

who benefit materially and thus their aid
is withdrawn. Allah (SWT) says do not

fear people but pay heed to the
Magnificence of your Creator (SWT) and
be steadfast on the Truth. If the people
get annoyed by the Truth let them be
annoyed but do not annoy Allah (SWT) by
deviating from the path of guidance. If
you forsake the path of Allah (SWT) in an
attempt to please people, you will earn
His (SWT) displeasure and it must be
remembered that there is a huge
difference in the displeasure of Allah
(SWT) and the displeasure of people.

If Allah (SWT) is pleased with you,
nobody can harm you, as Allah (SWT) will
protect you. On the contrary if Allah
(SWT) is annoyed with you but the
people are happy, nobody can protect
you from Him (SWT). Allah (SWT) says
do not be afraid of people but be afraid of
My Magnificence and fear me alone.
Besides fear the second factor that leads
religious people away from the right path
is avarice or greed for wealth. They sell
verdicts for money in spite of knowing
that it is against the dictates of Allah's
(SWT) Book. Allah (SWT) says do not sell
my Commands for a petty price. Is this
how much you value My Commands? Is
this the respect you attach to My Orders?
Be aware of the fact that whosoever
passes verdicts against My Commands
will be expelled from faith and will be a
disbeliever. Since the matter pertains to
the Beliefs and Ideology it harms the faith
directly.

(To be Continued...)
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became an Islamic state with a
constitution based on Islamic laws.
During this era an incident took place
amongst the aforementioned Jewish
clans. It so happened that a man from
Banu Quraizah killed a man from Banu
Nazair.

In their hearts the Jews knew that it
was the Islamic system tha} gave justice
and the Prophet (SAWS) decided cases
faily. So Banu Quraizah told Banu
Nazair that they would rather take
Prophet (SAWS) as their arbitrator and
take His (SAWS) decision rather than
following their own legal system. So the
case was filed in the Court of Prophet
(SAWS). Hence the verses (44-47) of
Surah Maidah were revealed upon
Prophet (SAWS) that it was up to Him
(SAWS)to choose to be the judge for their
dispute or not and if He (SAWS) may
choose to take it up then He (SAWS)
must decide fairly. Moreover, the Jews
have their own Book, Turat which
contains Allah's Commandments then
why do they not make their own laws?

If the Prophet (SAWS) decides the
disputes among the people of the Book
and they live in their own sovereign land
than the cases will be decided in
accordance to their Book. On the
contrary, if they live within an Islamic
State than two rules must be observed by
the State. The matters that are related to
beliefs will be dealt with in line with their
Book. These include marriage, divorce as
well as all religious affairs. Whereas the
matters that involve social disputes such
as financial disputes, scuffles etc. will be

settled according to Islamic law. This
became the basis and Prophet (SAWS)
was given the authority to enforce them
as laws. Allah (SWT) says, 'Without
doubt, We revealed the Turat, in which is
guidance and light (44 Al Maidah). We
blessed them with our Book Turat which
provided them in their era with complete
guidance over all matters of life faced by
them. It guided them to justice and truth
in life and it was a light from Allah(SWT)
that dispelled the darkness of ignorance
and highlighted the paths to be followed.
Hence Turat had rules that were
based on justice as well as Light that
offered spiritual excellence. It is said "We
doubt, we revealed the Turat, in which is
Guidance and Light. The Messengers
who were obedient (to Allah) used to
instruct the Jews according to it; and so
did the Men of Allah and the religious
scholars because they had been
commanded to protect the Book and they
were its witness. Therefore do not fear
people and fear Me, and do not sell all
my ayat (verses) for a petty price (worldly
wealth). And whoever does not ordain

according to  Allah's  Revelation
(Commands) then such are the
disbelievers. (44: Al Maidah). These

verses say that the Prophets (AS) made
decisions according to the dictates of
Turat, as they were obedient servants of
Allah (SWT). They (AS) accepted what
He (SWT) had ordained in His (SWT)
Book. Besides the Prophets (AS), the
saints and the religious scholars too
executed the Commands given in the
Book as they had been assigned the task
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'Hazr,at Ameer Muhammad Akrai-n Awan

The seventh segment (rakooh) of
Surah Al-Maidah begins with the verses
that were revealed when a strange
situation came up amongst the two
Jewish clans, residing in the outskirts of
Medina Munawara; these were Banu
Nuzair and Banu Quraijah. The former
were very affluent and mighty in terms of
manpower while the latter were weak in
every respect. It is, however, a fact that
when human beings take decisions in
their hands they end up doing wrong, in
the name of justice.

