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stepping onto the path led by Satan/devil. In
other words any path outside Islam 1s the
path of Satan. May Allah (SWT) forgive us
and grant us the capacity to obcy our
Beloved Prophet (BA\ S). We must
evaluate us in light of these Quranic
Injunctions. .
(*) CONTENTMENT AND HOW
IT CAN BE ATTAINED?

., (AKRAM-UL-TAFSEER, Vol.3. Page122)
023N G 303 Uiy (Al-baqarah 284)
Assuredly whatever exists within the
heavens and the earth belongs to Allah
(SWT); in fact besides Allah (SWT) all that
exists belong to Him (SWT). So O'
mankind! Nothing is owned by you then
why do you commit sins and resort to lies as
well as usurp what belongs to others? This
will be of no benefit to you as nothing
belongs to you. Today you are alive;
tomorrow you may not be here. What
belongs to you today will be owned by
someone clse, when you depart. Power,
wealth, land and other resources are all
passed on to the heirs. Don't we see how we
have things which were once owned by
others? Certainly, these will be owned by
others, in future. Nothing belongs (o us.
Everything belongs to Allah (SWT). Hence,
we must be satisfied with the Divine

- distribution.
This is a world of Causes and Effects
( .,-l,/'Hk ). Itis an obligation upon everyone
to employ means for living just as it is an
obligation to pray and fast. It is Allah's
Obedicnce to employ lawful means for
earning a lawful livelihood; to seek means
for one's protection and lead a peaceful life.
However, it must be remembered that
means orcauses ( =) do not generate
results. They are from Allah (SWT) as He
(SWT) controls everything.

- Often people get confused here and get
trapped. Some get entangled in the Causes
and become oblivious of Allah (SWT) and
attribute their success to their wisdom and
planning. Just as Qaroon responded to an
advice; when he was asked to pay Zakat on
the treasures given to him by Allah (SWT)
he had haughtily said that it all belonged to

him as he had amassed it with his acumen

and that he was better than others.

It must be understood that all are
created by Allah (SWT) and none is
superior to another. It is only by Allah's
(SWT) choice that he keeps them in
different conditions. So wherever one
maybe, onc must discharge his obligations
with honesty and be very sure of the fact that
one day he has to appear before Allah
(SWT). Those who have meager resources
have lesser obligations, t0o, and thus they
live in more casc and simplicity. When the
resources and mecans increase the
responsibilitics also increase and in turn
with each new responsibility one becomes
more busy until a time comes when he does
not even have time for his own self. The best
attitude is to be contented over the worldly
resources afforded by Allah (SWT) because
every thing that cxists belongs to Him
alone! Be it in Heavens or Earth or the entire
Universe.

(4) AFFLUENCE IS NOT AN
EVIDENCE
OFALLAH'S NEARNESS.

(AKRAM-UL-TAFSEER, VOL 3, PAGE 148)
It is very common to evaluate a person on
the worldly standards of wealth, power and
his influence. The more resourceful he is the
more he is held in esteem and often it is said
that Allah (SWT) is very pleased with him.
This opinion carries no weight or depth.
Quran refutes this opinion and clearly states
that having wealth or worldly power does
not testify that Allah (SWT) is pleased with
him. It is a Universal program devised by
Allah (SWT), the Sustainer and Provider for
the entire Universe and each individual is
being tested. Money and affluence is a test
for some and others some are tested in
poverty. Allah (SWT) tests a person upon
whom, He (SWT) has inflicted
impoverishment as to whether he sticks to
Him or forsakes Allah (SWT) and pins hope
on others for a meager amount of money
and a few morsels of bread. To those whom
Allah (SWT) awards power and rule the
trial is whether they take their power as a
sacred trust of Allah (SWT) and obeys Him

