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Divine Lights are acquired from the

Qalb of the Shaikh with Allah-swt's Will
without involvement of the will of the
Shaikh, is not Tawajjuh, rather it could
be better called Barkat. Attention and
Tawajjuh of Shaikh involves the wilful
concentration and reflection of the
Divine Lights upon the Qalb of the
seeker while it is Barkat when the
feelings and Divine Lights are acquired

without the involvement of the
conscious will of the Shaikh.

Most of the things in a seeker's life
happen due to the Prophetic Blessings

and transferring these into the seeker's

heart is by Allah-swt's Will. For instance,
the sunlight affects everything differently
ranging from the €ggs of an ant to the
ripening of fruits on gigantic trees to the
life of an elephant, without the sun
knowing a vast array of effects its
beams have upon the living and
non-living beings. The sun by itself is
only obeying Allah-swi's command and
completing its function of illuminaling

the universe, while its effects upon the
Creatures is the blessing of Allah-swt

without the sun being notified of
anything.

Therefore, statements of
say that, 'the Attention of
my matters solved',
butit's a manifest s

people who
Shaikh helped
is not only wrong
hirk and accounts

ting others witp

nobody who can
S, only*Allah-swt
every problem, The
€ Universe ig being

S

solve matters for oth
has the solution for
entire system of th

Such a state when feelings and the

run by Allah-swt and He-swt runs it by
Himself and His-swt creation has ng
part in it. He-swt is independent and the
only One who is administering the
system of the universe, and this is
called Tauheed or Unity of Allah-swt.
Indeed living with and following pious
people leads to the acquisition of Barkat
which is always delivered by the Will of
Allah-swt.

As stated in Hadith, the Holy
Prophet-saws has stated that there are
special kind of angels whose living is all

zikr and worship. They search for such
gatherings where Allah-swt's zikr is
being done and after finding such
gatherings they call the others and
those call others, and they encircle the
zikr gathering until they reach the
heavens. When zikr is finished, the
angels return to the court of Allah-swt,
where they are being asked where they
have been. They say that they have
been to a gathering where Your-swt zikr
was being done. Allah-swt replies, be

witness to this, as l-swi
the attendees of the
among the an
Allah-swt tha
gathering did n
of zikr;

t have forgiven all
gathering. Some
gels enquire and tells
t some people in the
Ot come for the purpose
rather they came into the
9athering becausge they had some
worldly business there. Allah-swt replies
that I-swt have forgiven all of those
Present in that gathering and it i
Without any condition.

To be Continued-
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As a term in Tasawwuf, Attention or
Tawajjuh means, when a Shaikh directs

his concentration and focus intentionally

towards the Qalb (heart) of the seeker
in order to instil the Divine Lights and

feelings into it. It is an act of reflection,
where the Divine Lights from. the

Shaikh's Qalb are reflected intentionally
onto the Qalb of the seeker(s).

This process has two components; the

method of performing zikr and muragbat
and the ability of the seekers to absorb

the attention of the Shaikh, which are
two distinct entities. In fact, when
Shaikh reflects his attention upon the

attendees of a zikr gathering there is no
difference in the extent of attention for
any single person. It is always the same

for every attendee of the zikr gathering
and it is independent of the number of
people involved in zikr. The difference
however, is in absorbing the Divine

Lights reflected from the Shaikh's heart
upon the hearts of the seekers and

everyone absorbs according to their
own ability and potential. The extent,
effectiveness and intensity of the
attention depends upon the spiritual

attainments and capabilities of the

Shaikh and the higher the status of the

Shaikh, the better the results of his *

attention. However, it is notable that the
extent of absorbing the Divine Lights
from the Shaikh's Qalb depends upon
the individual absorbing capabilities of
the seekers, and it is not the same for
everyone. It also depends upon the
level of devotion, hard work and the
degree of piety one practices to attain

the spiritual excellence along with the
inherent absorbing capability of the
Qalb. . !

An example to understand this process
is also described in the Holy Quran
which is that of rain. Whenever it rains,
it rains equally on everything, whether it
is a garden of flowers and fruits or a
desolate land which has lost its power of
productivity. The response of a fertile
land to rain is that the vegetation
nourishes and fruitfulness increases,
while in a barren land, the bitterness of
the soil increases.