Justice is what Allah (SWT) has
ordained for mankind as to Him belongs
all His creation; be it rich or poor,
powerful or downtrodden. Hence the
rules and regulations set by the Creator
are perfect as well as worthy of being
termed as "Justice". Whenever man
devises laws that are contrary to the laws
decreed by Allah (SWT), the system is
bound to relieve the influential elite, which
trap the weak segment of the society.

Before the advent of British rule in the
sub-continent, Islamic system and Laws
were practiced in the land, and
considered as the constitution of the
entire sub-continent. The Islamic Justice
that was implemented during the reign of
Aurangzeb  Alamgir  (RAU)  and

o Translation of
__ Akram-ul-Tafaseer

(Surah Al' Maida)

documented  as Fatawa-e-Alamgiri g
followed even today by Islamic Jurists to
pass their verdict on issues. These rules
were formulated according to the rules
sent by Allah (SWT) and as taught by His
(SWT) Messenger (SAWS). When British
took over the sub-continent they
abolished the legal system based on
Islamic Jurisprudence and introduced
their own so-called "Justice" system.
Since a man-made system of justice
will make sure to favor the powerful and
exploit the weaker, it was also true for the
Jewish community in Medina. Hence,
there were different rules for Banu Nuzair
and Banu Quraijah based on their status.
Banu Nuzair being the influential clan
devised a system which favored them.
One of their rules was that if a member of
Banu Quraijah, the weaker clan, killed a
member of the Banu Nuzair than the
murderer will pay blood money as well as
be executed. The blood money was fixed
as a certain quantity of dates. On the
contrary, if a member from Banu Nazair
killed a person from Banu Quraijah then
the murderer would only pay blood
money but would not be executed in
return. This was their so-called "Judicial
System" which gave justice! When
Prophet (SAWS) migrated to Medina, it

I
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!(nowledge and may be acted upon, but it
s not abligatory to do so. The following

discourse will illustrate this point:

Then Satan whispered to them.(7: 20)

And when they tasted of the tree,
their shame was manifested to them. (7: 22)
1. Here chastity is connected with the
whisper of the devil. The latter by itself is
not a sin till it leads to some sinful act, but
it is derogatory to one's excellence.

2. The Divine address to Prophet
Adam-A.S. and Eve before they tasted
the tree, "...but come not near this tree..."
and "And their Rabb called them..." was
by way of inspiration, and not revelation

through Jibril-A.S. Imam Razi explains

that the said address was made through
ilhdm to both of them individually.

“There was no human being in
Paradise other than Adam-A.S. and Eve.
The Divine address to Eve was by direct
inspiration and not through revelation, as
is evident from the wording of the said
verse." (Arba'in fi Usul id-Din, p: 339)

3. Their failure to act upon their ilhdm

subjected Adam-A.S. and Eve to physical

and worldly afflictions. It was not a

punishment for breaking any religious
law, though the actual wording of the
Quran is: "Adam disobeyed..." This
disobedience is in the literal, as distinct
from the legal sense (i.e. the crime
disclosed in the Quran that "...their
shame was manifested to them..." is nota
sin). Such an exclusive exposure
belween the consorts does not violate the
Shariah. This proves that ilham is a
source of knowledge and should be acted
upon, or else the defaulter is subjected to
physical and worldly distress. It is,
however, not obligatory in the eyes of
Shari'ah.

Similarly Hadhrat Maryam (Mary)

was addressed five times by means of
ilham:
1. And made Zakariah-A.S. her
guardian. Whenever Zakariah went into
the sanctuary where she was, he found
that she had food. He said, "O Mary!
Where does this (food) come from?" (3:
37)

The above revelation relates to

physical upbringing.
2. And when the angels said, "O
Mary! Surely ALLAH has chosen you and
made you pure, and has preferred you
above (all) the women of creation.” (3:
42)

This revelation portrays spiritual
upbringing.

3. "(O Mary! Be obedient to your
Rabb; prostrate yourself and bow with
those who bow (in worship)." (3: 43)

This revelation imposes religious
duties on Mary.

(To be Continued...)



the plaugbl‘é excuse that the real goal is
to acquire His Pleasure; forgetting that
kashf and ilham are after all
manifestations of His Pleasure, denied to
those with whom He is displeased. Still
others, giving vent to their envy in a
seemingly scientific manner, say that
kashf is a zanni (speculative) affair and
as such of no consequence. They are
confounded, of course, when asked:
"Whether all of the books of Figh
and Hadith comprise only the categorical
ordinances and Twaatir type of Hadith?
"Are Witr, ;Sunnah and Nawafil

proved from  categorical Qurénic
injunction?.