or becomes headstrong and follows only his
whims.
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The noble scholars have classified sins into
two categories; the biggersins (4" ) and
thelessersins ( »24Y" ). However, when
they concluc}c the entire discussion they say
that every sin is an act of disobedience to
Allah (SWT), thus when seen in this context
it is a grave crime. They opine that even a
minor action done in defiance to the
Commands of Allah (SWT) and His
Prophet (SAWS) becomes a serious
offence. Being human one is bound to make
mistakes but when he feels remorse over his
mistakes and seeks Allah's forgiveness, he
find Allah's Mercy boundless. When one
secks protection from Allah (SWT) against
evil and asks for capacity to obey Allah
(SWT) and His Prophet (SAWS), his sins
and errors are forgiven. The Holy Prophet
(SAWS) has advised the believers to seek
forgiveness at least a hundred times a day.
We often make such mistakes which we do
not even realize. A saying of the Prophet
(SAWS) is that a person who does noble
deeds all his life may utter such words that
are sufficient to ruin all his deeds and take
him to Hell. Similarly a person who was not
too pious in his life but said some words
which pleased Allah (SWT) whereby he is
granted the capacity to repentand thus livea
pious life. Those words become a reason for
his going to Jannah as he carned the
capacity to repent which reformed his life.
Similarly one sentence of insolence leads to
the invalidation of all noble deeds and
divests the person of capacity to do good
deeds. Thus the rest of his life is drenched in
sinand leads to Hell in the Hereafter.
RESPECTFULNESS OUTWEIGHS
ALL OTHER NOBLE DEEDS:
When it comes to etiquettes concemning
Allah's and Prophet's (SAWS) Court the
matter becomes very delicate. The basis of
all piety is the trait of respectfulness and
veneration for the Prophet (SAWS).
A Persian couplet says that beneath the
Heavens is an Exalted Court far more
sublime and delicate than the
Empyrean.
InQuran the protocol of attending the Court

of the Holy Prophet (SAWS) has been
clearly statcyd in Surah Hujrat: ayah 2. :'1
says "0 ye who believe! Lift not u[.) ylo

voices above the voice of the Prophel,
nor shout when speaking to him as ye shout
one to another, lest your works be rendered
vain while ye perceive not. "(Al-Hujrat:2)

It must be scen that the pcople being
addressed here are the Noble Companions
(RAU) who were cxemplary Muslims.
They had proven their devotion by bearing
the atrocities of the pcople of Mecca for
thirtcen years and had sacrificed everything
just to be with their beloved ‘Prophc‘
(SAWS). They had accompanied the
Prophet (SAWS) at Badr, Uhed and through
thick and thin. Yet this verse was revealed to
warn the believers that no matter how nob}e
one maybe with the best deeds to his credit,
if even by mistake he raises his voice over
the voice of the Prophet (SAWS) his dccd.s
will become null and void. Just imagine if
this is the case with Noble Companions
(RAU) who were at the apex of devotion
then where do we stand with our characters?
In spite of being so worthless we still dare to
become heedless of Prophet's (SAWS)
Exaltation and alicnate our practical lives
from the Sunnah of our Prophet (SAWS). So
what do we deserve as an outcome of our
impudence? There are only two paths in
life; one is the Path of Allah (SWT) and His
Prophet (SAWS) and the other is the Path of
Satan. There is no third path in life. Quran
says*“Oyewho believe! Come all of you into
submission (unto Him); and follow not the
Jootsteps of the devil” (Al- Bagarah: 208).

This address is to those who believe in
Allah's (SWT) Oneness ( »7) and believe
in His Messenger (SAWS), as well as
believe in all the essentials of Islam. They
are being reminded that since you have
accepted the faith so now you should enter
Islam in entirety which is to follow each and
every rule throughout your life. A believer
should not only become contented with a
verbal declaration but he must practically
stay within the parameters of Islam. If he
steps beyond those limits he would be



 AKRAM-UL-TAFSEER

(Selected portions were translated only)