Similarly, the effect of the Shaikh's
attention is not to convert a desolate
heart into a fertile one, but just like an
infertile land, it is the job of the owner to
work hard on the land to make it
cultivable and fertile. The seeker has to
work hard on cleaning his/her heart to
make it purer and to absorb the
attention efficiently, and the tools
include repentance on any wrongdoings
and abstinence thereafter and also to
revert back to Allah-swt's obedience.
Attention of Shaikh, however, leads to
produce the desire to repent on
wrongdoings and to revert an individual
to the obedience of Allah-swt.
Therefore, the intentional Attention of
Shaikh on the seeker's Qalb is called
'‘Tawajjuh’. When the connection from
the Qalb of the seeker to the Qalb of
Shaikh has become stronger, it leads to
acquisition of feelings unintentionally
and automatically.
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The Difference between Afttention

of Shaikh and the Barkat

Translated Speech of His Eminence Hazrat Ameer Muhammad Akram Awan
Shaikh Silsilah Nagshbandiah Owaisiah (Dated: July 23rd, 2011)
Salanah Ejtima (Dar-ul-Irfan, Munarah)

There used to be sessions of questions
and answers during Salanah Ejitmas
(yearly gatherings), but for the previous
few gatherings we first studied
‘Dala’el-ul-Salook' in detail and
thereafter, 'Masael-ul-Salook' was
explained. It was essential, because
these two books are the fundamental
books on the subject of Tasawwuf It is
a great blessing of Allah-swt that
comprehensible commentary on these
two books was completed, and insha
Allah after it is published, it will be a
great help for the seekers.

Today we got some time for questions
and answers session, and | have been
asked by a few companions about some
matters. One basic question was asked
which was, "What is the Attention of
Shaikh?" as many of our companions
kept saying to me that, a particular
matter was solved by your attention. For
example, | found a job because of your
attention or my child was sick and he
recovered with your attention. So we
have to see what actually is meant by
the Attention of Shaikh!

Similar question was once asked by one
of our honourable school teacher. He
was a very polite and gentle person
both in physical outlook and social
standing. He used to wear a turban over

a kulla, which in present times of our
society can be seen but very scantily.

So he asked me that, | could not
understand a sentence told to me by a
pious man whom | visited when | was
young. He said that | was being told
that, 'You have a very good spirit but |
need some ‘'Attention”. Since that time,
so much time has passed but this
sentence is pricking me from the inside
and still | cannot understand the
meaning of the sentence that, 'l need
Attention’. | don't know what he meant
by 'Attention.'

| personally could not understand the
question, because | was in my
adolescence and hardly in 7th or 8th
class of middle school. | listened to the
question but couldn't understand it and
was left without an answer. And now
again, somebody asked this same
question about Attention and its reality.

Therefore, the word Attention in
terminology of Tasawwuf bears a
distinct meaning, which although quite
similar to the literary meaning of the
word, but still has its own definition. In
Urdu literature the word Tawajjuh O:
‘Aftention' means, to direct your mough
and concentration towards somethind
and to notice it with great focus.
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create deception by leaving out certain
parts of a passage or by presenting it out
of context.
on this topic too, Mirza Ahmed Ali
employed deception when he presented
Ibne Kathir's account by reading just the
words, 'Hazrat Umar-rau asked Hazrat
Huzaifah-rau: Am | from among the
Hypocrites?'
In reply, Hazrat Ji-rua read out next
words from ‘'lbne Kathir', which follow the
passage read out by Mirza Ahmed Ali.
'Qaala La!' Hazrat Huzaifah-rau replied:
‘Absolutely not!"

Hazrat Huzaifah-rau's reply was that
Hazrat Umar-rau was not a Hypocrite,
but Mirza Ahmed Ali had slyly omitted
these words.
The Companions-rau of the Holy
Prophet-saws and hypocrisy? This was
3 if it were a combination of two
OPposites! No evidence could support
this claim. After Mirza Ahmed Ali was
"endered silent, Mullah Faiz leapt up and
Withoyt presenting any evidence or
"eference came up with this piece of
Monsense, 'The Three Companions are
YPocrites', Allah Forbid!

" "eply Hazrat Ji-rua read the following
verse; Truly if the Hypocrites and those
" Whose hearts is a disease, and those
ho stir up sedition in the city, desist not,
€ shall certainly stir thee up against
*M: Then will they not be able to stay

"M it (Madinah Munawwarah) for any

rgumem is deceitful, In other words tc; “

length of time'. (Al Azhaab-60)

Hazrat Ji-rua then read the commentary
on this Ayat from the Shi'a book ‘Tafseer
Safi wa Manhajus Sadigeen' and said:
This is how this Ayat had been
interpreted by the Shi'a commentators:
‘We will certainly incline you, the Holy
Prophet-saws, to kill and banish these
Hypocrites, and these Hypocrites will not
stay with you in Madinah except for a
very short period.'

He then turned to the two and asked:
‘Now tell me if according to you people
the Three Companions rau were
Hypocrites (We seek refuge with Allah
Taala) then why is it that the Holy
Prophet saws did not give the order for
them to be killed or proclaim them to be
banished?'

In reply to this Mullah Faiz and Mirza
Ahmed Ali remained silent for a while
and finally presented this explanation:
The Three Caliphs-rau were from that
party of Hypocrites who did not harm the
Holy Prophet saws and the order in the
Holy Quran is for those Hypocrites who
harmed him-saws. Hazrat Ji-rua then
demanded: 'Present us those words from
the Holy Quran which proves the
specification stated by you. There is
generality in this verse of the Holy Quran:
this order is for all Hypocrites.'