"What would be the fate of Figh
(containing innumerable zanni

ordinances), if kashf is rejected on this
plea? Some people declare that kashf is
prone to error. This argument has already
been sufficiently refuted on the ground
that religion as a whole is based on
tradition, handed down through the
generations. Since the possibility of error
exists in every tradition, should we
abandon the religion itself? Some argue
that kashf and ilhdm do not constitute an
authority in Shari'ah. As stated earlier,
this amounts to the denial of Twaatir.

To cap it all, some fools profess
that an infidel can also have kashf. This is
nothing but an utter delusion! How can
people, for whom ALLAH states, "For
them the gates of Heaven will not be
opened" (7: 40), experience kashf, get a
glimpse of Paradise and Hell, or meet the
spirits of Prophets and Angels? Would an

infidel, having kashf, not be able to seq
his ancestors being tortured in the Hell
and believers making merry in Paradise?
Would he still remain an infidel apy
persist in his wrong beliefs? Remempg,
that an infidel's belief, his conduct, hig
words, his heart are all benighted. Is
possible to see things in  darkness?
Therefore, kashf cannot be the lot of an
infidel. Should he claim such a thing, it is
the devil's whisper; if he sees Angels (as
did the infidels in the Battle of Badr) they
would, of course, be the bearers of Diving
punishment, not His reward [See Essay-4
Kashf to a Non-believer].

The exoterics, who are easily
taken in, should take note that an infidel,
toiling in hunger and thirst, gets physically
weak and his blood and body fats are
reduced. As a result he achieves a sort of
concentration and his heart receives
reflections of some material objects. This
is the reality of his 'kashf. How can he
possibly discover Realities, the conditions
prevailing in Barzakh, Paradise, Hell, the
Throne and the Chair?

Truly that is the light for which He
selects any of His bondsmen He wills.
(24: 35)

Evaluation of the Ulama in the
Light of the Quran

The Ulama possessirig knowledge
of external sciences, feel justified in
denying kashf and ilham, while the sifis
consider their denial unlawful if kashf of
ilham does not conflict with Shari‘ah. Asa
matter of fact, a person who ignores m.e
dictates of his kashf or ilham not It



- KASHF AND ILHAM

Tranélatic_)n of

2! '.'Dalail us Suluk" written by
Hazrat Maulana Ajlap Yar'Khan.(RAU) :

Continued...

Chapter XVII

to really believz i:-t:UCh 2 person is said
as claimed by Hamhe RDay OT Judgemem,
quoted above which( dAU) ' the Hadilh
(SAW.S)s colmmem ",_:ew Fhe Pro_phet
whose heart ALLAH h‘ ‘ere l's a bellllever
as illuminated.
Note: This proves that true faith comes
after peace of the heart, which in turn is
obtained by the zikr as enunciated in the
Quran:

Truly, in the remembrance of
ALLAH do the hearts find peace. (13: 28)

True faith means the illumination of
a believer's heart to such an extent that
he beholds the Throne of the Rabb, from
where His Commandments are issued,
the events of Barzakh, Paradise and Hell.
This is called kashf and this is the
indication of true faith.

Question: And what do you say
about the other Companions, of whom
such events have not been recorded?

Answer: Absence of record does
not connote absence of kashf. The former
is not sine-quo-non for the latter. The
incidents of kashf of the Companions
recorded in Hadith are innumerable. Only
a few examples have been listed above;
as a detailed study of the same is not

intended here.
In fine, kashf and ilham are inner

inspirations forming part of the attributes
of Prophethood and its heritage. They
constitute a guideline after the end of
Prophethood and direct revelation
through Jibril-A.S. This Divine bounty is
bestowed to prophets and is inherited
only by their true followers. It has nothing
to do with evil-doers and is confined only
to a chosen few, whose hearts are
illuminated with true faith.

This discourse has drawn on
longer than intended. The reason is that
while some of our neophytes are
bestowed with and talk about Kashf-e
Qubdr, the quasi-maulvis, bereft of inner
light as they are, knit their brows and
scold. The self-styled claimants of
wilayah, who have coined for themselves
the lofty titles of 'His Highness', ‘Leader of
the Path', 'Master of the Mysteries of
Shari'ah', '‘Qutb al-Aqtab’, etc. should feel
ashamed at their ethereal bankruptcy and
they indulge in loose talk of all sorts to
uphold their vanity. Some of them claim
that such attributes are reserved for their
ancestors and progeny without assigning
any reason for this family reservation.
Others reject outright kashf and ilham, on
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