.. Hazrat Ameer Muhammad Akram Awan MZA

(1) A MISCONCEPTION ABOUT
SAINTHOOD (WALAYAT)
(Akram-ul-Tafscer Vol:3, Page No. 300)
) In our society it is customary o label
1m_bcciles as saints (wali Allah). To be a
saint one does not have to be a lunatic. In
fact such people are not saints at all, as
sainthood is conditional to sincerity and
pure beliefs. A person whose beliefs are
faulty and who engages in any form of
polytheism cannot be a saint. This is the
basic and primary qualification. Secondly a
person with an evil conduct cannot be a
saint. Anyone, who forsakes obedience to
the Prophet (SAWS) and indulges in
innovations and rituals cannot be declared a
saint. Each innovation is crected after
demolishing a Sunnah and wherever an
innovation is established it marks the
_deletion of Sunnah. So, how can a person
who replaces a Sunnah with rituals and
innovation and does this in the name of
Islam, be taken as a Saint?
Today, every lunatic or a person who
indulges in innovations and all sorts of
violations of Shariah is taken as a Saint.
These saints promote dance and music; men
and women throng to shrines together and
ignore all respect and regard to the limits
imposed by Islam. These are all fruits borne
on ignorance and it is just as if a person is
reverting to the era of Ignorance, after
Islam. This is the height of misfortune that
one may revert to the darkness and wander
in wilderness when the light of Islam is
shining bright and clear and he resorts to
rituals that were observed by the polytheists

inthe past.

2)A NEGATIVE BEHAVIOUR
(Akmm-ul-Tnfsccr Vol:3, Page No. 148-149)
It is a common custom nowadays to look at
those more affluent than you and covet to
become rich like them, by hook or by crook.
This is not right. Maulana Sa'adi (RUA)
wrote beautiful parables. He says, once he
did not own, even a pair of shoes. As he
came out of a mosque, he saw everyone
putting on his shoes. He felt very sad in his
heart and said:”’O" Allah (SWT) am I the
only one, who is so deprived that Twill walk
out from here, barefoot!” He says that as he
left the door of the mosque he saw a man
walking on onc foot. He at once repented
and thanked Allah (SWT) that He (SWT)
has given him two fect while a man with one
footis also there in His (SWT) creation.
Agistof Prophet's (SAWS) saying is that
one must always look at those less
privileged than him and be grateful to Allah
(SWT). One must not see, those who are
better off than him, rather always see at
those who are surviving under hardships
and meager means. It is not forbidden to
earn money but it must be eamed, honestly.
Had money been prohibited than Zakat
would not have been prescribed. One can
only pay Zakat if he has money but the only
thing is that the money should have been
camned lawfully and its possession be
understood as a trust from Allah (SWT).
One must believe that his wealth belongs to
Allah (SWT) and he will only spend it
where the Owner allows him to spend. He
will refrain from spending on matters which
are not permissible by Allah (SWT).
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There was no human being in Paradise other
than Adam™* and Eve. The Divine address
to Eve was by direct inspiration and not
through revelation, as is cvident from the
wording of the said verse.” (rba'in  fi Usul
id-Din,p:339)

3. The.ir failure to act upon their ilham
subjected Adam™* and Eve to physical
and worldly afflictions. It was not a
punishment for breaking any religious
law, though the actual wording of the
Quran is: “Adam disobeyed...” This
disobedience is in the literal, as distinct
from the legal sense (i.c. the crime
disclosed in the Quran that “..their
shame was manifested to them...” is not
a sin). Such an exclusive exposure
between the consorts does not violate
the Shar'iah. This proves that ilhdm is a
source of knowledge and should be
acted upon, or else the defaulter is
subjected to physical and worldly

- distress. It is, however, not obligatory in
the eyes of Shari'ah.

Similarly Hadhrat Maryam (Mary) was

addressed five times by means of ilhdanm:

1. Andmade Zakariah** her guardian.

Whenever Zakariah went into the
sanctuary where she was, he found
that she had food. He said, *O Mary!
Where does this (food) come from?"
3:37)

The above revelation relates to physical

upbringing. .

2. And when the angels said, “O Mary!
Surely ALLAH has chosen you and
made you pure, and has preferred
you above (all) the women of
creation.” (3:42)

This revelation portrays spiritual

upbringing.

3. “(O Mary! Be obedient to your
Rabb; prostrate yourself and bow
with those who bow (in worship).”
(3:43)

This revelation imposes religious duties on

Mary.