To be Continued




important; ‘Iman (Faith), Quran and the
Caliphate'. Some details of this
Manazara are still preserved with the
Ulama. The high standard of intellectual
scholarship of this era of Manazaray can
be easily assessed from the information
gleaned from Muhammad Al Farooqi al
Nomani of 'Darul Mo'allefeen' Karachi
One can easily discern on one hand, the
demonstration and references from the
Holy Quran and Hadees; and on the
other the stratagem and tricks employed
to displace the references from their
context and distort the meanings
The discussion commenced on the issue
of transposition of the words of the Holy
Quran (to change its meaning), and
Hazrat Ji-rua read the following words on
the topic in Arabic from the famous Shi'a
book 'Fasal al Khitab': 'The Quran that
was collected by Hazrat Ali-rau after the
death of the Holy Prophet-saw is now in
the possession of Imam Mahdi and when
he appears he will order people to study
from this Quran which totally differs from
the present Quran; not only in the order
of the Surahs but also in its content i.e.
verses and words.'
Mirza Ahmed Ali could not deny or refute
the reference quoted by Hazrat Ji-rua,
instead he cunningly presented the
assembly a quote from the Holy Quran,
and said that just as the words 'Haazal
Quran' (this Quran) have been used in
this verse, so also were the words 'this
Quran' used in the quotation under
discussion. )
'My people left this Quran and did not
follow (act on) it.' Al Furgan 30.

—— i =
Hazrat Ji-rua replied: | am not inquiring
about the words of the Holy Quran, rather
| am inquiring about the words ‘Haazal
Quran' (this Quran) mentioned in 'Fasal
al Khitab'. | have your famous book
'Fasal al Khitab' here in my hand.'
Mirza Ahmed Ali could not give ‘any
answer because after a reference from a
book of the stature of 'Fasal al Khitab' it
was impossible to prove from any of their
original books their Iman (Faith) on the
Holy Quran (Iman bil Quran).
When he was rendered speechless on
this subject, to change the topic he
quoted the following passage from
‘Meezan al A'itedal': Hazrat Umar-rau
said to Hazrat Huzaifah-rau 'By Allah swt
| am a Hypocrite'... Allah Forbid!
Hazrat Ji-rua opened 'Mizaan al A‘itedal '
and read out the next words adjacent to
the passage just read out by Mirza
Ahmed Ali, "It is impossible that these
words could have been spoken by Hazrat
Umar-rau. | suspect this narrative to be
false.'
To give testimony against an opponent
using his reference book is only possible
when one has a complete command over
not only one's own reference books but
also those of the opponents.Hazrat Ji-ua
knew very well that the essential part of
the passage from "Meezan al Aitedalhad
been deliberately left out. It is as if 2f€"
someone reads part of the followind
apon't comé
verse from the Holy Quran.D.O -t
near prayer...' and starts ins's('ngnaﬂv
the Quran forbids Salah, and intento"”
'when you &5
leaves out the next part ... W€ 24t
in a state of inebriation.' ThiS YP® &g



A Life Eternal (Translation)

FATIH AZAM

The culture of Manazaray has always
existed in the world since ancient times
for religious research and verification. In
the Holy Quran the contest of questions
and answers mentioned between Our
Master Hazrat Ibrahim-as and Namrood
was in @ Manazara (debating) style. In
the 15th century AD. when Baghdad was
established as the centre of intellectual
learning, it was a popular practice to hold
discussions and debates on religious and
Fighi matters in the form of a Manazara.
These were held either under the
patronage of the government or directly
by the general public. In the Indian
subcontinent approximately two decades
of the mid 20th century are seen to be a
particularly active period for Manazaray.

These Manazaray. which are completely
different from today's interfaith fighting,
were purely religious and intellectual
discussions. Before commencing the
Manazara the two parties would establish
its rules and conditions. The manner/
method of discussion would be decided
upon and each side would propose their
president for the Manazara. Among the
local supporters, one notable resident
would assume the patronage for each
group. Together the two presidents and
two patrons would maintain order and

discipline at the venue and bind the:
speakers to adhere to the agreed rules.
To declare the result, a panel of judges
was selected by consensus between the
two parties, but the real judge of the
outcome was the general public.
Whether the venue for the Manazara
was a Masjid or a Jalsah-gah (open
space /ground), the supporters of both
parties sat beside each other and their
triumphant applause during the

Manazara would indicate which party

scored the upper hand.

At these Manazaray Hazrat Ji-rua would,

at times move his address, away from

the current topics specially when the

opponent accepted defeat or shrank from

facing him. His Manazara addresses

were a treasure house of quotations from

the Holy Quran and Hadees and literary

references and it is a pity that this

priceless heritage could not be

preserved.

Manazara Jhelum

Among the Manazaray of Hazrat Ji-rua,.
the Manazara of Jhelum achieved great

fame and renown. His opponents were

two famous Shi'a debaters:Mullah Mirza

Ahmed Ali Amratsari (d. 1390 H.) and

Mullah Faiz Makhyalvi (d. 1371H.; The

topic of the debate was extremely

D o 1. st 4 AL LT 2.
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