4. (And remember) when the, Angel

said, “O Mary! Surely, ALLAH gives
you glad tidings of a Word from Him,
whose name is the Messiah (Prophet
lsa‘u), son of Mary, illustrious in the
world and the Hereafter, and one of
those brought near (1o ALLAH)."(3:
gosn)lplctc itin Essay 4 (Kashf to a unbelive)...
Essay 3 continucd....Genuine and perfect
faith s, of course, that of the aulia, trusted
and sincere bondsmen, since it is confirmed
by inner observation.
Writes Imam Rabbani, in his Maktubat (no
8, vol: II): .
The belief in the unseen, by His elite, is
not like that of the masses. The latter
acquire it through audition and reason
- while the former attain it by having a
direct peep across the veils of Beauty
and Majesty, and by piercing the
curtains of His Splendour and
manifestations. Between the elite and
the masses is an intermediate class of
believers, who mistake shade for
Reality, splendour for the Splendid, and
are content with their own observations
and consider anything beyond this of no
consequence.
Tafsir-e Azizi (p: 66) discusses this subject
inthese words:
Iman (faith) is of two kinds, taqlidi
(conformable or imitative) and tahqigi
(conclusive). The latter again has two
categorics, inferential and manifest.
Each one of these is cither limited or
limitless. The limited is Ilm al-Yagin
(knowledge by information). The
- unlimited is cither based on observation
which is termed as Ain al-Yagin
(knowledge by observation), or on
manifestation of Divinity which is
called Haqq al-Yagin (knowledge by
conviction).
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. Arc Witr, Sunnah and Nawafil
proved from categorical Qurdnic
injunction?
¢ What would be the fatc of Figh
(containing innumecrable zanni
ordinances), if kashy is rejected on this
plea? Some people declare that kashfis
pron¢ to ecrror. This argument has
already been sufficiently refuted on the
ground that religion as a whole is based
on lmdi}ion, handed down through the
generations. Since the possibility of
error exists in ¢very tradition, should we
abandon the religion itself? Some argue
that kashfand ilham do not constitute an
authority in Shari'ah. As stated carlier,
this amounts to the denial of Tivaatir.
To cap it all, some fools profess that an
infidel can also have kashyf. This is nothing
but an utter delusion! How can people, for
whom ALLAH states, “For them the gates
of Heaven will not be opened’ (7: 40),
experience kashf, get a glimpse of Paradise
and Hell, or meet the spirits of Prophets and
Angels? Would an infidel, having kas/if; not
be able to see his ancestors being tortured in
the Hell and belicvers making merry in
Paradise? Would he still remain an infidel
and persist in his wrong beliefs? Remember
that an infidel's belief, his conduct, his
words, his heart are all benighted. Is it
possible to sce things in darkness?
Therefore, kashf cannot be the lot of an
infidel. Should he claim such a thing, it is
the devil's whisper; if he sees Angels (as did
the infidels in the Battle of Badr) they
would, of course, be the bearers of Divine
punishment, not His reward [See Essay-4
Kashfto a Non-believer].
The exoterics, who are easily taken in,
should take note that an infidel, toiling in
hunger and thirst, gets physically weak and
his blood and body fats are reduced. As a
result he achieves a sort of concentration
and his heart receives reflections of some
material objects. This is the reality of his

‘kashf. How can he possibly discover
Realities, the conditions prevailing in
Barzakh, Paradise, Hell, the Throne and the
Chair?
Truly that is the light for which He
selects any of His bondsmen He
wills. (24:35)

Evaluation of the Ulama in the Light of
the Quran
The Ulama possessing knowledge of
external sciences, feel justified in denying
kashf and ilham, while the siifis consider
their denial unlawful if kashf or ithdm does
not conflict with Shari'ah. As a matter of
fact, a person who ignores the dictates of his
kashf or ilhdm not in conflict with anything
superior to it, (¢.g. Quran and Hadith) does
not incur any censure of Shari'ah but is
liable to suffer physical and material
discomforts.

In fine, kashf and ilham do promote

knowledge. It will be wrong to ignore them

as do the Ulama of external sciences. It has
also been brought out that it is not
cobligatory to act upon them as held by some
siifis. The truth lies in between, i.e. they are
a source of knowledge and may be acted
upon, but it is not obligatory to do so. The
following discourse will illustrate this
point:
Then Satan whispered to them. (7:20)
And when they tasted of the tree,
their shame was manifested to them.
(7:22) ;

1. Here chastity is connected with the
whisper of the devil. The latter by itself
isnotasin till it leads to some sinful act,
butitis derogatory to one's excellence.

2. ‘The Divine address to Prophet Adani™*
and Eve before they tasted the tree,
“..but come not near this tree...” and
“And their Rabb called them...” was by
way of inspiration, and not revelation
through Jibril**, Imam Razi explains
that the said address was made through
ilhdm to both of them individually:



<

Sl

" KASHF AND ILHAM

Translation of “Dalail us Suluk” written by

Hazrat Maulana Allah Yar Khan (RAU)

True Faith is Peace of the Heart
The peace of heart is the foundation of true
faith, Then comes full belief in matters
relating to Barzakh and in the events of the
Day of Reckoning, as if
the believer is witnessing every event with
his own eyes. Such a person is said to really
believe in the Day of Judgement, as claimed
by Harith in the Hadith quoted above, which
drew the Prophet's**" comment, “Herc is a
believer whose heart ALLAH has
illuminated.”
Note: This proves that true faith comes after
peace of the heart, which in turn is obtained
by the zikr as enunciated in the Quran:
Tvuly, in the remembrance of ALLAH
do the hearts find peace. (13:28)
True faith means the illumination of a
believer's heart to such an extent that he
beholds the Throne of the Rabb, from where
His Commandments are issued, the events
of Barzakh, Paradise and Hell. This is called
kashfand this is the indication of true faith.
Question: And what do you say about the
other Companions, of whom such events
have not been recorded?
Answer: Absence of record does .not
connote absence of kashf. The former is not
sine-quo-non for the latter. The incidents of
kashfofthe Companions recorded in Hadith
are innumerable. Only a few examples have
been listed above; as a detailed study of the
same is not intended here.
In fine, kashf and ilhdm are inner
inspirations forming part of the attributes of
Prophethood and its heritage. They

Continued...
Chapter-XVII

constitute a guideline after t_hc end of
Prophethood and dircet revelation through
Jibril™*. This Divine bounty is bestowed 10
prophets and is inherited only by their true
followers. It has nothing to do with evil-
doers and is confined only to a chosen few,
whose hearts are illuminated with true faith.
This discourse has drawn on longer than
intended. The reason is that while some of
our neophytes are bestowed with and talk
about Kashf-e Qubiir, the quasi-maulvis,
bereft of inner light as they are, knit their
brows and scold. The self-styled claimants
of wilayah, who have coined for themselves
the lofty titles of 'His Highness', 'Leader of
the Path', 'Master of the Mysteries of
Shari'ah', 'Qutb al-Aqtab', ctc. should feel
ashamed at their cthereal bankruptcy and
they indulge in loose talk of all sorts to
uphold their vanity. Some of them claim
that such attributes are reserved for their
ancestors and progeny without assigning
any reason for this family reservation.
Others reject outright kashf and ilham, on
the plausible excuse that the real goal is to
acquire His Pleasure; forgetting that kashf
and ilham are after all manifestations of His
Pleasure, denied. to those with whom He is
displeased. Still others, giving vent to their
envy in a seemingly scicntific manner, say
that kashfis a zanni (speculative) affair and
as such of no consequence. They are
confounded, of course, when asked:
e Whether all of the books of Figh and
Hadith comprise only the categorical
ordinances and Twaatir type of Hadith?
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Narrated by Hazrat Ayesha (RAU) that the
Prophet (SAWS) remembered Allah (SWT)
in every moment of his (SAWS) Noble life.

Spiritually Enlightened people (Ahl Ullah) assume the role of
Court of Prophet (SAWS). They become a Cause and a source of
'which belong to that exalted court. (Page No. 12)
Al-Sheikh Muhlana Hazrat Ameer Muhammad Akram Awan MZA
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